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Welcome everyone to ENGAGE’s November newsletter. Throughout this month we will have

registration, Thanksgiving break, the 12 week mark in classes, and much more. Please read

below about last month’s outstanding teacher, advising tips and tricks, many professional

development opportunities, an active learning strategy and some stress-free faculty and staff

events.



October’s Outstanding Teacher of the Month
Each month for the 2021-22 school year, the faculty and staff will nominate an outstanding
instructor of the month based on how to employ technology in the classroom, utilizing
technology and active learning within the classroom, helping with University wide projects, and
more.

Kathy Schmidt has showcased all of the qualities above and more. Kathy has been working with
a variety of active teaching lessons. She utilizes small group projects, case studies, interactive
whiteboard activities, presentations, and more throughout many of her classes.

Many co-workers had positive words to share about Kathy. One colleague stated, “Students tell
me, When I need good advice, I go to Dr. Schmidt. She will help me and if she doesn't know the
answer, she will find it for me."

Thank you Kathy Schmidt for all your exceptional work in the month of October.

November’s ENGAGE Opportunities

Advising Tips and Tricks:

1. Registration starts on October 26th and goes through January.

○ Items to discuss with registration:



■ Spring 2022 classes

■ Should they take a winter term course?

■ Are they interested in a minor or microbadge?

■ Graduation

1. Has your advisee signed up for graduation?

2. What do they still need to take to graduate?

■ Internships

1. When should they take one?

2. Have they filled out the paperwork?

2. Microbadges: We are starting microbadges this year: service learning and leadership.

Want to know what a microbadge is and more details? Click here.

3. Checking in with students around Week 12:

○ Try an activity in class to gauge understanding and mental health

■ What are students doing well in and what are they struggling in?

○ List and remind students of large projects, end of the year expectations, and late

work policies

○ Emphasize the importance of the last two weeks of school

■ Will review sessions be held during class or in the OASIS?

■ What should students study or review?

Faculty and Staff Development Opportunities:

1. Cleartouch Training on November 29th from 3:30PM to 4:30PM in SCI 210: Learn how

to use the new technology within classroom 210 in the science hall. The IT team will be

showing us how to use the technology and other resources.

2. Our Magna Publications Subscription starts in January 2022. Check out the website for

upcoming professional development and what this website is all about:

https://www.magnapubs.com/



Active Learning Strategy of the Month:

Review and Gaming through White Board Dart Board: I used to create my own dart board on my

white board when doing review activities in my classroom. I would have students come up after

each problem and check with me on the correct answer. If they got it right, then they could throw

one of the suction cup game pieces at the board for points. The team with the highest points

won candy at the end of the review.

With this game, I was able to see which problems I may needed to re-teach or emphasize before

the test, and it motivated students to be up and active within the classroom. I still have two

boxes of suction cup game pieces in my office. If you want to borrow them, please stop by my

office to check them out.

Stress Free Activities for Faculty and Staff brought to you by Iowa Wesleyan University:

Secret Santa Final Present Dinner: 5:15PM to 6:30PM on December 6th at Mi Pueblo, anyone

can join us for dinner and watch the group unwrap the final gifts from their Secret Santas.



If you have a great active teaching strategy, news article, or professional development idea,

please send your idea to Megan Hills at megan.hills@iw.edu and they might be displayed in next

month’s newsletter.

Want to see past ENGAGE newsletters? Go to the L Drive under Registrar.
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