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Welcome everyone to ENGAGE’s December newsletter. December is the end of the fall 

semester. Please review end of the year checklists and important dates, last month’s 

outstanding teacher, advising tips and tricks, many professional development opportunities, an 

active learning strategy and some stress-free faculty and staff events. 

 

Academic Affairs also hopes everyone has a safe, fun, and relaxing holiday break. 

 



 

 

November’s Outstanding Teacher of the Month 
Each month for the Fall 2020 semester, the faculty and staff will nominate an outstanding 
instructor of the month based on how to employ technology in the classroom, utilizing 
technology and active learning within the classroom, helping with University wide projects, and 
more. 

Jennifer Crull has showcased all of the qualities above and more. Jennifer was a nominee for 
Chadwick Teacher of the Year in 19-20 and continues to show her teaching strengths through 
her advising, participation through IW events, and classroom projects. 

Many co-workers had positive words to share about Jennifer Crull. One colleague stated, 
“Professor Crull is always seeking extra-curricular opportunities for her advisees and the 
students of the Business Department. Over the last two months, Professor Crull worked with her 
students to create questions for the "In Conversation with Caryl M. Stern'' event of the Belle 
Babb Mansfield Symposium. The students' questions directed the topics covered in the event 
and their thoughtful participation made the discussion applicable to all of our students at IW. 
Professor Crull's leadership and willingness to support University-wide activities creates a more 
dynamic educational experience for her students.” This is an example of her participation in IW 
events and real world discussions in the classroom.  

Thank you Jennifer Crull for all your exceptional work in the month of November. 

 

 

 



 

 

December’s ENGAGE Opportunities 

Advising Tips and Tricks: 

1.      End of the year checklist: Did you remember to do everything before you leave for break? 

a. Did you turn your grades in by December 16th at 5pm (CT) through the faculty portal? 

b. Did you update all of your attendance records for the whole semester? 

c. Did you fill out (if any) incomplete grade forms? Please remember to use the new form in 

the L Drive/Advisor’s Manual and review all of the new Fall 2020 policies.  

d. Did you remind students who are in Online A Term classes that they start a week earlier 

than traditional 15 week classes? Online Term A will start on January 11th. 

e. Did you register all of the students that you can for winter and spring 2021 semesters?  

i. If students are waiting to get off of hold, do they know they can contact the 

registrar’s office over break to be registered? Please have them email 

registrar@iw.edu  

2. Winter Term classes: Students can sign up for Self-Paced classes (SPI) or internship credits 

for the winter term. The due date for SPI classes is on December 1st. Please see the flier for 

due dates and the website for tips on SPI courses and the sign up form. 

a. Please make sure that your advisees have an internship site and all of the paperwork for 

the winter term internships.  

b. Please remind your advisees taking SPI courses that they can re-do the first assignment, 

they will probably need a web camera, and that they will need to schedule their final early 

to avoid an extra fee.  

3. Student needing a tutor? Please have the student contact the success center at 

studentsuccess@iw.edu to see what types of resources they can receive during the last two 

week of online classes.  

 

 

 



 

 

Faculty and Staff Development Opportunities: 

1.       Thinking about assessments with finals week approaching? Please see this article about 

various types of assessment: 

Major, Amanda and Miller, Roslyn. “Keeping Students Engaged: “How to Rethink Your 

Assessments Amidst the Shift to Online Learning.” Faculty Focus. 9th November 2020.  

2. Wanting to brush up more on how to use Canvas? Please see these videos on how to use the 

many aspects of Canvas from our online team. 

3. December 1st Zoom Professional Development: Faculty Roundtable: Successes and Pitfalls 

in teaching Hybrid Classes. This will be moderated by Blair Buffington. We will also have faculty 

volunteers that will share their experiences from all over campus: Roger Kerfoot, Sarah, Frazier, 

Michael Knight, Shawna Hudson, Will Hansen, and Katie Aranda. Please look to your emails on 

December 1st for the link to participate and listen.  

4. Thank you to Jeff Martinek and Sarah Frazier for their professional development on Padlet in 

the Classroom and on Canvas in November. For the recording please click on this link and see 

the email from November 25th for the password.  

Active Learning Strategy of the Month:  

Reverse Questioning: Have students become the teachers and ask their own review questions 

to help students learn from their peers. Finals are coming up and this may be a good way to see 

what students still need to review and a different way for students to think during review time.  

This could be used as a discussion question for the week, through a Padlet, or a shared Google 

document as students move towards online learning within the last two weeks of class.  

Stress Free Activities for Faculty and Staff brought to you by Iowa Wesleyan 
University:  

For the first time, everyone will be on campus around Pi Day (March 14th). It is on a Sunday, but 

I am thinking we will still need to do an event. Usually we bring in round foods to share, but this 

may not still be possible with a large group. I am thinking of a possible trivia event again to 

 



 

 

celebrate Pi Day (Do not worry I will not make you do math). Stay tuned for more details and 

other events for Spring 2021.  

 

If you have a great active teaching strategy, news article, or professional development idea, 
please send your idea to Megan Hills at megan.hills@iw.edu and they might be displayed in next 

month’s newsletter. 

Want to see past ENGAGE newsletters? Go to the L Drive under Registrar.  
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