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Message from Iowa Wesleyan College’s President
Dear alumni and friends of Iowa Wesleyan College:
As the end of the academic year draws near, those of us who work in higher education
often take stock of what has been accomplished thus far and what remains to be done. As
I prepare to relinquish the presidency of Iowa Wesleyan, it is also a time to reflect on the
current position of the College and the opportunities that await its next leader.
Over the last five years, I have been fortunate to work alongside trustees,
alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends who care deeply about Iowa
Wesleyan College. Together we have accomplished a number of initiatives that
will strengthen Iowa Wesleyan’s future:
• Improvements to campus infrastructure, including a new energy system,
significant improvements to residence halls and ongoing campus
beautification projects;
• Strengthened academic program, with a new general education program
and the implementation of the Academic Honor Code and Honor
Council;
• Beginning the transition to NCAA Division III, to align Tiger athletics
with colleges similar in size, mission, and resources to Iowa Wesleyan,
and
• Changes in our scholarship program to better recognize and recruit
students who will be successful at Iowa Wesleyan.
I am proud to have been part of Iowa Wesleyan College for the past five
years. The work that has been accomplished reflects the deep attachment that
all of you have for this very special institution. Your collective efforts have
ensured that the College is well positioned for the future.
Jenné and I have developed a strong affection for Iowa Wesleyan and Mount Pleasant,
driven in large part by the support you have given to the College and to this community.
As we prepare to leave this summer, we are deeply grateful for the encouragement and
assistance you have always extended to us. We wish all of you and Iowa Wesleyan College
every success in the future.
Sincerely,

Jay K. Simmons, Ph.D.
President
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Simmons resigns as Iowa Wesleyan President
Will assume presidency of Simpson College this summer

I

owa Wesleyan College President Jay Simmons has
tendered his resignation in order to accept the
presidency of Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa.
Simmons will continue to serve as president
of Iowa Wesleyan College for the
balance of the academic year, according
to Iowa Wesleyan Board of Trustees
Chair Don Wiley ’70. In a message to
the students, faculty and staff, Simmons
said, “With deeply mixed emotions, I
have submitted my resignation, which
will become effective in the summer
of 2013. I was nominated for the
presidency of Simpson College; I did
not seek this position, but Simpson
College offered an opportunity that I
simply could not forego.”
“Jenné and I have treasured our time at Iowa
Wesleyan and in Mount Pleasant,” Simmons added.
“The enthusiasm we feel about the possibilities at
Simpson are greatly tempered by the thought of leaving
this community that has become so special to us.”

Wiley said, “During Jay Simmons’ presidency,
Iowa Wesleyan has undergone a period of growth and
reorganization which has strengthened the College
and made us more competitive academically. We are
disappointed to lose his leadership but
appreciate that Simpson College recognizes
the skills and talents he has brought to this
campus.”
Simmons, who served as the 28th
president in IWC history, came to Mount
Pleasant in June 2008 from LaGrange
College in LaGrange, GA, where he had
served as vice president for academic affairs.
He currently serves as the president of
the National Association of Schools and
Colleges of The United Methodist Church
(NASCUMC).
Simmons will become the 23rd president of
Simpson College. Like Iowa Wesleyan, Simpson
College is an independent college affiliated with the
United Methodist Church.

Search for next president underway

T

he Iowa Wesleyan College Board of Trustees is
moving forward in the search for its next president.
Search firm R.H. Perry & Associates of
Washington, D.C., has been hired to spear-head the
search process. According to Don wiley ’70, chair of
the IWC Board of Trustees, R.H. Perry is the firm used in
the last three presidential searches, giving them a solid
understanding of the College.
The Presidential Search Committee has also been
named. The Committee is led by co-chairs rev. michael
morgan ’81 of Marion, Iowa, and elizabeth garrels ’67,
l.h.D. h’11 of Mount Pleasant. Both serve on the Iowa
Wesleyan Board of Trustees.
Other members of the Search Committee are:
Iowa Wesleyan Vice President for Academic Affairs and
Dean, Dr. Jeffrey Fager; Iowa Wesleyan Faculty Chair,
Ann Klingensmith; Iowa Wesleyan Special Assistant to
the President, carol nemitz ’56, l.h.D. ’03; Trustees Joy
Anderson, Dr. Dick Ferguson, byron Johnson ’62, D.b.A.
h’86, David mccoid x62, Wiley, lori williams wright ’64,
ll.D. h’91 and community representative Kent White.
Representatives of the search firm were on the Iowa
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Wesleyan campus in late January for initial informationgathering sessions. They held open forums for faculty,
students and administrative staff, as well as individual
and group meetings.
“The approach of the search committee and our
search firm will be a ‘right, not rushed’ manner, yet
we move forward anticipating we will have our new
president on campus by the beginning of the 2013 Fall
term,” said Morgan.
“The faculty, administration and support staff continue
to provide outstanding educational and co-curricular
experiences to our entire student body. Their efforts are
commended and appreciated,” he said. “At the same
time, the Board of Trustees, administration, faculty and
staff are seeking to complete several initiatives that
will move Iowa Wesleyan up the ranks of our peers. To
accomplish current initiatives and their logical successors,
the College must obtain the leadership services of a
strong president to build upon this work.”
Additional information on the search process,
timeline and application/nomination procedure can be
found at www.iwc.edu/presidentialsearch.

Volkmann to give Commencement address
M. Fredric Volkmann ’66 will give the keynote
address during this year’s Commencement ceremonies.
Volkmann, who retired as vice chancellor of
public affairs at Washington University in St. Louis
in 2011, is recognized as a leading figure in higher
education advancement. His career in public affairs,
communications and marketing spanned 52 years, 49
of which were in academe.
Volkmann served as sports information director
and a news writer while a student at Iowa Wesleyan.
Upon graduation, he worked for a year as Informational
Services Director for the College. He moved to Albion
College where he worked in the Information Services
office, then The Ohio State University where he worked
in the office of University Relations. In 1980 he joined
the staff at Washington University in St. Louis.
An active member of the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) and
its predecessor organizations, Volkmann has served
on its national Board of Trustees and as Chair of the

Boards. He received CASE’s
Ashmore Service Award for his
contributions to the institutional
advancement profession, as well
as the organization’s Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Volkmann has been a
frequent speaker at CASE
seminars and district programs.
He received the CASE Steuben
Apple Award for excellence in
teaching.
He received the Iowa
Wesleyan College Distinguished
Alumnus Award in 1984.
Iowa Wesleyan College
Commencement ceremonies will
be held on Saturday, May 4, at
1:30 p.m.

2013 Manning Speaker

A.J. Jacobs, the 2013 Manning speaker, presented two programs
on campus in March. Jacobs’ book, The Year of Living Biblically:
One Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible, is
a New York Times bestseller. For this book, he attempted to abide
by the hundreds of rules in the Bible, from the famous (the Ten
Commandments; be fruitful and multiply) to the often neglected
(stone adulterers and avoid wearing clothes of mixed fibers). Jacobs
found humor in his attempts to comply with the more arcane
strictures, but also, somewhat unexpectedly, found comfort
and meaning in both the rituals and the meaning
of the Old Testament.
Jacobs has also written for The New
York Times, New York Magazine, and
Entertainment Weekly, and has appeared
on “The Oprah Winfrey Show,” “The Today
Show,” “Good Morning America,” CNN,
MSNBC, CNBC, Fox News and CSPAN. For
two years, he was an occasional correspondent for
NPR’s “Weekend Edition.”
The free lectures were made possible by
funding from the Clifford and Maxine Manning
Annual Speaker Series at Iowa Wesleyan College.

Sheri Michaels

Living Biblically brings insights, humor

A.J. Jacobs
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Sharing the love of language
Bill Weiershauser to retire after 31 years
by Karen Bates Chabal

“Since I was this high I’ve wanted to teach,” William
Weiershauser said, gesturing about three feet off the
ground. Though his parents were hoping he’d become
a preacher, “I didn’t have much of that in me,” he
chuckled. “Although I suppose teaching and preaching
are related in some way.”

An English major and French minor at the
University of Iowa, he pursued graduate study at Ball
State University and later at the UI again. A stint in the
Air Force interrupted his education, but contributed
to his developing knowledge and skill with language.
Drafted into service in Vietnam, he was trained in
linguistics and then taught English to military personnel
in Saigon. In addition he developed a curriculum for
teaching both Vietnamese and Americans to become
teachers of English as a foreign language.
After completing a master’s and Specialist in
Education degree, which focused on teaching English
in two-year colleges, he began work on a Ph.D. His
doctorate work included medieval studies and learning
Latin, ProvenÇal, Welsh and Anglo Saxon.
Weiershauser arrived at Iowa Wesleyan in 1982
hired to teach Freshman English and British Literature.
Thirty-one years later he retires this spring having taught
4

PurPle & whIte April 2013

a variety of English courses from World Literature to
Theory of Communication to the methods courses for
English education majors.
Students in the Masters of British Lit course read
Anglo-Saxon literature, which Weiershauser will read in
the original to provide greater insight into the work.
But IWC students did not learn from a teacher who
remained rooted in the Middle Ages. In the mid- to late1990s, students in his Theory of Communication course
found themselves on the cutting edge of communication
writing. Weiershauser challenged students to write
assignments using the HTML language so they could
become familiar with the basic principles needed to
write web pages for future employers.
Weiershauser even took an interest of his—movies
—and turned it into a course. “People thought it would
be easy and that they wouldn’t have to read,” he chuckled. But assignments included writing essays focusing on
themes and cinematic language. He didn’t realize, however, that he’d have to prompt students to laugh during a
showing of Charlie Chaplin’s “Easy Street,” so unfamiliar
were they with the silent film genre.
Through the years Weiershauser served as an advisor
to Sigma Tau Delta, the English honorary fraternity, and
a contributor to “Design” magazine. He believes that
Sigma Tau Delta provides students an outlet to share
their creative and academic writing with each other,
posing questions which aid them in revising their work.
Regional and national conventions offered students the
opportunity to present their work to a larger audience.
As the students developed as writers in his
classroom, Weiershauser would emphasize that writing is
personal. “I tell my students that all writing is personal,
including academic writing,” he explained. “We have
to look into ourselves to find out things. We start with
personal writing and then it becomes more complex.”
Weiershauser made writing safe, too. “I would also
tell them, if there’s something you don’t want to talk
about, stay away from it. You’re allowed to keep secrets
when you write.”
Even after more than 30 years in the classroom,
Weiershauser continued to be rewarded as a teacher. “I
truly enjoyed the Expository Writing classes. In the last
few years they just became a joy to teach. There was a
lot of laughter coming out of that classroom. You never
knew what they’d come up with and you had to think
on your feet. Everybody had fun and worked hard.”
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School-College
partnership
creates learning
environment

“

”

for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap

S

Galatians 6:7

hannon VanNyhuis ’10 accepted a job at
the Mount Pleasant Christian School, where
she had served on the Board of Directors,
because she believed in the school’s approach to
educating children.
But VanNyhuis’ teaching goes beyond the
elementary children in her classroom. She is
committed to helping Iowa Wesleyan teacher
education students who fulfill both teacher
education assignments and service requirements
at the school.
It’s a lesson in
giving back that
she learned from
her own faculty
members at IWC.
“I am going to
give IWC students
that extra help,
since I benefitted
from what the
faculty and staff
gave me and from
what they give to
this school,” she said.
Kaisie Kurtz is one of the Iowa Wesleyan
students who has benefitted from that help.
Kurtz completed her Participation and Analysis
hours in VanNyhuis’ classroom.
“When Mrs. Van Nyhuis finished a lesson,
she would talk to me about the teaching
techniques she used and why,” Kurtz said. “It
allowed me to reflect on how these strategies
actually worked in the classroom and how I can
use them. That will make me a better teacher.”
A series of events and opportunities evolved
into a strong community of educators and
Photos:
Previous page: Jenni Bentley (left) and Karol Adamson (right) lead a
reading activity.
Above: Kaysee Grogan, Shannon VanNyhuis ’10, Teilsen Hennenfent,
Kaisie Kurtz
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learners at the Christian school and Iowa
Wesleyan, and everyone agrees it’s a win-win
situation.
As a new teacher, VanNyhuis saw the
desire and need for teacher in-service at
the private school. She approached Dr.
Shawna Hudson, Iowa Wesleyan professor of
education, who agreed to provide professional
development opportunities for the staff there.
After a year, Hudson enlisted the help of
Karen Osborne ’74, a part-time instructor in
the teacher education
program, to assist with
the in-service program.
The two have provided
monthly teacher inservice programs ever
since.
“The teachers here
are so grateful for this
opportunity,” said
VanNyhuis.
Osborne sees it as
a way to give back to a
profession she loves. “I have been a teacher for
30 years,” she said. “This profession has given
me everything; now it is my job to give back.
I want to do what I can to bring the best
possible teachers into the classroom.”
The relationship between the school
and the College “is sowing and reaping,”
VanNyhuis said, referencing the Bible verse.
Hudson agrees. “The more we sow here,
helping these teachers gain expertise, the
more we will reap as they teach our education
students in a classroom setting.”
The partnership “is a circle,” Osborne
said. “As teachers and students we sharpen
each others’ skills. We all continue to grow
and learn from each other.”

Sheri Michaels

Jenni Bentley and Dr. Shawna Hudson work with a Mount Pleasant Christian School first grader.

Students give their time to make a difference
Five Iowa Wesleyan teacher education students
came to the Mount Pleasant Christian School in
different ways. But they have all stayed for the same
reason: the opportunity to make an impact in the life
of a child.
For the past two years, these students have
volunteered their time and honed their teaching skills
while providing valuable service to the school and its
young students.
“Having the extra help that these college
students provide on their own time allows us to
serve our students to a higher degree,” said Tina Hill,
administrator at the school. “It gives our students
attention even above and beyond what we can
offer in a small classroom.”
The Iowa Wesleyan students have worked in a
number of classrooms, but have focused their energy
on teaching reading. Teilsen Hennenfent set up the
guided reading book room to help teachers connect
students with ability-appropriate reading materials. She
also worked individually with second and third graders
on reading strategies. But when the service hours
required by her class were completed, she continued
to volunteer, providing weekly reading lessons.
“I got to know these students and we developed
a bond,” she explained.
Kaysee Grogan helped in the book room and
worked individually with students on reading skills.

She recognizes that this experience will help her as
a teacher but emphasizes that her continued work
beyond the classroom requirement is a choice. “I was
raised with the expectation to give to others,” she
said. “I choose to be here.” She also admits to the
connection she has with her students, acknowledging
“I don’t want to disappoint my students.”
For Kaisie Kurtz, the volunteer hours are a benefit
to her, as well as to the children she works with. “I
have always felt so lucky to have this opportunity; I’ve
learned so much,” she said. “For the rest of my life,
this is what I want to do. Teaching a child to read is
the purest teaching experience.”
Jenni Bentley began working with kindergartners
and first graders as part of a class, “but then I fell in
love with the students and wanted them to succeed
so I began volunteering. I wanted to continue the
wonderful progress we had made,” she said.
Seeing the success of her young students is what
drew Karol Adamson to volunteer, as well. “The best
part of this experience is seeing the progress the
students have made,” she said.
Dr. Shawna Hudson, professor of education, says
the consistency of working with the same people
makes the elementary students more successful.
But the dedication of these students shows their
character. “When I look at each of these students, I
see a servant’s heart,” she said.
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| campus news

Iwc launches online rn-bSn completion Program
Registered nurses in Iowa can now complete a Bachelor of Science in Nursing
degree entirely through Iowa Wesleyan online classes.
The program allows licensed nurses to take classes on a part-time basis, and
complete the BSN in as little as one year.
All of the online classes are taught by full-time Iowa Wesleyan nursing faculty
members. Classes begin every eight weeks.
“This new program offers a significant opportunity to Registered Nurses looking
to advance professionally,” said David File, Associate Vice President and Dean of
Extended Learning at Iowa Wesleyan. “They can now earn a BSN degree on their
own schedule, from any location.”
The degree completion program includes 21 credit hours in six nursing courses.
Two of the courses require a clinical component, as well as the online classwork.
“The goal of the clinical experience is to integrate and analyze course work with
the real world professional setting,” said Dr. Susan Harbour Erue ’84, chair of
the Division of Nursing. “Students arrange their clinical experiences in their own
community, with guidance and recommendation from their course instructor.”
Students must complete all required nursing support courses before beginning the
nursing plan of study.
The program is offered through the Iowa Wesleyan Office of Extended Learning.
More information is available at online.iwc.edu.

Art show, reception to feature alumna

Sara Bacino Peiffer
Sorensen ’50

A reception for artist Sara Bacino Peiffer Sorensen ’50 will be held
on June 20 from 4-6 p.m. at Iowa Wesleyan College. Her work will be
on display in the Iowa Wesleyan College Art Gallery throughout the
month.
Sorensen, who earned an education degree, taught third grade for
five years in the Cedar Rapids Community Schools. She then taught
preschool art for the Cedar Rapids Museum of Art.
Sorensen began her art career in ceramics, working her way through
oil painting and then to her preferred medium, watercolors. She has
been a watercolor artist for almost 20 years.
She is a signature member of the Iowa Watercolor Society. She
has received a number of honors for her artwork. Her work has been
commissioned by the Cedar Rapids Symphony and Hilton Coliseum
at Iowa State University. She has exhibited at a number of art galleries,
hospitals and businesses. Her last show at Iowa Wesleyan was in 2004.

Art piece, titled “Hello out There”
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Iowa wesleyan student selected for national program
Iowa Wesleyan College junior Jamarco Clark has been selected as a Rising Leaders
Fellow through Teach for America.
Clark is one of only 100 students across the U.S. selected for this honor. His selection
was based on his commitment to service in the community and passion for promoting
education among at-risk youth.
Clark has devoted more than 400 hours of service in the community since arriving on
campus in 2010. This year he designed and carried out the Sneakers for Success program
in the Mount Pleasant Community School District as part of his Leadership and Service
class. Through this project he made new shoes available to 21 local elementary school-aged
children. He is also currently involved with the Henry County Mentoring program and a
Lunch-Buddies program organized and carried out by IWC football players and coaches.
“A lot of people have helped me out,” said Clark. “I want to pass on that spirit of
service, and not only help people but also instill in others the importance of giving back.”
Clark admits that as a freshman he saw the College-wide service requirement as
something he just “had to do.” However, in the process of completing the requirement, he
realized that what he was doing mattered to him as much as it mattered to others.
“I saw pretty quickly how much even the little things I did mattered to others,” he
said. “People really appreciated what we were doing and it showed we could really have an
impact.”
“Jamarco is well past meeting his service requirement and now tells me that service is
his True North… that thing that he can always go back to for meaning and purpose,” said
Dr. Alisha Vincent, Director of Service-Learning at Iowa Wesleyan.
Last summer Clark was selected as an intern with Upward-Bound, a national program Jamarco Clark
that works with teens to provide fundamental support for college readiness.
Over 12 months, each Fellow designs and leads a high-impact project to promote educational equity, builds a
team among their peers, collaborates with a local mentor, and attends a national training forum, the Rising Leaders
Summit. Rising Leaders mentors are Teach for America staff members, corps members and alumni who work closely
with fellows throughout the fellowship. Mentors advise fellows as they work on their fellowship projects and provide
fellows with access to Teach for America alumni and organizational partners.

education students present at statewide conference
Iowa Wesleyan College students Jennifer Bentley, April Johnson and Sarah
Spears, with Teacher Education faculty member, Martha Wiley, conducted
workshops at the annual meeting of the Iowa Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(ICTM) in Des Moines in February. The three students are seniors completing the
program for certification in elementary education.
The students developed approaches to sharing information on powerful
problem-solving strategies and appropriate use of calculators. These are topics that
fit with the newly-mandated Iowa Core Curriculum for math education, according
to Wiley.
The conference theme was “Solving the CORE Equation.” It was attended by
educators at all levels from elementary through post-secondary. Bentley and Wiley
conducted a workshop titled “Human the Genius, Calculator the Slave.” Johnson,
Spears and Wiley presented “Pushing for Problem Solving,” showing how to launch April Johnson, Jennifer Bentley, Martha Wiley and Sarah Spears
a story problem and use diagrams to help solve complex problems with elementary
arithmetic.
Each workshop was presented twice during the conference.
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Students honored by state and national professional
organizations
Two Iowa Wesleyan students were chosen as the recipients of this year’s Iowa Association of Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance scholarships. The state organization offers two $1,000 scholarships annually, and
this is the first time both have been awarded to students from the same college.
Danielle Des Jardins and Austin Burns, IWC seniors
majoring in physical education, were selected from candidates
from a number of Iowa public and private colleges and
universities.
Des Jardins and Burns were both also selected as
“Outstanding Majors of the Year” for Exercise Science and
Physical Education by the National Association for Sport and
Physical Education.
The award recognizes outstanding college students
majoring in disciplines related to health, physical education,
exercise science, recreation, dance or sport. This year 200
students from across the country were honored. The award
was presented at the national convention in Charlotte, North
Carolina.
Associate Professor of Physical Education, Valerie Unkrich,
encourages student participation in professional organizations
and conferences. The students say they have benefitted from
the opportunity to do so. They have taken part in two state
conventions and one national convention, where they have
attended workshops and learned innovative strategies which
they can use in their teaching careers.
Austin Burns and Danielle Des Jardins

Internships help students build career connections

104

Brett Brodersen joined the
Christomore House, Mount
Pleasant, as a full-time staff
member after completing an
PurPle
& whIte
April 2013
internship
there.

Boudicca Fisher put her science
education into practice working as a
pharmacy technician at Hy-Vee Drug
in Mount Pleasant.

Michael Mendoza, has gained
valuable experience in broadcasting
while interning at local radio station,
KILJ.

campus news |

Stained glass restored in old main windows
Winter’s chill has a way of warming when P.E.O.
sisters reflect upon our founding heritage at Iowa
Wesleyan College. A recent project has enhanced the
colored glass windows in Old Main, allowing visiting
P.E.O.s, students and those attending music recitals
and rehearsals to admire this unique feature of the
building where P.E.O. was founded.
The colored glass graces the entryway and the
landing between the first and second floors of Old
Main.
The seven founders would have enjoyed the
beauty of the red, yellow, purple and green panes while
attending classes at Iowa Wesleyan in the late 1860s.
They passed the colored panes as they slipped up the
stairs on January 21, 1869, in the moments before
pledging their loyalty to each other and the sisterhood
they were creating.
The staircase landing features 32 panes of glass in
a double-arch window. Seven panes of colored glass fan
out above the entry doors to the building.
It had been many years since these windows had
been treated to the attention of preservationists. Last
fall stained glass specialists from Des Moines carefully
worked over each of the individual panes of colored
glass, most of which are original to the building.
Workers replaced several panes with period glass
matching the color pattern in the window.
Exterior work included wire brushing, eliminating

Derrick Nillissen worked with patients
in the Henry County Health Center
Rehabilitation Services Department.

wood rot and priming the white
trim. Finally, an acrylic protective
covering was placed over the large
window’s exterior, allowing light
in but keeping Mother Nature at
bay.
Individual gifts made in
honor of 2009-2011 P.E.O.
International President Elizabeth
Davenport Garrels ’67, L.H.D.
’11 allowed local P.E.O.s an
opportunity to help preserve
an original element that adds
beauty and uniqueness to the
158-year-old building that is the
sisterhood’s birthplace. Today the
building is home to the P.E.O. Memory Room, Exhibit
Room and Reception Room.
“This project shines a light, literally and
figuratively, on the relationship between the P.E.O.
Sisterhood and Iowa Wesleyan College,” said Jay
Simmons, president of Iowa Wesleyan. “We are
proud to honor the young women who founded
this organization, and to welcome to campus many
members who visit every year. This project reflects our
dedication to preserving that relationship.”
Written by Karen Bates Chabal, Chapter Original A,
P.E.O., for The P.E.O. Record

Elizabeth DeAlejandro works with
chidren in the after-school program at
The REC Center in Mount Pleasant.

Jon Umoren has been developing a
marketing plan for Brown Shoe Fit as part
of his internship.
April 2013
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| Athletics

two move up on all-time track and
field lists
Cienna Strother (So.-Duluth, MN) and Jacob Ayers
(So.-Hamilton, IL) each turned in two great performances
for the Tigers track and field teams at the Cornell Hilltop
Invitational in February.
Strother set a new lifetime best, throwing
10.88-meters (35’7”) in the weight throw. It was just over
a full meter farther than her previous best and places her
second all-time at IWC. Strother carried that momentum
into the shot put later, setting a season best by throwing
9.86-meters (32’3”).
Ayers ran a one mile and 3,000-meter double. He
opened up running the mile in 4:52.23. In the 3K, he ran
9:54.34. His time knocked 19 seconds off his previous
personal best and places him second all-time at IWC in
the event.

tigers earn academic honors
The IWC Tigers had 10 student-athletes named to
the USCAA National All-Academic teams for the Fall of
2012.
Cross Country
Jacob Ayers (So.-Hamilton, IL) – Math Education
Breanna Derynck (Jr.-Clarence, IA) – Exercise
Science
Becky Wilson (Sr.-Algonquin, IL) – Nursing
Football
Thomas Barkei (Sr.-Aurora, IL) – Criminal Justice
Aaron Brown (Jr.-New London, IA) – Exercise Science
Duane Lee (Sr.-San Jose, CA) – Physical Education
Chase Taylor (Sr.-LaPorte, CO) – Pre-Physical Therapy
Carlos Richards (Sr.-Detroit, MI) – Business
Volleyball
Elizabeth Guzman (Sr.-Beaumont, CA) – Psychology
Women’s Soccer
Sindy Carillo (Jr.-Mount Pleasant, IA) - Nursing
In addition, 53 Tiger student-athletes were named
to the IWC Dean’s List and Academic Honorable
Mention for the Fall 2012 semester. Students must
earn a 3.50 GPA or above to be named to the Dean’s
List and at least a 3.35 GPA to be named Academic
Honorable Mention. All men’s and women’s teams were
represented.
“These student-athletes balanced the workload
of the classroom and their respective sports well,
embodying the philosophy and ideals of IWC studentathlete,” said Athletic Director mike hampton ’72.
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road trip adds magic to
men’s basketball season
The Tiger men’s
basketball team spent a
lot of time on the road
this season. One series
of away games, however,
was worth every mile.
The team travelled
to central Florida in
December, where they
mixed on-court action
with sight-seeing and
fun.
The Tigers
played games against
Southeastern University
and Florida Tech. They
attended two Orlando
Magic NBA games,
visited Disney World,
Universal Studios,
Hollywood Studios, and Disney’s Animal Kingdom. They
also spent a day on the beach in Melbourne, Florida.
“The seniors on this year’s team sacrificed a lot and
remained very loyal to Iowa Wesleyan College during several
years of transition,” said Head Coach Jess Settles. “They had
no conference to play in this year and a brutal schedule with
20 of their 27 games on the road. Instead of transferring,
they decided to stick it out. I wanted to reward them with
a special season on and off the court, so the trip to Orlando
was for the seniors.”
The seniors agreed that the trip was a great experience.
“Florida was a once in a lifetime experience, something
I’ll never forget. After the trip I feel like the team got so
much closer and it showed on the court,” said John Umoren.
Teammate Kyle Warner agreed. “The Florida trip allowed us to
play quality teams and it was a way to build team chemistry.
Overall it was a lot of fun and a great experience,” he said.
“Florida was an amazing experience with a tremendous
group of young men,” said Assistant Coach Nick Noring.
“Being able to play against high level competition and
experience Disney, Universal Studios, and attend Orlando
Magic games together truly molded this team into a stronger
family.”
Settles believes the trip was an important part of the
college athletic experience. “I want IWC to be a place
where great memories are created so that when these players
graduate, they will support the next generation of Tigers and
help them travel and experience great college events.”

Athletics |

From Iowa wesleyan to the nbA
Orlando Magic assistant got started in coaching after injury ended his playing career
By David Driver, freelance writer
So how did he go from coaching at Mount
Pleasant to the NBA? The short answer is San
Diego, where Stuckey ended up after college.
His brother had been stationed in the military
there and Stuckey, a product of the Chicago
suburbs, fell in love with the warm climate.
He became an assistant basketball coach at
La Jolla High and was the varsity head coach at
San Dieguito Academy from 2008-12. He led
that team to back-to-back playoff appearances
for the first time in school history.
But more importantly he built relationships
in the basketball community in San Diego. He
got to know people who knew Orlando head
Luke Stuckey ’06
coach Jacque Vaughn, a former standout at the
University of Kansas.
“I made a lot of contacts during the summer in
San Diego,” said Stuckey, who hopes to be a head
coach one day. “I met with the right people there. I
developed some good relationships with people in the
NBA. I got the opportunity and it worked well.”
Stuckey is getting used to the NBA lifestyle with
late-night flights and a lot of time in planes, buses and
hotels. “It does take some getting used to. You find
your routine and once you get in the niche you get
used to it,” he said.
David Driver is a former Division III baseball player at
Eastern Mennonite University and has been covering pro
and college basketball for 20 years. www.davidsdriver.com.
Fernando Medina

The basketball-playing career of Luke Stuckey ’06
did not go as planned at Iowa Wesleyan. But due to
injuries, Stuckey got an early start into coaching and
now is in his first season as an assistant coach/player
development with the Orlando Magic of the NBA—an
amazing journey for a former NAIA player.
“There have been a few moments when it really
hits you. When you are taking the team through pregame workouts and you realize you are working with
NBA players on how to get around a pick and roll,”
said Stuckey, who studies films and does individual
work with players.
Stuckey grew up in Illinois and came to Iowa
Wesleyan after playing two years of basketball at
Northland Community College in Minnesota. But
chronic knee problems ended his playing career for the
Tigers after just one season.
“It got to the point where I couldn’t go anymore,”
he said. “My knee couldn’t handle the grind.”
So Stuckey, the son of a basketball coach, decided
to trade in his sneakers for a clipboard and whistle.
“You want to stay involved. I was not playing so I
ended up helping out with the Mount Pleasant middle
school team, then I got a job as the JV girls coach at
Mount Pleasant High School. That was my first paying
job,” said Stuckey, sitting courtside before Orlando
played on the road against the Washington Wizards.
Stuckey graduated from Iowa Wesleyan with a
degree in exercise science and in 2012 got a master’s
degree in education.

Iowa wesleyan’s move to the ncAA D-III is progressing
Iowa Wesleyan College is in its first year as an exploratory
member of the NCAA. The next phase is provisional
membership.
“Thanks to the efforts of the working group of Dr. Dave
Siebert, mike hampton ’72, Lexy Determan and Steve
williamson ’00, we submitted the voluminous and detailed
application for membership a week prior to the January
15 deadline” said Dr. Linda Buchanan, vice president for
student affairs.
In late February the NCAA Membership Committee
recommended to the D-III Management Council that
Iowa Wesleyan be approved for provisional membership
effective in 2014. The decision of the Management Council is
expected later this spring.
While the move to full affiliation with NCAA is a multi-year
process, Iowa Wesleyan has already moved forward on a
number of steps to position itself for conference membership.
“Our coaches are already recruiting according to

NCAA rules, and will conduct their off-season practices in
accordance with D-III regulations,” said Buchanan. “They
will attend the June regional rules seminar in Indianapolis, a
requirement for all head coaches and the athletic director.”
In addition, the Tigers joined the St. Louis Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (SLIAC) for all sports except football; the
football team will begin playing an Upper Midwest Athletic
Conference (UMAC) schedule in the fall.
IWC has also joined the United States Small College
Athletic Association (USCAA). This affiliation provides
Tiger teams an opportunity to participate in national
championship tournaments for which they qualify.
The College has already implemented the NCAA D-III
scholarship model. Returning Tiger student-athletes retained
their athletic scholarships this year, while new students were
awarded only academic scholarships.
April 2013
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1940s
Ronald Crocker x44 and
Mildred, Mount Union, IA,
celebrated their 68th wedding
anniversary on December 31.

1950s
Martha Hayes x51, Mount
Pleasant, IA, was honored
with a 2012 Iowa Hospital
Association Shining Star
Award for volunteerism.
She is co-chairwoman of
the Henry County Health
Care (HCHC) gift shop and
a member of the HCHC
Auxiliary since 1990.
Betty Clark Schmidt ’56,
Crystal Lake, IL, was
invited to serve as a Juror
of Acceptance for the 2013
Women’s Works national art
show to be held at the Old
Court House Art Center in
Woodstock. Iowa Wesleyan
College will host a onewoman art show for Betty
in October, which includes
Homecoming 2013. Portfolios
of her work can be found at
www.bettyschmidt.com.
Fred Parsons ’57, Keosauqua,
IA, earned his 700th win
as a basketball coach in
February. Parsons has been
basketball coach at Van Buren
Community High School for
50 years. He ranks second

in all-time wins among
active basketball coaches in
Iowa. Along with numerous
conference championships,
Parsons’ teams have appeared
in 10 sub-state tournament
games. He has been selected
as Coach of the Year by the
Iowa Basketball Coaches
Association and was elected to
the Iowa Basketball Coaches
Hall of Fame in 2008. He
was inducted into the Iowa
Wesleyan College Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2012.

Fred Parsons ’57

1960s
Jurine Borton Moore ’60,
Marion, IA, enjoyed playing
on a Cedar Rapids Metro
softball undefeated team this
summer with the Ascension
Lutheran Church.
Barbara Beyer Berry ’61,
Naples, FL, was elected chair
of the Collier County School
Board in Naples. Collier
County Public Schools has
a school population of more

Play ball!
Mark your calendar for IWC events at
a ball park near you!
America’s favorite pastime is a great
opportunity for alumni and friends to get
together for an evening of fun! Watch the
website www.iwc.edu for details.
June 15
June 22
July 13
August 12
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Iowa cubs, Des moines
river bandits, Quad-cities
kernels, cedar rapids
bees, burlington
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than 43,000 students and
is made up of 50 schools
including two Technical
Centers. Barbara is a certified
school board member.

Barbara Beyer Berry ’61

John Donaldson x63, Des
Moines, IA, received a Crime
Fighter Humanitarian Award
for his effort in saving the
life of a neighbor. The award
was presented by the Des
Moines Police Department
and IMT Insurance. John is
president of Summit Sales &
Marketing, Ltd.
Patricia White Bishoff
x64, Loves Park, IL, is the
general manager and director
of marketing at MainStreet
Financial Group in Rockford.
Tom Anderson ’65,
Cleveland Heights, OH,
is a partner at Anderson &
Tyner, a consulting firm
focused on ethics, leadership
and governance at nonprofit
institutions. Tom is also
an adjunct professor of
marketing and policy studies
at the Weatherhead School of
Management, Case Western
Reserve University, where he
teaches ethics in the doctor of
management program.
Jack Engelsen ’68, Galva,
IL, was named outstanding
performer at the Trail of
History, sponsored by
the McHenry County
Conservation District.
An historical re-enactor
storyteller, Jack has been
entertaining at the Trail
of History for 15 years on
various aspects of life in
North America from the
1600s to 1840.

David Meikrantz ’68, Idaho
Falls, ID, enjoys retirement
by taking fly-tying classes
and fishing. He received
recognition at the Idaho
National Laboratory for four
patents granted this year,
earning him 18 United States
patents.
Gary Lockwood ’69,
Chicago, IL, has been selected
as a 2013 Top Illinois Super
Lawyer. He is a founding
partner of Walker Wilcox
Matousek LLP in Chicago.
Gary is the author of a
recently published book
entitled “The Curly Head
Letters,” a compilation of
short stories with a Christmas
theme.

1970s
Barb Bukvich Mead ’70
and Jim, Cedar Rapids, IA,
reacquainted with classmates,
Tom ’69 and Cheryl Stotler
McKinnon ’70, Galesburg,
IL, Patty Seaman-Doran ’72,
Bonita Springs, FL, Jerry ’69
and Joan Tinghino Grippo
’72, Park Ridge, IL and Brian
Donahue ’69, Johnston, IA,
in Florida this January.

Jim and Barb Bukvich Mead ’70,
Cheryl Stotler McKinnon ’70 and
Tom McKinnon ’69

Front row: Jerry Grippo ’69 and
Joan Tinghino Grippo ’72 Back
row: Barb Bukvich Mead ’70,
Brian Donahue ’69, and Patty
Seaman-Doran ’72
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Judy Bethmann ’71, Las
Cruces, NM, retired from
teaching music and band in
February. She will continue to
reside in Las Cruces.
Stephen Blake ’71, Apex,
NC, retired in November
as vice president of sales
for ANSCO Group. He
has worked in the photo
industry since 1973 with
Best Products, Vivitar
Corporation, Konica, Fuji
Photo Film and Pure Digital
Technologies. Steve and his
wife, Connie, between them

have four children and four
grandchildren.
Tom Haberthur ’72, Kearny,
NJ, will retire this year after
teaching 40 years for the
Kearny School District.
Susan Dawson Ewing ’76,
Seaton, IL, writing as Sophie
Dawson, has published the
second and third in a series
of three historical Christian
fiction novels. “Lord’s Love”
and “Giving Love” are
available in print and for
Kindle at Amazon. More

books in the Cottonwood
series, two books in another
historical series and a
contemporary novel are
planned for release this year.
Major Eric Morin ’76,
Palmas, Tocantins, Brazil,
enjoyed a trip to Munich in
September. The trip brought
back fond memories of his
travels through Germany as a
young airman while stationed
in Berlin (1967-71) prior to
his enrollment at IWC.

Major Eric Morin ’76

Keat “Ed” Lim ’77, Selangor,
Malaysia, would love seeing
friends in his part of the
world. If you are in the area

L

ast October, super storm Sandy hit the East Coast. In the weeks that followed, the Iowa
Wesleyan College Alumni Office reached out to the alumni who live and work in that area.
Here are the reports we received in the days that followed:
Pam Porter o’Donnell ’81 and her husband, Mike, moved
to Staten Island, NY, last July.
“We moved into a great townhouse about 100 yards
from the Atlantic Ocean. I started a new job at NYU
Langone Medical Center on the lower east side of
Manhattan as an emergency department case
manager. On October 29 our lives changed when super
storm Sandy hit. Thankfully, we were safe in our second
and third story townhouse, but our car floated away in
the storm surge. We were forced to ride out the storm in
our home. Over eight feet of water surrounded our home
at the height of the storm, and our downstairs neighbors’
homes were destroyed. Our neighborhood was one
of the hardest hit, as 15 of the storm-related deaths
on Staten Island came from our area. Many homes
were destroyed, knocked off their foundation from the
water. We were able to return home two weeks later
after power was restored and the structure had been
inspected.
My employer also suffered a huge loss. More than
300 patients were evacuated when the storm surge
damaged the backup generators at the hospital. You
may have seen interviews with some of the nurses on
late night television, or video of them taking NICU babies
down flights of stairs to waiting ambulances to transfer
to other hospitals outside of the storm-ravaged area. In
January I was able to return to work in my area of the
hospital. I am sure that there are other alumni in the
New York and New Jersey area that were affected by
the storm; I just pray that their outcome was as good as
ours.”
bob Spina ’64, Brookville, NY
“The storm has been a disaster, especially for the Jersey
shore and the south shore of Nassau county. As for us,
we probably will not see our electricity turned on for at
least 2-3 weeks. Luckily I have a generator that runs the

house so we are relatively OK (I have 10 people living
with us). Property damage is another subject, but that is
only material.
The Tri-State area has been devastated and it will be
many months before we get back to some sort of
normalcy. We are back to long gas lines (just like the late
seventies) and for many of us electricity is at least 1-2
weeks away. The south and north shore of Long Island,
north shore of Connecticut and the shore line of Jersey
have been decimated. Areas like the Village I live in look
like it was bombed. But, the Good Lord watched over us
and we are all OK.”
Fred miller ‘63, Ocean City, NJ
“We survived Sandy and we had little damage to our
house, which is only 200 yards from the Atlantic Ocean!
The towns to the north of us were hit hard. Those Iowa
Wesleyan prayers were answered for us in Ocean City,
NJ. We didn’t evacuate (we will the next time!) so we
were here for the strong winds, blowing sand, pounding
rain, flooding, loss of electricity, but we were safe and
there was very little damage to our house which is only
a few hundred yards from the Atlantic Ocean. Some
people weren’t as lucky as us, but flooding was the
biggest problem for most.
I received a lot of messages from my Wesleyan friends.”

erin edwards ’12, Franklin, NJ
“We didn’t lose power for very long because the town’s
emergency services gas supply and annex are on the
same grid as our house. So we are lucky because most
of the town is still out of power. A lot of trees down and
flooding but no damage to my house. The shelters
are up and running so people without power have
someplace with heat to stay.”
PurPle&&whIte
whIte
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Lee Umphrey ’81, Forest
Hills, NY, is director of
strategic development and
communications at IDP
Foundation, Inc. where he
will establish a New York City
office for this Chicago-based
family foundation.

Connect with us!
Follow us on
Facebook and Twitter

Jim Pedrick ’80

email him at polyspark@
yahoo.com.
Sheri Seibold ’77,
Champaign, IL, retired from
the University of Illinois
Extension in December
after serving for 34 years.
The past 10 years she was an
extension specialist in the
area of volunteerism. She
co-chaired the National 4-H
Learning Priority Team on
Volunteerism for the Next
Generation and co-chaired
the 2009 National Extension
Conference on Volunteerism.

Dawn Ann Tish ’80, Blue
Springs, MO, is a licensed
EMT after passing the state
and national boards on her
first try.
Jim Phillips ’81, Lee’s
Summit, MO, was appointed
to a national council of the
Risk Management Association
(RMA).

Jim Phillips ’81

Class of 1963 • 50th Reunion
Commencement • May 3-5, 2013
All-Alumni and Awards banquet
May 3 • 5 p.m. Reception, 5:30 p.m. Banquet

make plans to attend and connect with
Iowa wesleyan friends!
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Robert Roe ’82, Clive,
IA, was promoted to loan
specialist with Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage, where he
has been employed for two
years.
Jeannine Carter Barnett
’83, West Burlington, IA,
is a community support
staff member at Optimae
Community Services in
Burlington.

1980s
Jim Pedrick ’80, Douds, IA,
is director of the annual fund
in the Office of Institutional
Relations at Iowa Wesleyan
College.

Diane Bart-Wells ’82,
Johnston, IA, is the office
manager/front desk
receptionist for Metro West
Kids Learning Center, which
provides therapy services
to youth under the autism
spectrum.

State Police after 25 years
of service. She was the
commanding officer of Troop
T responsible for patrolling
the Pennsylvania Turnpike.
Throughout her career,
she performed numerous
assignments, including
accident reconstructionist,
district commander in
the Bureau of Liquor
Enforcement and as an
investigator and section
commander in the Internal
Affairs Division.

Jim ’83 and Marlene
Davidson DePriest ’85,
Mount Pleasant, IA, were
honored as the 2012 Citizens
of the Year by the Mount
Pleasant Area Chamber
Alliance in January. They are
long-time music educators
in the community. Jim
directs the Mount Pleasant
Community High School
band. Marlene is the middle
school vocal music/choir
instructor and directs the
MPCHS marching band
color guard.
Marcia Thie ’84, Mediapolis,
IA, was a soprano soloist
with the Southeast Iowa
Symphony Orchestra for the
“Messiah” performance at
Iowa Wesleyan College in
December.
Captain Kathy-Jo
Winterbottom ’85,
Pottstown, PA, has retired
from the Pennsylvania

Captain Kathy-Jo Winterbottom ’85

Dr. Stephanie Holliman
’87, Mount Pleasant, IA,
successfully defended her
dissertation “Exploring the
Effects of Empowerment,
Innovation, Professionalism,
Conflict, and Participation
on Teacher Organizational
Commitment” at the
University of Iowa. She earned
her doctorate degree in higher
education policy analysis
in December. She is the
institutional research specialist
at Indian Hills Community
College in Ottumwa.
Dave Lipinski ’88, Cedar
Falls, IA, owns and directs
a race festival in Waterloo
named Park to Park, which
is one of the top 27 halfmarathons in the country
according to Runner’s World
magazine. His race festival is
known for its organization,
environment and enthusiasm.
Dave is an at-risk coordinator
for the Hudson Community
School District. For
information about the Park to
Park and Trekman Racing, go
to www.trekmanracing.com.
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Rev. Lester Moore D.D. ’88,
Ames, IA, was named the
recipient of the 2012 Francis
Asbury Award for fostering
United Methodist Ministries
in Higher Education. The
award was presented by Iowa
Bishop Trimble during the
2012 Annual Conference. It
recognizes individuals who
continue to faithfully guide
the church in ministries to
and with the higher education
learning community.
Jeff Wrede ’88, New Liberty,
IA, is the dean of students/
activities director at West
Branch High School.
Matt Beenblossom ’89,
Ankeny, IA, has been
promoted to assistant vice
president general merchandise
of Hy-Vee, Inc. in West Des
Moines. He previously served
as the food service supervisor
for the Hy-Vee Northwest
Region in Brandon, South
Dakota. Matt and his wife,
Karlyn, have three daughters,
Megan, Tia and Taryn.

Steve Braudt ’96, Davenport,
IA, has been named artistin-residence at GarrettEvangelical Theological
Seminary. He will work
with artists in the seminary
community for mentoring,
support, instruction and
critique of work in progress.
He will also participate
in outreach beyond the
seminary.

Megan Whitcher ’01 and
Jerry Broughton, West Des
Moines, IA, were married
September 15, 2012. Megan
is director of the Kavanagh
Hospice Houses in Des
Moines and is pursuing her
advanced registered nurse
practitioner degree.

Rosaline Ruth Singer

Jason Younce ’96, High
Ridge, MO, was promoted
to divisional manager of sales
and marketing with Swank
Audio Visuals in Fenton.
Mark Parrish ’97 and Onika,
Mount Union, IA, are the
parents of a daughter, Kiersyn
Dorothy, born November 30,
2012.
Tracy Rhum Myers ’99,
Mount Pleasant, IA, is the
advancement coordinator for
the Office of Institutional
Relations at Iowa Wesleyan
College.

22, 2012. She was welcomed
home by her sister, Jacqueline.

Tracy Madsen ’05,
Donnellson, IA, is the high
school band director for the
Fort Madison Community
School District.
Jerry Broughton and Megan
Whitcher ’01

Aaron Fabel ’03 and his
wife, Alicia, Scottsbluff, NE,
celebrated their 10th wedding
anniversary on December 21.
They have two boys, Haley,
7, Justis, 5, and two girls,
Emmyline, 3 and Aerabelle,
age 1.

Heidi Bainbridge ’07 and
Mike, Keosauqua, IA, are the
parents of a daughter, Lainey
Marie, born December 4,
2012.

1990s
Lainey Marie Bainbridge

Bobette Boggs ’91 and John
Massaglia, Pekin, IL, were
married November 17, 2012.

Heather Vyncke x07, Rock
Island, IL, is a registered
nurse in the emergency room
at Trinity Medical Center in
Rock Island.
Tracy Rhum Myers ’99

2000s
John Massaglia and
Bobette Boggs ’91

Merrie Imlay Frentress ’91,
Clive, IA, is the verification and scholarship coordinator in the office of student
financial planning at Drake
University.
Cindy Peck Sheehy ’95,
Ames, IA, is an academic
adviser in electrical and
computer engineering at Iowa
State University.

Chris Beavers ’01, Westfield,
IN, has been recognized by
Worldwide “Who’s Who”
for his dedication, leadership
and excellence in sanitation
services. He is vice president
of Packers Sanitation Services
Inc., where he is responsible
for management of 2,000
employees, budgeting,
forecasting and oversight
for their Southeastern
Region. Chris serves on
the Iowa Wesleyan College
Alumni Association Board of
Directors.

Alicia and Aaron Fabel ’03 with
their family

Krystal Koehler Owen ’03,
Fairfield, IA, earned her CPA
license in December. Krystal
is an accountant with Surya
Financial. Her husband,
David ’02, is the middle
school music/choir teacher
for the Fairfield Community
School District.

HOMECOMING
2013
October 11-12
Celebrating Reunions
For the Classes of 1973,
1988 and 2003
Alumns from every class
are encouraged to attend.

Kim Topping-Singer ’03
and Jim, Batavia, IA, are
the parents of a daughter,
Rosaline Ruth, born October

April 2013 PurPle & whIte
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Missi Holmes ’08, Mount
Pleasant, IA, is a business
manager/staff accountant
with Graf & Company in
Fairfield.
Gao Niu ’09, Mansfield
Center, CT, is a teaching
assistant in math at the
University of Connecticut.
Samantha Helmick ’10,
Burlington, IA, is the public
services director at the
Burlington Public Library.
She represents Iowa nationally
as a Teen and Public Services
librarian representative for
the Collaborative Summer
Reading Program. In this
position she develops
curriculum to promote
literacy during the summer
months for all 50 states.
Samantha will speak on
behalf of reference and
teen librarians to the Iowa
legislature in April to lobby

for educational and technical
innovation.
Kereti Samoa ’10, Iowa City,
IA, was one of 100 members
with the Ottumwa 833rd
Engineering Company of
the Iowa National Guard
deployed to Afghanistan in
January. They are embarking
on a one-year tour of duty.
Josiane Uwibambe ’10 and
Elie Nsabindora x12, Kigali,
Rwanda, were married August
31, 2012.

Shelley Van Dorin ’10,
Mount Pleasant, IA, was
voted Henry County’s Best
Health Care Worker for
2012 in the Mt. Pleasant
News Readers’ Choice contest.
Shelley is responsible for
writing and implementing
the work plan for emergency
preparedness for Henry County
Community Health. She
investigates diseases in the event
of an outbreak, serves senior
health clients by doing home
visits and oversees student
nurses’ clinical hours. She
also gives vaccinations in the
immunization clinic and serves
special population patients by
administering medications.

Josiane Uwibambe ’10 and Elie
Nsabindora x12

Scott ’11 and Shannon
Connors Baldwin ’08,
Mount Pleasant, IA, are the
parents of a son, Landon
Alexander, born October 29,
2012.

Landon Alexander Baldwin

Michael Kerr x11, Belfast,
Northern Ireland, earned
his certificate of business
education initiative in
conjunction with the
Department of Employment
and Learning and the British
Council. He is working for
Ernst & Young and pursuing

Shelley Van Dorin ’10

celebrAtIng bIrthDAyS
104th birthday

94th birthday

Dr. Max Stein ’40, Fort Collins, CO, February 17.
Ray Kitzman ’47, Montrose, CO, January 4.

Esther Stratton Witmer x31,
Tipton, IA, December 2.
Esther, not wanting to waste
time, reads her book while on
the exercise machine.

93rd birthday

Bette Sunderlin Coulson ’41, Ames, IA, January 12.
Bob Wustrow ’41, Keokuk, IA, December 3.
Billy Owen ’43, Mount Pleasant, IA, November 19.

97th birthday
Leatha Thacher ’63,
Burlington, IA, January 11.

Esther Stratton Witmer x31

96th birthday

Virginia Hallowell Aguirre ’40, San Francisco, CA, November 8.
Ray Zabel ’42, Bloomington, IL, December 13.
Mildred Linder ’66, Winfield, IA, February 28.
Esther Stoller Brown ’76, Burlington, IA, November 12.

James McCabe x44, Mount Pleasant, IA, December 25.
William Caris ’47, Eden Prairie, MN, November 18.
Dorothy Rukgaber Apps ’48, Pittsfield, IL, December 25.
Ruth Denning Mertens ’61, Burlington, IA, November 7.

Elizabeth “Betty” Lundgren
Jagger x39, Virginia Beach,
VA, October 20. She is a
retired teacher and nurse.
Betty was married to Navy
fighter pilot, Cdr. Frank
Andrew Jagger, for 65 years.

90th birthday

Leonard “Bud” Redlinger ’46, Monroe, NC, December 4.
Darline White Richardson x46, Broomfield, CO, November 3.
Elizabeth “Betty” Lundgren Jagger x39
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Harold Dubach x40, Wilmington, NC, November 25.
Marjorie Byrum Hinkley ’41, Bellevue, WA, December 24.
Merrill Frescoln ’46, Batavia, IA, December 20.
Bob Bohm ’50, Palmetto Bay, FL, October 8.
Rev. Everett Burham ’51, Washington, IA, January 19.

91st birthday

95th birthday

18
18

92nd birthday
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a Masters in Accounting at
the University of Ulster.

Michael Kerr x11

Grant Bickell ’12 and Joy,
Yarmouth, IA, are the parents
of a daughter, Amelia Joy,
born December 13, 2012.
She was welcomed home by
her older brother, Graeme,
born in July 2011. Grant
is the director of children’s
ministries at Harmony Bible
Church near Danville.

Amelia Joy Bickell

Tyler Dingman ’12, New
London, IA, is the website
manager at Iowa Wesleyan
College.

Tyler Dingman ’12

Nikole Taylor and Brent
Keaster ’12, Oskaloosa, IA,
were married December 15,
2012. Brent is a strength
and conditioning coach at
William Penn University.

In memoriam
Elsie S. Kinney ’35, January
2, 2013, Mount Pleasant,
IA. Survivors include a son,
Stewart Kinney, 1004 W.
Clay St., Mount Pleasant,
IA 52641-2250, and a sister,
Viola Beattie x37.
Rebecca Rich Kron ’35,
December 30, 2012,
Houston, Texas. Survivors
include a niece, Nancy
Winter Parks ’53, 8327
Hunters Creek Drive,
Houston, TX 77024-3202.

Alumni
Directory
harris connect will be publishing the 2013
Iowa wesleyan college Alumni Directory!
In the coming months, Harris Connect will be
contacting you and your fellow alumni via
mail and email for the purpose of making our
records more accurate and our Directory more
complete.
Please take a few moments to provide current
information for the new Alumni Directory.

George W. Stein ’38, January
26, 2013, Olathe, KS.
Survivors include a daughter,
Lori Ann Ramsey, 17929 W.
158th Terrace, Olathe, KS
66062, and a brother, Dr.
Max Stein ’40. A memorial
has been established to Iowa
Wesleyan College.

include a daughter, Shirley
Wandling, 2585 Lexington
Ave., Mount Pleasant, IA
52641-8056.

Stanley F. Clinton ’39,
October 21, 2012,
Davenport, IA. Survivors
include a son, Jeffrey
Clinton, 11665 109th Ave.,
Davenport, IA 52804-9583.

Roger W. Farmer x44,
October 21, 2012, Boonville,
MO. Survivors include a son,
David Farmer, 1033 Lady
Lore Drive, Lewisville, TX
75056-5787.

Pauline Carroll Shepp ’39,
January 28, 2013, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors
include a daughter, Melinda
Huisinga, 1803 E. Belt Drive,
Mount Pleasant, IA 526412737. A memorial has been
established to Iowa Wesleyan
College.

Wendell F. Peterson x45,
November 9, 2012, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors
include his wife, Audrey
Peterson, 1568 Hwy. 218,
Mount Pleasant, IA 526419221, and a daughter, Margie
Peterson Peek x80.

Darla Millspaugh Murray
x41, September 17, 2012,
Powell, WY. Survivors include
a daughter, Linda Murray,
721 Lane 13, Powell, WY
82435.
Don F. Lauer x42, January
17, 2013, Mount Pleasant,
IA. Survivors include a
son, Art Lauer ’70, 1467
Kentucky Ave., Winfield, IA
52659-9340.
Evelyn Rukgaber Roth ’43,
October 8, 2012, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors

We look forward to hearing from you!

Frances Jaeger Stauffer ’46,
December 10, 2012, Quincy,
IL.
Margaret Gavin Chapman
x47, April 19, 2012, Lady
Lake, FL. Survivors include
her husband, Ed Chapman,
1141 Elizabeth Court, Lady
Lake, FL 32162-8737.
Elda Gabeline Deffer ’47,
December 27, 2012, Virginia
Beach, VA. Survivors include
a daughter, Melinda Deffer,
8127 N. New Braunfels Ave.,
Apt. 202, San Antonio, TX
78209-2126.

Shirley R. Blum ’48,
November 7, 2012, Fairfield,
IA. Survivors include a
nephew, Keith Dimmitt,
2299 Mint Ave., Fairfield,
Iowa 52556.
Joel H. Garretson, Sr. x49,
January 20, 2013, Salem, IA.
Survivors include his wife,
Joyce Stuart Garretson x48,
1891 335th St., Salem, IA
52649-9432, a daughter,
Cathy Garretson Helman
’71, a son, Joel Garretson,
Jr. ’76, a granddaughter,
Sarah Helman x02, a
grandson, Justin Garretson
’02 and a niece, Tina Woollis
Greenwood ’76.
Lucille Shelangoski Garrels
x49, December 24, 2012,
New London, IA. Survivors
include her husband, Miles
Garrels, 2535 Pond Drive,
New London, IA 52645-9187.

Connect a student

Do you know a student who’d
love the personal attention,
leadership opportunities and
great learning experience an
Iowa Wesleyan education
offers?

let us know at
admit@iwc.edu
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Martin J. Roan x49,
November 24, 2012, Sun
City West, AZ. Survivors
include his wife, Mary
Hixson Roan x49, 14127 W.
Desert Glen Drive, Sun City
West, AZ 85375-5586.
Ted Lawrence ’50, December
27, 2012, Thompsonville, IL.
Survivors include a son, John
Lawrence, 5251 King Road,
Thompsonville, IL 628902716, and a brother, Bob
Lawrence ’50.
Rev. Gerald “Jerry” B.
Wolcott ’50, January 1,
2013, West Des Moines, IA.
Survivors include his wife,
Ruth Wolcott, 495 S. 51st St.
Unit 5, West Des Moines, IA
50265-6985.
Ruth Farmer Baker ’53, July
13, 2012, League City, TX.
Ronald F. Hackbarth ’57,
October 16, 2012, Houston,
TX. Survivors include his
wife, Marianna Hackbarth,
11319 Sagepark Lane,
Houston, TX 77089-4520.
Maynard M. “Mike”
Whitney ’58, October
30, 2012, Blodgett, OR.
Survivors include his wife,
Elinor Whitney, 20137
Summit Hwy., Blodgett, OR
97326-9405.

Ethel Hannum Harvoy ’60,
November 23, 2012, Sun
City, AZ. Survivors include
her husband, Jack Harvoy,
16014 Lakeforest Drive, Sun
City, AZ 85351-1450.

Eric J. Slagel ’70, December
29, 2012, Wayland, IA.
Survivors include an uncle,
Stanley Widmer ’63, 1118
Hwy. 78, Wayland, IA
52654-9548.

Gregory A. Whitcomb ’88,
January 3, 2013, Red Wing,
MN. Survivors include his
wife, Amy Malloy Whitcomb
’89, 1035 Bush St., Red
Wing, MN 55066-3420.

Yvonne C. Geary x63,
December 27, 2012,
Ottumwa, IA.

Gary L. Walton ’70,
November 22, 2012,
Colorado Springs, CO.

Michael R. Finnegan ’64,
May 24, 2011, Plano, TX.
Survivors include his wife,
Sandra Finnegan, 5760
Daniel Road Apt. 7502,
Plano, TX 75024-4225.

June Lingenfelter Jennings
’73, October 17, 2012,
Wapello, IA. Survivors
include a daughter, Grace
Finley, 16978 115th St.,
Wapello, IA 52653-9241.

Jean Boswell D.H.L. ’94,
December 28, 2012, Roswell,
NM. Survivors include her
daughter, Debbie Cooper,
1513 Latigo Circle, Roswell,
NM 88201.

Virginia A. Mason ’65,
January 5, 2013, Winfield,
IA. Survivors include her
husband, Malcolm Mason,
P.O. Box 30, Winfield, IA
52659-0030, and a brother,
Everett Hatch ’57.

Dr. Donald M. Patrick
x73, November 14, 2012,
Indianola, IA. Survivors
include his wife, Patricia
Hinkle Patrick ’78, 1210
N. 9th St. #29, Indianola, IA
50125-4839.

Rev. Richard R. Fite ’66,
November 9, 2012, Oconto
Falls, WI. Survivors include
his wife, Rev. Diane Sharp
Fite x68, 6619 Birchwood
Shores Lane, Oconto Falls,
WI 54154-9546.

Mark K. Rose x79, January
15, 2013, Mount Pleasant,
IA. Survivors include his wife,
Theresa Rose, 1913 305th St.,
Mount Pleasant, IA 526418036, and a brother, Michael
Rose x83.

David P. Timmerman x67,
January 2, 2013, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors include
his wife, Karen Timmerman,
2537 Iowa Ave., Mount
Pleasant, IA 52641-8202.

James H. Kent Sc.D. ’81,
October 29, 2012, Muscatine,
IA. Survivors include his wife,
Irene Kent, 2507 Mulberry
Ave., Muscatine, IA 527612780.

Iowa Wesleyan College Life
Trustee (1979-2013), Dr.
James R. Mincks, January
20, 2013, Fort Myers, FL.
Survivors include his wife,
Kathleen Mincks, 4391
Foremast Court Apt. 1B,
Fort Myers, FL 33919, a
son, Bryan Mincks ’71, and
a daughter, Patty Mincks
Berryman x78. A memorial
to the James Mincks
Scholarship Fund has been
established to Iowa Wesleyan
College.

Alumni and friends gather at Iwc After hours

Des Moines, October 15, 2012
Dave Mineart ’60, John Donaldson
x63, Regi Donaldson, Tim Mineart
x87, Libby Gentry Mineart ’60
20
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Des Moines, October 15, 2012
Jason Kiesey ’94, Jenné Simmons,

Yvonne Vickroy Dewein ’76, Rich
Dewein ’72, Carol Nemitz ’56, L.H.D. ’03

Muscatine, October 18, 2012
Roberta Eichelberger, Claude Gifford,
Bret McGreer ’07

commencement Weekend May 3-5, 2013
5:30 p.m. ● All-Alumni banquet
Social Hall
Howe Student Activity Center
Honoring Distinguished Alumnus
Award Winners —
Distinguished Alumni Award
Dr. Linda Gerdner ’80
Distinguished Young Alumni Award
Tony Timm ’96
Alumni Service Award
Sue ’72 and Mick Michael ’72

Friday, may 3

Noon - 4 p.m. ● Alumni hospitality
room open
Meet and visit with classmates
McCurdy Conference Room
Howe Student Activity Center
8 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. ● bookstore open
Student Union
1-4 p.m. ● Alumni Association
board of Directors meeting
International Room
Chadwick Library

7:30 p.m. ● nurse Pinning ceremony
IWC Chapel Auditorium

4-5 p.m. ● 50-year reception
class of 1963 ● President’s Home,
611 E. Washington Street

Saturday, may 4

4-4:30 p.m. ● extended learning
reception, for graduates and faculty of
the Extended Learning program
Espy/McCurdy Conference Room
Howe Student Activity Center
5 p.m. ● All-Alumni reception
Anniversary Class Reunion Photos 1963
Howe Student Activity Center Atrium

8:30 a.m. ● All-Alumni reunion
breakfast
McCurdy Conference Room
Howe Student Activity Center
9 a.m.- 1 p.m. ● bookstore open
Student Union
10:30 a.m. ● baccalaureate Service
Speaker: Dr. Lilian Gallo Seagren,
Southeast District Superintendent of the
Iowa Annual Conference for the United
Methodist Church
IWC Chapel Auditorium

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. ● graduation
lunch buffet
Student Union Dining Hall
1:30 p.m. ● commencement
Speaker: M. Fredric Volkmann ’66
Ceremony on campus lawn in front of
Old Main. Rain location Olan G. Ruble
Arena in the Howe Student Activity
Center
reception following Commencement.
All graduates, alumni and guests are
invited.
Campus Lawn
class of 1963 reunion immediately
following Commencement reception
Dinner served at 5 p.m. (20 reservations
required for event to take place)
Rich & Liz Garrels’ Shelter, rural Mount
Pleasant
5:30 p.m. ● worship Service
First United Methodist Church
309 N. Main Street

Sunday, may 5

9 & 11:15 a.m. ● worship Services
First United Methodist Church
309 N. Main Street

Due by April 26, 2013
Name

FrIDAy, mAy 3

Address
City

State

Zip

SAturDAy, mAy 4

Email

Alumni Reunion Breakfast
Phone

IWC Class Year

Spouse

IWC Class Year

n check (payable to Iowa Wesleyan College)
n MasterCard n VISA n Discover
Card No.

# OF PERSONS

_________ x $18.50 = ___________
50 yr. class (1963) + 1 guest _________ complimentary

Alumni Banquet

Expiration Date
Security Code

Signature

_________ x $6.50 = ___________

Graduation Lunch
Graduating Senior

_________ complimentary

Alumni, Parents, Friends

_________ x $8.50 = ___________

Child age 6-12

_________ x $4.50 = ___________

Children under 6 eat free

_________

Class of 1963 50 Year Class Reunion

_________ x $30.00 = ___________
TOTAL =

Mail form and payment to: Alumni Relations Office, Iowa Wesleyan College
601 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant, IA 52641
Please email alumni@iwc.edu or call 319.385.6215 with questions.

Tickets will be at Reunion Headquarters, Howe Student Activity Center.
They will not be mailed.
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Connecting alumni
to the world through
service
When Iowa Wesleyan alumni go out into the
world, they serve others. The connection
between what they value and how they give
reflects their Iowa Wesleyan education.
Fred miller ’63 gives back to the community
he loves. Fred, a retired teacher, moved to
the Jersey shore after graduating. Now he
is considered Ocean City’s town historian,
consummate volunteer and go-to person for
local history. He has researched and written
about the Ocean City Beach Patrol, Ocean
City mayors and the local baby parade.
Fred is the secretary and long-time member
of the Cape May County Division of Culture
and Heritage, former president and current
member of the Ocean City Historical Museum,
director of the Ocean City Rowing and
Athletic Association, director of the Ocean
City Lifesaving Museum and a member of the
Ocean City Historic Preservation Commission.
Service is the foundation of the Iowa Wesleyan
education, just as it has been for more than
40 years. When students graduate, they take
that commitment to service with them to their
workplaces, their communities and the world.
Your gift to the Iowa Wesleyan College Annual
Fund will help ensure that the Iowa Wesleyan
College connection between education and
service grows stronger.

Please support the students, programs and
future of Iowa wesleyan by making your
gift today.

Fred Miller ’63 with his
wife, Susan standing on
the Ocean City boardwalk
where they met during the
summer of 1975.
They are holding one of the
books they wrote.
Photo by David Nahan/Ocean
City Sentinel

