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MOVING FORWARD
Iowa Wesleyan charts 
a path for the future



Dear alumni and friends of Iowa Wesleyan College:

In the past year I have shared with many of you information about the strategic 
plan adopted by the Board of Trustees on May 6, 2009. The three goals of the plan are 
straightforward, but bear huge potential for advancing the mission of the College. Iowa 
Wesleyan will move forward to the next level of success by:

Goal I: Enhancing the rigor and challenge of its academic programs.

Goal II: Enrolling and retaining an academically strong student body  
  of 1,000 students by the Fall of 2015.

Goal III: Enhancing its financial stability through resource growth.

The Board of Trustees, faculty and staff have already made significant progress 
toward these goals. The faculty has endorsed a framework for a new general education 
plan that strengthens the foundation of the Iowa Wesleyan academic experience for 
all students. We have created a position for an assistant dean to oversee the general 
education curriculum, ensuring that this portion of the curriculum receives the same 
level of support as our majors. At the time of this writing, the faculty is considering 
implementation of an academic Honor Code, which I hope to see in place by this fall.

We have taken positive steps toward the recruitment and retention goal. We have placed 
more emphasis on ensuring that prospective students are adequately prepared for their 
academic work at the College. We have also made important changes to improve the quality 
of campus life for our students to enhance retention. For example, this fall Iowa Wesleyan will 
institute a “dry campus” policy, banning alcohol from all student residential and academic 
areas. This change should make residence life safer and more enjoyable for students.

Finally, we are working diligently to improve the College’s financial position. Market gains 
have restored our endowed resources, but we are also focusing on improving our advancement 
and fund-raising activities. Our Institutional Relations Office is currently undergoing a 
significant restructuring to improve our capabilities in that area. Similarly, the College’s 
Business Office has instituted numerous efforts to streamline operations and enhance campus 
services, including an energy conservation project that will improve the living and working 
environment of every building on campus.

Implementation of the strategic plan is advancing the mission of Iowa Wesleyan College by 
strengthening our institution for the future. Moving Iowa Wesleyan forward to the next level of 
success requires a united effort by those on campus with our alumni and friends. I invite you to 
join us through your active involvement and support in the work of the College.

Sincerely,

Jay K. Simmons, Ph.D.
President

Message from Iowa Wesleyan College’s President
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hen Dr. Jay Simmons took over as 
President of Iowa Wesleyan in the 
summer of 2008, there was no 
institutional GPS waiting in his office. 

The College was in the final phases of its largest 
fundraising campaign in history, moving toward 
fulfilling the goals identified as the foundation of that 
effort. But Simmons realized that even before the 
Campaign concluded, it would be necessary to have a 
plan outlining the next steps toward the College’s 
future.

By the following summer, a drafting committee 
had identified the initial elements of a five-year 
strategic plan for Iowa Wesleyan. A group comprised 
of faculty, staff, students, members of the Board 
of Trustees and Alumni Board, and community 
members identified priorities for moving the College 
forward. Following review and input by members of 
the campus community, a final plan was adopted by 
the Board in May 2009.

While wide-ranging in scope, the strategic 
plan focuses on three primary areas: the academic 
program, enrollment and financial resources. 

A strong academic program is at the heart of 
every college’s mission. The strategic plan includes 
a number of strategies designed to build on the 
Iowa Wesleyan academic experience for all students. 
Primary among the objectives is the redesign of the 
general education program.

“It is imperative that a small college like ours 
review its general education program periodically to 
ensure it reflects the strength of the faculty and their 

teaching, as well as new pedagogical strategies,” said 
Simmons. “This is the foundation of every student’s 
experience at Iowa Wesleyan.” 

The faculty has endorsed the plan for a revised 
general education program, and a committee is now 
working on an implementation plan.

Another objective within the academic program 
area is the creation and implementation of an Honor 
Council and Honor Code.  “We need a campus-wide 
standard of expectations and a body that makes sure 
we are applying that standard consistently,” Simmons 
said.

“This will also give our students increased 
responsibility for maintaining high standards of 
integrity for themselves and their peers,” Simmons 
said. “Research shows that students come to college 
without a clear understanding of the full meaning 
of academic integrity. We need to take responsibility 
for educating them as students, and as the future 
workforce of our country.”

Increasing enrollment
The strategic plan identifies an enrollment goal of 

1,000 students by the fall semester of 2015. The issue 
of enrollment is addressed through strategies in both 
new student admission and retention. 

Efforts for increasing new student admission 
range from contacting students earlier in their 
college selection process, to expanding outreach and 
communication to prospective students through 
a variety of different means. New publications, 
increased use of social media and consistent 
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messaging efforts are all being implemented in the 
admissions process. 

“We have an incredible opportunity through 
our relationship with Dr. Dick Ferguson and ACT 
that is helping to improve the way our Admissions 
staff utilizes the information available through 
ACT in our student search process,” Simmons said. 
“By focusing our efforts on those students best 
prepared to succeed at Iowa Wesleyan, we can make 
an impact on our retention, as well as on our new 
student recruitment.”

Retention will also be addressed through 
programming and services designed to complement 
and strengthen the student experience on campus. 
Strategies include academic support, increased 
student services and campus-wide training in 
retention methods.

Financial stability
Enhancing the financial stability of the College 

can be accomplished through a number of strategies. 
“Increasing enrollment and retention will, of course, 
improve our financial position by providing more 
tuition revenue,” Simmons said.

 “In addition, we are looking to strengthen 
our Institutional Relations function through 
recommendations made by consultant Marts & 
Lundy. Their assessment and recommendations are 
providing a solid base for improving our capacity in 
fundraising under the capable leadership of our Vice 
President Jerry Thomas,” he said.

Evaluation of the institution’s physical plant 

is also part of maximizing financial stability. A 
significant item in the annual college budget is the 
cost of maintaining, repairing and using the 50-year 
old steam system to heat College buildings. 

“Right now all of our buildings are heated 
through the steam system, which has low efficiency 
and high maintenance requirements,” Simmons said. 
“We are exploring a whole new system that would 
give us efficiency ratings in the mid-90th percentile 
and ensure energy cost savings.”

The plan includes turning the steam system 
off at the end of the current school year, and never 
turning it on again. All campus buildings would be 
retrofitted with new HVAC (heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning) systems, including the use of 
geothermal systems for Pioneer, Old Main and the 
P.E.O. administration building.

“We are looking at an energy conservation 
project that would result in significant cost savings 
over the next 15-20 years,” Simmons said.

Positioned for the future
Simmons noted that many of the strategies being 

developed and implemented will benefit the College 
in multiple ways and the integration of all strategies 
lays a solid foundation for the next generation of 
Iowa Wesleyan students.

“We are creating a plan to implement over the 
next five years,” Simmons said. “This is a realistic 
time frame for making real improvement and 
positioning ourselves for the next phase of the 
College’s future.” 
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Two Pillars of Service

4

F or more than 40 years, Iowa Wesleyan College 
students have completed co-curricular service 
projects as part of their education. Through 
the Responsible Social Involvement (RSI) 

program, students fulfilled independent service projects, 
finishing the requirement by writing a paper and giving a 
presentation reflecting on their service experience.

The service component continues today, but has 
evolved to offer students new and increased ways to 
explore how they can give back to society and how that 
service benefits them. 

“We have created two pillars of civic engagement for 
our students,” said Dr. Alisha Vincent, director of Service-
Learning and Civic Engagement at Iowa Wesleyan. 
“Students continue to work independently or in small 
groups on co-curricular projects in pillar one. The second 
pillar is academic service-learning, which is a course-
based, credit bearing way for students to connect their 
classes to meet the needs of community partners while 
they are taking the course.”

Vincent said the shift from strictly co-curricular service 
projects to including some academic service-learning benefits 
the students and supports the mission of the college.

“Academic service-learning integrates service into 
the curriculum. It is well-planned and structured with 
reflection before, during and after the experience,” she said.

Faculty are encouraged to develop courses that 
include a service component within their disciplines. This 
includes identifying a community partner with a need 
corresponding to the course objectives. The combination 
offers a win-win opportunity, Vincent believes. “What 
better way to help a non-profit organization find solutions 
than to involve students who are learning and passionate 
about what they are doing.”

While academic service-learning gives instructors 
a great deal of freedom in integrating service into their 
courses, Vincent acknowledges that it also challenges faculty 
to a completely different style of teaching. Part of her role 
is to facilitate that process by working with both the faculty 
and community partners on course development. 

Vincent points to a number of successful examples 
of academic service learning already in place in the 
curriculum in disciplines ranging from nursing to 
psychology to art. 

Dr. Cyndi Walljasper ’92, assistant professor of 
psychology, introduced a service-learning component into 
her Positive Psychology course this year.

 “This relatively new area of psychology focuses on 
what makes us healthy and happy,” she said. “Research 
shows that it is not just fun and pleasure that make life 
meaningful; healthier and happier people are those that 
help others.”

“I could preach this to my students, but it is more 
effective to have them put this into practice and reflect 
how it impacts their own lives and their happiness,” 
Walljasper said. “This is learning in a hands-on way.”

This semester Walljasper’s students are focusing on 
water needs locally and around the world. As part of this 
class, they explored the struggle of living with a limited 
amount of clean water by being restricted to a small 
amount of water each day for three days. Students also 
had to carry their water container with them all day.

 “The students got a feel of what it is like to not have 
regular, unlimited access to clean, safe water,” she said. 
“They filled a container by 6:30 each morning, and that is 
the only water they were able to use all day. They had to 
consider how to best use that water for cooking, drinking 
and bathing.” 

The service component included educating the campus 
and community through a World Water Day event in 
late March that included speakers, exhibits, events and 
a movie the students produced during their experience. 
In addition, money was raised to be donated to the local 
organization, Water: Our Thirsty World, which provides 

Classrooms offer new opportunities for service and learning

Students in the printmaking class worked with volunteers at Printer’s Hall at Midwest 
Old Threshers.
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Holly Jones grew up in Mount Pleasant, 
learning the value of service through her 
involvement in Explorer 
Post 1846 at the Old 
Threshers Log Village. She 
also grew up as part of 
the Iowa Wesleyan family, 
accompanying her dad, 
art professor Don Jones, to 
activities on campus. 

Now an opportunity 
through the AmeriCorps 
VISTA program has brought 
Jones home to Mount 
Pleasant and into a position 
helping bridge her community and the College 
through service.

Jones, a 2010 graduate of the University 
of Iowa, was working at the United States 
Department of Agriculture this summer when her 
head and her heart called her back to Iowa. “I 
had to decide if I wanted to sign a contract to 
stay on in Washington, or come back to Iowa. 
The day I decided to come home, I saw this job 
opening and it all fell into place from there,” she 
said.

AmeriCorps VISTA is a national service 
program that stations members in non-profit 
organizations or local government agencies to 
assist with community needs. Members make 
a one-year commitment at nominal pay, 
with student loan assistance provided at the 
conclusion of the service.

As an AmeriCorps VISTA member through the 
Iowa Campus Compact, Jones is working with the 
Iowa Wesleyan Service-Learning Office. “My role is 
to help increase service opportunities on campus, 
create more conversations about service with 
the community, and basically help the service-
learning program in any way that I can,” she said.

Dr. Alisha Vincent, director of Service-
Learning and Civic Engagement, said being able 
to add a position through the VISTA program is 
an invaluable opportunity for the College. “Holly 
is taking an active role in building relationships 
with our community partners to see how Iowa 
Wesleyan can better serve them,” she said. “Holly 
also helps identify opportunities for course-based, 
academic service-learning and finds creative 
ways for students to plug into volunteer projects 
independently.”

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day in 
January, Jones organized a bread-baking event 
where students and staff baked more than 50 
loaves of banana bread. The fresh-baked goods 
were delivered to area care centers.  She also 
works with campus classes and organizations on 
service initiatives, including World Water Day and 
the Women of Wesleyan Week activities.

While Jones enjoys the familiarity of the 
college campus and her hometown, it was 
her own desire to serve that brought her to the 
position. “I see this as an alternative way to help 
my community, help my country and at the same 
time, gain some hands-on experience in non-
profit work,” she said. 

Two Pillars of Service

water chlorination systems to orphan villages in Ethiopia, Rwanda and Asia. 

Opportunities for service
The service requirement for this year’s freshman class is 120 hours, which is 

completed through independent, group and academic service prior to graduation. 
Independent projects continue to offer students the opportunity to choose non-profit 
organizations where they can learn more about their major or serve a need for which 
they have an interest. 

“I encourage students who are doing independent projects to get involved in 
service activities they care about,” Vincent said. “For a nursing student, that might 
be hospice, while a business major might choose to volunteer for an economic 
development organization.” 

Vincent’s office is continually seeking community partners, to offer students a 
wide range of service opportunities and to explore new options for faculty to offer 
service-learning through their courses. 

Once students complete the required number of service hours, they enroll 
in a capstone course. In this one credit hour course, students write a paper about 
their overall service experience at Iowa Wesleyan. They also create an exhibit that 
visually illustrates their experience and the benefits of their service. These exhibits are 
displayed in a service learning fair, held once each semester. 

“By bringing all of these exhibits together, we give the campus and community 
an opportunity to learn from all of these projects,” Vincent said. “The students have 
the creative freedom to tell their stories in a number of ways.”

Vincent, who completed her doctoral dissertation on the institutionalization of 
service-learning in education, said academic service-learning has really taken off in the 
last 10 years at the college level, and more recently in middle schools and high schools. 
Iowa Wesleyan’s program of required service, however, is more extensive than most.

“We are working to help students see that service is more than just a graduation 
requirement, and inspire them to see how they can positively impact others in a 
variety of ways.” 

Wesleyan Seminar students
assist with the Henry County 
Conservation Board Night Hike.

VISTA PROGRAM BRINGS 
SERVICE FULL CIRCLE

Holly Jones

Stephanie Tener and Rebecca McAllistar help bake bread to be delivered 
to area care centers during a day of service in January.
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For Anita Brent Hampton ’71, it’s a new job in a 
very familiar place. For the Iowa Wesleyan College 
alumni program, it’s a very familiar face in a brand 

new role.
Hampton was named Director of Alumni and Parent 

Relations at Iowa Wesleyan March 1. 
Coming on board as staff member is just one 

more step in Hampton’s long association with 
Iowa Wesleyan. After graduating with a degree in 
elementary education, she began her career that 
included working with young children, student 
teachers and child care providers. But throughout the 
years there has always been a connection to her alma 
mater.

Hampton ran Grasshopper Green preschool, 
located in the lower level of the Student Union, for 18 
years. She served as an instructor of early childhood 
education for the College from 1996-2000. 

She has spent the last 10 years working as an 
early childhood specialist and coordinator of Project 
REACH through Iowa State University Extension. 
She also served as coordinator for The Community 

Partnership for Protecting Children. During those years, 
she remained actively involved with the College. She was 
a member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors 
from 1996-2010, 
serving as President 
from 2006-2010.

“Serving on the 
Alumni Board gave 
me the opportunity 
to meet many alumni 
from a variety of experiences and across many years,” 
Hampton said. “It also allowed me to stay up-to-date 
on campus life and activities, which will be helpful as I 
transition into this position.”

Hampton has also served as a Class Agent and a 
volunteer with the Henry County Campaign for Iowa 
Wesleyan.

“Anita brings a high level of enthusiasm to 
everything she does,” said Jerry Thomas, vice president 
for institutional relations. “Both Anita and (her husband) 
Mike love Iowa Wesleyan.  She is a natural fit in our office 
as we expand our alumni and parent programming.” 

Thomas noted that the hiring of Hampton is part of 

Welcome Home
a restructuring of the alumni relations office. 

“In the coming months we will be expanding our 
programming to allow our alumni to become more 
connected with Wesleyan, not only during homecoming 
and commencement, but throughout the year,” said 
Thomas. 

“As alumni director I want to encourage all alumni 
to maintain a close relationship with the College after 
graduation,” Hampton said. “I would love to increase the 
number of alumni returning to campus or supporting the 
College in other ways. I think it will be very important to 
increase the visibility of the Alumni Director by actually 
‘taking the campus’ to them, visiting alumni in their 
communities and workplaces or otherwise providing the 
link between campus and alumni.  This position should 
be a catalyst to keeping alums involved with the College.”

In addition to expanded alumni programming and 
services, the office will now coordinate a program for 
parents of current and former Iowa Wesleyan students. 

“With so many of our students being first in their 
family to go to college, the whole college culture and 
experience can be confusing to parents as well. The 
College has a responsibility to reach out to parents, assist 
them in their transitioning role if necessary, and develop 
them in a way that they will support not only their 

student, but the College 
as well,” Hampton said. 
“Our office can forge 
a relationship with 
the parents while their 
student is on campus, 
then maintain that 

relationship once their student becomes an alumnus.”  
“I want every family to feel an affinity to Iowa 

Wesleyan,” she added.  “I want families to value the role 
the College plays in challenging their student to grow in 
positive ways.”   

Hampton’s office is located in the P.E.O. 
Administration Building. She can be reached at anita.
hampton@iwc.edu or by calling the Office of Alumni and 
Parent Relations at 319.385.6213.

Hampton is married to Mike Hampton ’72, athletic 
director and head softball coach at Iowa Wesleyan. She 
replaces Erin Jewell ’05. 

Alumna finds new way to serve her alma mater
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Anita Brent Hampton ’71

I want every family to feel an 
affinity to Iowa Wesleyan.”“
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As a five-year old, budding artist Jan Richardson 
stood in her parents’ bedroom and systematically 
shredded each piece of her artwork. Her inner 

critic was already at work, she says, saying that her 
crayon, paint and pencil works “weren’t any good.”

As a collage artist, Richardson now puts her art 
together, “piece by piece.”

Richardson, an ordained United Methodist minister 
from Florida, was on campus in February as artist-in-
residence and the Clifford and Maxine Manning Annual 
Lecture Series speaker. In the classroom and in public 
lectures, she focused on the topic of faith and creativity.

“I grew up thinking that artists were people who 
could draw or paint well, and that wasn’t me,” she said. 
“Around the time I graduated from seminary, something 
in me was transformed as I began to cut, tear and paste 
paper to create something new. I became an artist by 
putting the pieces together.”

That metaphor suits Richardson’s theory on finding 
our way in life. “There is no map, no blue print for who 
we are to become,” she said. “We find our way by putting 
the pieces together as we go.”

Richardson’s message focused on creativity as a 
critical component of faith. “Without creative expression 

in its variety of forms, it’s nearly impossible to have access 
to the sacred,” she said. 

She compared the message of the first chapters of the 
book of Genesis to “God getting into the studio.”

“The creativity that God expressed as he created the 
world did not end after six days,” she said. “He made us 
in His image and in His likeness, and that included His 
creative spark. I believe God took a rest on the seventh 
day, then invited us to get to work.”

Richardson argues against the idea that individuals 
of faith must choose between justice and creativity. Works 
of justice through service to others does not supercede 
creativity. Too often, she said, creative explorations of 
faith are seen as luxury, if time and money remain. But 
being creative is “tangental to who we are as a body of 
Christ,” she said. And she maintains that it is critical that 
we respond to God’s creative call in our life.

Richardson’s topics arise from “my own awareness 
of – and experience with – how an artful, creative life 
can help us find our way in a world that doesn’t provide 
any maps,” she said. “Art and justice are both part of our 
response to the God who created us and who calls us to 
participate in the ongoing work of creation.”

“Each of us is called to recognize places of brokenness 
in the world around us and within us, and to pick up the 
pieces in whatever creative ways we can. We, as artists 
and human beings, are called to recognize woundedness 
in the world and to claim a space for beauty, healing, 
hopefulness and grace.”

Richardson is the director of The Wellspring Studio, 
an organization that incorporates her vocation as an artist, 
writer, retreat and workshop leader and spiritual director. 

She is the author of several books, including “Sacred 
Journeys: A Woman’s Book of Daily Prayer” and her most 
recent, “In the Sanctuary of Women.”

She has bachelor’s degrees in religion and creative 
writing from Florida State University and a master of 
divinity degree from the Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University. She was ordained as a United 
Methodist minister in 1991.

Background information on Richardson and images 
of her artwork can be found at www.janrichardson.com. 

 The Clifford and Maxine Manning Annual Speaker Series at 
Iowa Wesleyan College was established in 2003.
 Rev. Clifford ’39 and Maxine Martin Manning x42 served 
in the United Methodist ministry for more than 40 years. Upon 
retirement, they invested in business and real estate.
 The Mannings studied a variety of expressions of faith around 
the world. They endowed a fund for a lecture series at Iowa 

Wesleyan to honor the College’s tradition of affiliation with the 
United Methodist Church and for exploration of issues of faith.
 Clifford Manning was quoted in a 2000 article in The Purple 
and White as saying “We have given money to fit where my 
hearts is  — with Iowa Wesleyan as a church-related college.”
 The lecture series has been held on campus each spring 
since 2004 and has featured a variety of speakers.

Speaker Series brings religious programming to campus

PIECE BY PIECE
Finding our way in faith
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Being different is one thing. Being diverse is 
something else altogether. That is the message that 
three members of the Iowa Wesleyan community 

brought back from the Interfaith Leadership Institute in 
Washington, D.C.

The Institute, sponsored by the Interfaith Youth 
Core, brought students and staff from college campuses 
across the country together for three days in the nation’s 
capitol. The message participants learned firsthand was 
“Better Together.”

Participants at the Institute represented a wide variety 

of beliefs, according to Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Iowa 
Wesleyan College chaplain. “We sat with Christians, 
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, atheists, humanists, 
people of all faiths and non-faith,” he said. “We talked 
about how to create open discussion that leads us to 
understand each other better.”

“This movement is not about challenging what 
we believe, but realizing what we can learn from each 
other that can strengthen our own faith,” he said. “It 
encourages a dialogue in which we come to see each other 

more clearly so that we become not just tolerant, but 
accepting.”

Students Erin Noon and Larwuo Harris attended the 
event. Noon, a junior from West Burlington, Iowa, said 
she came back from the institute “really jazzed up. We 
have so much diversity on campus. How can we celebrate 
that diversity? This gave us a lot of information on how to 
break down barriers, and focused on the skills that we can 
use to talk to others and really open doors,” she said.

The event included small group sessions, sharing of 
personal stories and several keynote speakers. A highlight 
was a trip to the White House for one of the sessions.

The Interfaith Youth Core, founded by Dr. Eboo 
Patel, is based on the concept of building interfaith 
dialogue and understanding through service. Patel was the 
Manning Lecture Series presenter on campus last year. His 
book, “Acts of Faith,” was incorporated into the Wesleyan 
Seminar class for incoming freshmen this fall. A staff 
member from the Interfaith Youth Core was on campus 
this fall to work with student groups.

“The IFYC approach to interfaith understanding is 
based on creating dialogue through service,” said Bracht-
Wagner. “Most every faith includes an element of service 
as part of its fundamental beliefs. That is where our 
commonality lies.” 

Serving together is just the first step. The IFYC 
model includes discussion afterwards. “It’s an opportunity 
to talk about why we serve and to hear different 
perspectives. We can acknowledge our uniqueness but 
focus on what we have in common and how we can work 
together,” he said.

The White House Institute served as leadership 
training for the IFYC campaign “Better Together.” The 
goal of the campaign is to empower students to speak 
out about the power of interfaith social action. There was 
training on mobilizing campus groups for interfaith social 
action and reflections, speaking out on issues of religious 
prejudice or conflict, and sustaining interfaith cooperation 
on campus.

According to Bracht-Wagner, the goal is not to create 
a new group on campus as much as it is to bring the ideas 
of interfaith cooperation to existing groups and expand 
the dialogue.

“Service is a part of who we are at Iowa Wesleyan,” 
he said. “Bringing the interfaith discussion and 
understanding to that service is a logical next step.”

 “The message really resonated with me,” said Noon. 
“We may not all agree on what we believe, but we can all 
agree on the need to make our community a better place.” 

National institute offers Wesleyan students 
leadership training in interfaith cooperation

Iowa Wesleyan junior Erin Noon, right, at the Interfaith Leadership Institute.
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The English program at Iowa Wesleyan is hosting a 
number of events related to National Poetry Month in April. 

Mary Swander, the poet laureate of Iowa, will be 
on campus April 13-14. Swander will offer a Forum 
presentation on Thursday, April 14, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Chapel Auditorium. The program is open to the public at 
no charge.

She will also take part in several class sessions while 
on campus and participate in a writing 
carnival. The writing carnival, scheduled 
for Thursday, April 14, is an academic 
service-learning project by the Modern 
Poetry course taught by Dr. Jeffrey 
Martinek. The carnival will engage 
students in a variety of creative writing 
activities. 

Swander was appointed the Poet 
Laureate of the State of Iowa in 2009. 
Her most recent work is a book of poetry, 
The Girls on the Roof, a Mississippi River 
flood narrative. Swander has worked with 
the Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre to create a 
performance piece of The Girls for the stage. 
Currently, Swander is also touring her play 
Farmscape, a docudrama capturing the changing 
rural environment. She is the co-founder of 
Agarts, a national group designed to explore the 
intersection of the arts and agriculture, and is developing 
a website, The Iowa Literary Community, where anyone 
with an Iowa connection can post poetry and other pieces 
of writing.

Swander was a regular commentator on WOI radio 

in Ames, IA, as well as National Public Radio’s Sunday 
Week-end Edition. She has published individual poems, 
essays, short stories and articles in The Nation, National 
Gardening Magazine, The New Republic, The New Yorker, The 
New York Times Magazine, and Poetry magazine.

 She received her M.F.A. from the University of Iowa 
Writers Workshop. She is a professor of English and a 

Distinguished Professor of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at Iowa State University.

Swander’s visit is funded by the 
Haselmayer Endowment for the Arts at 
Iowa Wesleyan College.

Design 2011 contributors will read 
their writings at Forum on Thursday, 
April 21.  Design publishes student 
poetry, creative prose and art. 

The journal is crafted by the 
Omicron Alpha chapter of Sigma 
Tau Delta, the International English 
Honor Society, with assistance 
from the art program.  Financial 
support comes from the Division 
of Language and Literature and 
the Mildred H. Bensmiller Design 
Endowment. 

Design received the Society’s national 
award for outstanding literary arts journal in 1999, 
2008, and 2009. Prof. William Weiershauser presented 
a Forum program in February on “Creating Poetry and 
Photography” to encourage students to submit work to 
Design and prepare for other Poetry Month events. 

Poetry Month activities slated

9

Mary Swander 
Iowa Poet Laureate

Students in a section of Iowa Wesleyan College’s 
Global Issues course are supporting the entrepreneurial 
efforts of small businesses in developing countries. These 
students, who are taught by Brian Carter and Dr. Bitrus 
Gwamna, are taking part in a micro-lending program 
through Kiva.

This year, 22 faculty, staff, students and 
community members rolled over $567 from 
their investments of the previous year, and 
another 24 purchased $175 in new Kiva 
shares. 

After much deliberation, the class selected 15 
individuals and groups from countries around the 
world, including Peru, Mali, Ecuador, Uganda and 
the Philippines. The recipients have accepted loans for 
a number of causes. Some of this year’s entrepreneurs 
include the Waziran Izbal Hussain’s Group from Pakistan, 

Student project lends funds to struggling entrepreneurs
who plan to use the money to buy unstitched garments to 
make clothes; Shadiya Muminova from Kyrgyzstan, who 
will use her loan to purchase medicine for a pharmacy, 
and Kat Si’s Group from Cambodia, who will buy a 
fishing net.

Over the past few years, the Global Issues class has 
lent out a total of $1,900. The loans are always 

paid back on-time. 
Kiva’s mission is to connect 

people, through lending, for the sake 
of alleviating poverty. By combining 

microfinance with the internet, Kiva is creating a global 
community of people connected through lending. 
Kiva has facilitated over $190 million in loans to small 
businesses in 210 countries. Nearly half a million 
entrepreneurs have received a loan through Kiva. The 
current repayment rate on these loans is nearly 99 percent.

Campus News |      

National institute offers Wesleyan students 
leadership training in interfaith cooperation

silence while Jeff lived each day at the top of his temper. My friends can’t know…My 

parents can’t know. I want to die…no…I want him to die. But she was powerless against his 

tyrannical outbursts and ever-increasing weight advantage. She avoided subjects that 

set him off, looked forward to work, and dreaded weekends.

 The final weekend began like so many others. Heather scurried around with the 

housework in an attempt to stay out of Jeff’s way. As he lounged on the couch eating 

a bag of potato chips, he caught a glimpse of black dog hair flittering through the air. 

Jeff jumped up in a rage, ran outside, and grabbed Buddy by the scruff of the neck. He 

threw him into the back screen door and proceeded to kick him.

 Heather heard Buddy yelp and ran from her laundry to see what happened. She 

lit on Jeff’s back and tried to choke him to get him off of the dog. Jeff rammed back-

ward through the kitchen door with Heather’s thin frame still hanging from his neck. 

As they slid across the kitchen floor, Heather lost her grip. Jeff regained his footing, 

grabbed Heather by the throat, and repeatedly smashed her head into the stove.

 A deep, guttural gargle from behind him caused Jeff to let go of Heather’s hair. 

As he turned to face the source of the growl, Buddy latched on to Jeff’s shoulder like a 

bear trap. Jeff made futile attempts to defend himself as Buddy extracted his pound of 

flesh a few ounces at a time. When Buddy felt he had sufficiently retaliated, he stared 

up at Heather in an almost human gaze. As Jeff lay unconscious, Heather and Buddy 

fled to her parent’s house.

 The divorce dragged on for over a year. Jeff destroyed everything Heather left 

behind. The courts decreed the dissolution of marriage as Jeff refused to communicate 

with the lawyers. He vandalized the house before the sheriff’s department could force 

him to vacate for the auction. He stalked Heather spewing his epithets and death 

threats despite his frequent incarcerations. Some days, he would park down the street 

from her parent’s house with a gun. Other days, he would threaten to come in and 

shoot people at the factory where Heather still worked.

 After Jeff tried to break into her parent’s home with a butcher’s knife, Heather 

decided to start over by secretly moving to a new city. She and Buddy transitioned 

well into their new home. Buddy loved to lie in the natural light that poured between 

the open curtains of the large window at the top of the long staircase. One day, long 

after his fur had turned from black to silver, Buddy died peacefully with his head in 

Heather’s lap as they sat in the afternoon sun. Some nights she dreamt that he still 

nuzzled her hand. Buddy had been her best friend. She felt so utterly alone.

 One night a few years later, as Heather lay sleeping, Jeff broke in. He had found 

her. As he crept up the stairs to Heather’s bedroom, he knocked over a lamp next to 

Buddy’s favorite window. Heather awoke and headed out of the room to see what was 

going on. As she peered down the hall, she met Jeff’s evil stare with hatred that she 

was once incapable of mustering. Heather darted back into her bedroom to grab a golf 

club.

 Jeff was continuing his ascent when he heard a deep, guttural gargle from behind.

 When the police arrived, they found his dead body in the hedges beneath the 

large shattered window. Jeff had fallen from the story above. The coroner concluded 

the broken glass had made the jagged wound on the corpse’s neck and shoulder.

 It had been a long night, and Heather was tired. As she fell asleep with her arm 

draped over the side of the bed, she felt a slight nuzzle. She had never been alone.

Audra Gaddis

 

“Self”  Brittany Pope
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Game 3

Babe Ruth was a poet in his observations

of life’s subtle niceties. The beauty behind

the number three and all it signifies or how

the weight of the wood settled in his knocked knuckles,

the weight of his body transferred from his left foot

to his right foot on impact when driving down

on the ball, the melody of Chicago’s bench jockey arpeggio

during the fifth inning, or a fleet of pigeons lifting

in their buckshot scatter towards Heaven in rejoice

an ekphrasis of God’s medium. He pointed

at their synchronized chaos in ascent in the distance

in admiration of this gift sailing out from the bleachers.

The spectators awed by the power of calling his shot,

the fulfilled prophecy of his home run as it soared toward

the 440 corner, and how it flew beyond the well into the sky.

Samantha Helmick

“Barn”  Laura Deao

 

In the park 

brown bishops, baptized 

in sunlight, await fianchetti 

     
  then orders to strike

before red rooks, fire-chariots

chasing the luft, defend 

 
 the blitz on queen caissa,

castling the king from knights

knitting right angles from the wind’s rim;

pawns descend as paratroopers

 
thousands strategically sacrificed,

en passant, catalpas capture

maples caught up in the dogfight,

 
scattering leaves zugzwang,

zigzagging into endgames,

their kings undefended, en prise,

the freeze dances on absolute pins

as knights acquiesce, and winter 

 
    

declares trébuchet.

Samantha Helmick
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Members of the President’s Associates giving club at Iowa Wesleyan shared a bit of 
holiday cheer at the home of President Jay and Jenné Simmons in December. The 
President’s Associates are those individuals who contribute $1,000 or more to the 
College annually. 

Albert Schmidt’s lifelong passion of following the 
stock market and making investments will now continue 
in perpetuity for Iowa Wesleyan College. When Albert 
Schmidt x38 passed away in August 2009, his Last 
Will and Testament created an endowed chair at Iowa 
Wesleyan College to be known as the Schmidt Chair in 
Business.  

Schmidt, who had attended Iowa Wesleyan College 
prior to World War II, returned to his hometown of 
Winfield, Iowa, following the war.  He initially joined 
his father and uncle at the Schmidt Meat Market, before 
being named the Postmaster of the Winfield Post Office, 
a position he held from 1948-1972.  He became an early 
and frequent investor in the stock market and loved to 
talk with school classes regarding his passions:  the stock 
market, hunting, fishing and collecting antique dishes.

Funded by a gift of $1.3 million to the Schmidt 
Trust, the Schmidt Chair in Business at Iowa Wesleyan 
College was established for the purpose of offering a 
course of instruction entitled “Aspects of Investing,” 
espousing the investing philosophy which had led to 
Schmidt’s financial success.  

Dr. Herbert Schmidt was recently named as the 
inaugural holder of the Schmidt Chair. “Herb Schmidt 
worked as a stock broker before pursuing his graduate 
degrees. That experience, along with the fact that he is 
the senior member of the Business faculty, made him 
a natural candidate for the Albert Schmidt Chair in 
Business,” said Iowa Wesleyan President Jay Simmons. 

“His appointment to the Chair enhances an already 
strong business program by adding a new investment 
component to the curriculum,” he added. 

Dr. Schmidt is not related to Albert Schmidt.
Herb Schmidt joined the Iowa Wesleyan College 

staff in 1986 as a transfer admissions counselor. After 
completion of his graduate studies, he was appointed an 
adjunct professor of business. He currently serves as a 
tenured professor of business.

Schmidt earned his Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from Iowa State University, 
a Master of Business Administration degree from 
Western Illinois University and a Doctor of Business 
Administration degree from St. Ambrose University. 

His research interests include organizational theory, 
organizational behavior, and college-level service learning. 
He recently presented research papers for the Institute of 
Behavioral and Applied Management and The Journal of 
Business & Economics Research.

Albert Schmidt’s love for Wesleyan did not stop 
with the endowment of a chair in business. The terms 
of his will also provided an additional gift to the college 
in excess of $600,000 to support the remodeling of the 
campus Chapel.  

“We are extremely grateful to Albert Schmidt and to 
John and Doris Carty, Mr. Schmidt’s long-time friends, 
for making the Chair a reality and for supporting the 
College Chapel renovation,” Simmons said.

Estate gift endows faculty chair in business

| Campus News    
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John Freeland ’57 and his wife Mary Ann, accept an 
Iowa Wesleyan calendar from President Jay Simmons.

Gayle Royar, Jan McCurdy Espy ’65 and 
Kathy Grandall Schimmelpfennig ’64 enjoy the 
festivities.
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The Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House announces 
an exhibit of new artifacts recently added to the museum 
collection.  

Items on display include Mary Harlan Lincoln’s 
smelling salts canister, photos of family members, a 
damask tablecloth monogrammed “MHL,” a check on 
a London bank signed by Robert Todd Lincoln and a 
handkerchief monogrammed “RTL” in Celtic lettering.  

The new Harlan and Lincoln family artifacts were 
sold in an on-line auction by Lenora Fristoe Hoverson, 
the daughter of Margaret Fristoe Beckwith, third wife 
of Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith. Beckwith was great 
grandson to U.S. Senator James Harlan and President 
Abraham Lincoln.

This is most likely the last sale of Harlan and Lincoln 
artifacts directly from the family as there are no other 
recognized descendants. These artifacts provide a concrete 
connection with the former occupants of the Harlan-
Lincoln House, according to Lynn Ellsworth, Executive 
Director of the Harlan-Lincoln House.

Paul C. Juhl, a member of the Executive Committee 
of Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House, donated the 
items to the museum.   

The exhibit will be available by appointment through 
August. Contact Ellsworth at 319.385.6320 or iwcarch@
iwc.edu for tours of the House or to view the exhibit.

New exhibit at the Harlan-Lincoln House features 
additions to the Museum collection

Don Wiley ’70 has been elected chair of the Iowa 
Wesleyan College Board of Trustees. He has been a 
member of the Board since 2003. He is the president of 
Jean C. Wiley and Sons, Inc. in Mount Pleasant. The Rev. 
Michael Morgan ’81 has been elected Vice Chair. He has 
been a member of the Board since 2004. He is the pastor 
at the First United Methodist Church in Marion, Iowa.

Committees of the Board of Trustees include 
Academic Affairs, Church Relations, Development/
Marketing, Finance and Student Affairs.

Outgoing chair is Lori Williams Wright ’64 LL.D. 
’91, who has served on the Board since 1980 and as chair 
since 2005.  Dr. Steve Hedlund ’64 has served as vice 
chair since 2005.

Board elects new leadership
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Sarah Brown Wessling, 2010 National Teacher of the 
Year, will speak on the Iowa Wesleyan College campus on 
Tuesday, April 12, at noon. Her presentation is open to 
the public.

Wessling was named as the top educator by President 
Barack Obama at a White House ceremony on April 29, 
2010.

The National Teacher of the Year Program began 
in 1952 and continues as the oldest, most prestigious 
national honors program that focuses public attention 
on excellence in teaching. The National Teacher of the 
Year is chosen from among the State Teachers of the 
Year by a national selection committee representing the 
major national education organizations. Each April, 
the National Teacher of the Year is introduced to the 
American people by the President of the United States. 

The National Teacher of the Year is released from 
classroom duties during the year of recognition 
to travel nationally and internationally as a 
spokesperson for the teaching profession. All 
activities of the National Teacher, and projects 
involving the State Teachers of the Year, are 
coordinated through the National Teacher of the 
Year Program.

Wessling holds both bachelor’s and a master’s 
degree from Iowa State University, in English 
education and English literature respectively. 
Wessling has taught English at Johnston (Iowa) 
High School for 10 years. In 2005 she earned 
certification in English Language Arts/Adolescence 
and Young Adulthood from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards.

National Teacher of the Year to speak on campus

Iowa Wesleyan College 
celebrated its 169th anniversary 
on Founders Day, February 17.  
Students enjoyed birthday 
cake with lunch. President Jay 
Simmons, Student Government 
Association President Megan 
McVey and SGA Vice President 
Elizabeth Guzman cut the first 
slice.

Sarah Brown Wessling accepts her 
award from President Obama.
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Some awards are bigger than life. That is the case 
for current basketball standout Jessi Beachey. A senior 
from Fisher, Illinois, the 6-foot-2-inch Beachey is four 
inches shorter than the photo wall art of her image now 
on display in the Howe Student Activity Center. 

The display is in recognition of Beachey’s selection 
as a NAIA Division II First Team All-American for the 2009-
2010 season. She is the first women’s basketball player at 
Iowa Wesleyan to receive the honor since Peg Peterson 
in 1964 was recognized as an Amateur Athletic Union 
All-American. She was also named Midwest Collegiate 
Conference Player of the Year for that season, as well as 
Newcomer of the Year for the Conference.

Also on display is a 4-foot by 6-foot graphic of the 
2009 Tiger women’s volleyball team.  The squad was 
named the 2009-2010 NAIA Scholar-Team of the Year. 

The women finished in the top spot in the NAIA with 
a 3.82 grade point average for the academic year, 
the highest GPA of any NAIA athletic team across the 
country. They claimed the top spot among 857 teams 
from 290 NAIA member schools who received the 
Scholar Team award.

The recognition graphics are located near the 
concession stand outside the Ruble Arena. According 
to Director of Student Activities Ashley Lang, they are 
the first of an ongoing effort to recognize outstanding 
student athletes.

 “We wanted to create something to honor our 
student athletes who have a major accomplishment in 
their athletic career here at Iowa Wesleyan,” she said. 
“The decals and information on the award recipients 
are a semi-permanent recognition.”

Student athletes honored with wall art recognition

Some members of the 
2009 Tiger volleyball 
team pose with their 
wall art recognition. Left 
to right: Katie Jammer, 
Allegra Tennis, Megan 
McVey, Brittany Janz, 
Elizabeth Hemman and 
Beth Guzman.

Members of this year’s women’s basketball team pose with the 
graphic of their teammate, Jessie Beachey.

Jones sets assist record
Continuing a season that has seen her emerge as one 

of the best passers and all-around players in the country, 
Iowa Wesleyan junior guard Anna Jones has set a new 
school record for career assists.

Jones notched her 406th career assist in the January 
27 game against Grand View. The assist broke the school 
career record previously held by Erin McFadden, who 
played for the Tigers from 2004-06.

A native of Cornell, IL, Jones was honored before the 
January 29 IWC home game against Viterbo, when Head 
Coach Steve Williamson presented her a basketball in 
honor of her record. 

She set the record in just over two and half seasons, 
including one and half years as a starter after playing 

off the bench in her freshman year. Jones had 
83 assists as a freshman and 175 assists as a 
sophomore, leading the Midwest Collegiate 
Conference and piling up the fourth-highest total 
in school history. 

This year Jones is currently second in NAIA 
Division II in assists after leading the nation much 
of the year, and is currently averaging 6.5 assists 
per game. She has 194 assists in 30 games, just 
shy of McFadden’s single-season school record of 
208 assists set in 2005-06. Jones also is averaging 
12.8 points, 7.9 rebounds and 2.8 steals per game 
for the Tigers.

Anna Jones

12
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Uniforms that 
belonged to star 
basketball player Rita 
Horky ’60 have been 
presented to the Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Knoxville, Tenn.

Originally from 
Blissfield, Michigan, Horky 
came to Iowa Wesleyan 
College in 1958 and 
played basketball for 
Coach Olan Ruble for two 
seasons. She was named 
an AAU All-American in 
1959 and 1960. She was 
a member of the United 
States team at two Pan American games, winning gold medals in 
1959 at Chicago and in 1963 in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Horky also played on the 1959 World Championship team in 
Lima, Peru, and for the 1967 team in Prague, Czechoslovakia.

Horky died of leukemia in 1987 at the age of 50.
She was inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame in 

2000. In 2004 she entered the Iowa Wesleyan College Athletic Hall 
of Fame.

Horky’s uniforms, which she wore during the Pan American 
Games of 1963, will be on display at the Women’s Basketball Hall 
of Fame this spring.

Horky uniforms to Women’s 
Basketball Hall of Fame

Heading into the postseason, the Iowa Wesleyan 
men’s basketball team already had achieved a record-
setting season with a number of milestones. The Tigers 
won their first-ever Midwest Collegiate Conference 
regular season championship, finishing 13-3 in 
conference play and going from the bottom of the 
conference to the top in one year. The Tigers rebounded 
from a 9-20 record last year, setting a new school record 
with a 13-game winning streak during the season. IWC 
also tied for the highest ranking in school history when it 
reached ninth in the NAIA Division II poll in February. 
Going into the MCC Tournament, the Tigers were in 
good shape for a berth in the NAIA Division II National 
Tournament in Point Lookout, Mo.

The IWC women’s basketball team continued to 
be among the top teams in NAIA Division II, posting 
its sixth straight 20-win season. The Tigers finished the 
regular season with a 21-7 record and tied for second 
in the Midwest Collegiate Conference at 12-4 in league 
play. Wesleyan was ranked every week of the season and 
reached the highest ranking in school history when it was 
rated 11th in the nation late in the season.

Senior guard Melanie McCreight of Winfield, 
IA, emerged as one of the best scorers in the country, 
averaging 20.1 points per game. McCreight became 
the first women’s player in school history to reach the 
1,000-point mark in just two years, becoming the 12th 
player ever at Wesleyan to reach that total. Going into 
the postseason she also was on the verge of setting school 
single season records for points scored, scoring average 
and three-pointers made. McCreight won the MCC 
Player of the Week award three times during the season 
and was named NAIA Division II National Player of the 
Week in early February.

Tiger teams wrap up strong 
seasons on the court

Iowa Wesleyan College men’s basketball player 
Nate Fuqua and head coach Alan Magnani each nabbed 
Midwest Collegiate Conference individual awards at the 
close of the regular season.

Fuqua, a first-team selection, was named conference 
Newcomer of the Year. A transfer from Central Missouri 
University, Fuqua averaged 15 points, 6.3 rebounds, 2.5 
assists and 2.3 steals per game. He ranked second in the 
conference in steals, fifth in scoring, sixth in rebounding 
and 10th in assists.  
 Also earning a spot on the first team was Keenan 
Stanbridge, who averaged 12.2 points and 3.8 rebounds 
per game. He was a 34.9 percent 3-point shooter and led 
the team with 58 3-pointers on the year.  

Tiger basketball players, coach receive conference honors
 Earning second-team honors was Reggie Shipp, who 
averaged 8.8 points and 3.9 rebounds per game. 

Magnani earned Coach of the Year honors after 
guiding the Tigers to a 23-5 record and first conference 
title. The team, which went 9-20 last year, set a school 
record for consecutive wins (13) and tied for its highest 
ranking in school history in the NAIA Division II men’s 
poll, at ninth. It was Magnani’s third Coach of the Year 
award, and first since the 2003-04 season.

Iowa Wesleyan College women’s basketball players 
Melanie McCreight and Anna Jones were both named to 
the MCC all-conference teams.  
 McCreight, a Winfield-Mount Union High School 
graduate, guided IWC to a 22-8 record by leading the 
team with 20.4 points per game. She also averaged 3.9 
rebounds and led the team by shooting 86.2 percent 
(137-of-159) from the free-throw line, and in 3-pointers 
with 85.  
 Jones consistently filled the stat sheet for the Tigers. 
In addition to averaging 12.8 points per game, she 
grabbed 7.9 rebounds. She also swiped 85 steals, leading 
the team in both categories.  
 Earning second team consideration for IWC was Jill 
Ginder. Ginder was IWC’s second-best scorer, averaging 
13.1 points, and led the team with 22 blocks.

Coach Alan Magnani

Nate Fuqua

Athletics |     

Rita Horky, left, with fellow All-American Glenda 
Nicholson and Coach Olan Ruble, prior to their 
game against Russia.
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Iowa Wesleyan College alumni have a 
proud tradition of

The Iowa Wesleyan College education and experience have helped scientists, 
educators, health care professionals, civic leaders, and generations of individuals 
go on to rewarding lives of personal and professional success . Each of those 
success stories is founded in the generosity of alumni and friends who helped 
make an Iowa Wesleyan education possible.       
 
We’re preparing the next generation of Iowa Wesleyan students for success.

Will you help?
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Make your donation today.

Annual gifts are increasingly important not only to maintaining our College, 
but helping ensure the success of our students and future alumni!

Your annual gift assures that Iowa Wesleyan can respond to immediate 
needs and opportunities.

Many generous alumni and friends supported Iowa Wesleyan College for 
the education you received. We need your support for the next generation 
of Wesleyan success.

Please make your donation today.

For just a few examples of the newest generation of Iowa Wesleyan student 
success, go to www.iwc.edu

Lori Wilson
Director of the Annual Fund

success
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1930s
Helen Whipple Christensen 
’32, Racine, WI, celebrated 
her 101st birthday on 
December 18.

1950s
Robert Bohm ’50, Palmetto 
Bay, FL, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on October 8. He 
remains active singing with 
the Miamians; he was named 
Barbershopper of the Year.

1960s
Rev. Carrol ’60 and JoAnn 
McNeill Newquist x61, 
Fortuna, CA, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on 
June 12. They celebrated a 
belated wedding anniversary 
with their two daughters, 
son-in-law and two 
granddaughters in Kauai, 
Hawaii, this fall.

Barbara Beyer Berry ’61, 
Naples, FL, was elected to 
the Collier County School 
Board for a four-year term 
last November. The board 
oversees 50 schools and more 
than 41,000 students. Barb 
served on this board from 
1984-88 and 1990-96, then 
became a County Commissioner 
from 1996-2000.

The Hon. Robert Haeger ’62,  
Camdenton, MO, recently 
retired from the bench in 
Colorado. He was a trial 
judge for 20 years.

Sandra Cornish ’64, 
Leesburg, FL, completed 
a 4,200 mile motor home 
tour alone during September 
and October to Missouri, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, 
Indiana and Ohio. She says 
being a widow has brought 
challenges, but that she had 
a wonderful time seeing 
former parishioners, relatives 

and friends on her tour. She 
attended her 1955 Clinton 
High School reunion as 
well as her maternal family 
reunion in Danvers, Illinois.

Dave Heaton ’64, Mount 
Pleasant, IA, was reelected 
in November for a ninth 
term in the Iowa Statehouse 
as the 91st District State 
Representative. 

Robert Callis ’65, Boulder, 
CO, is the author of his first 
novel, Kemerer, published 
by iUniverse, Inc. It is a 
combination thriller and 
contemporary western 
set largely in the state of 
Wyoming. It is available in 
paperback at www.amazon.
com, www.bn.com and www.
borders.com. The novel is also 
available as an e-book from 
the Kindle and the Nook. 

Larry Nenneman ’66, 
Albuquerque, NM, retired 
after 13 years as senior 
director of marketing for 
Kubota Tractor Corporation 
in Torrance, California.

Fred Volkmann ’66, 
Clayton, MO, will retire 

in September as vice 
chancellor for public affairs 
at Washington University 
in St. Louis. He will have 
completed 31 years with 
their public affairs program 
in a 52 year career in public 
affairs, communications and 
marketing, 49 of which have 
been in academe.  He was 
IWC’s Sports Information 
Director from 1963-65; he 
was then named director of 
informational services and 
served as the editor of The 
Purple and White until 1967.

 Fred Volkmann ’66

Larry Weirather ’66, 
Vancouver, WA, was honored 
by being selected as a 
Honeywell Aerospace Series 
Lecturer at the Museum 

of Flight in Seattle. To 
celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of transpacific flight, his 
illustrated presentation, The 
China Clipper, Pan American 
Airways and Popular Culture, 
played to a packed house 
at the William M. Allen 
Theater at Boeing Field, where 
transpacific clipper flying 
boats were built in the late 
1930s.    
     He was also invited to help 
Pendleton, Oregon, celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of the 
famous Pendleton Round-Up. 
Since cowboys in his Warlord 
Cowboys in China:  The Fred 
Barton Story of the World’s 
Greatest Horse Drive were 
rodeo stars in early Pendleton 
Round-Ups, Larry illustrated 
their exploits. 

Larry Weirather ’66 
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Follow Iowa Wesleyan 
College on Facebook!
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Gary Shaw ’60 LL.D ’93 was honored as the St. Charles, 
Missouri, Chamber of Commerce 2010 Citizen of the Year on 
February 4. 

The award recognizes the lifetime achievements of a 
citizen for actions, generosity and service, broad-based 
community involvement in a non-paid position, and leadership 
in organizations above and beyond the call of duty on behalf 
of the community.

Shaw has been a champion for raising awareness and 
funds for Missouri K.I.D.S. (Missourians who Kare for Injured 
and Disabled Students.) He is currently president of the 
organization’s board of directors. 

In addition, Shaw has volunteered his time for more than 30 years for the 
United Services, helping the handicapped in St. Charles. 

Shaw has also used his time and fundraising skills to benefit educational 
institutions and youth community centers. He is currently on the Board of Trustees 
of both Iowa Wesleyan College and Lindenwood University.

Additionally, he has been an active volunteer and auctioneer since 1983 for 
the Boys and Girls Club of St. Charles County.

He is on the Board of Directors of the St. Charles Foundry Arts Centre. He has 
served the Missouri Special Olympics, Academy of the Sacred Heart, and St. 
Joseph’s Health Center. This year alone, he’s expecting to be the auctioneer for 
12-14 charity functions.

Shaw is the managing director of investments for Wells Fargo Advisors in St. 
Charles.

Gary Shaw ’60 LL.D ’93

Gary Shaw honored
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Lee Heidel ’67, Signal 
Mountain, TN, recently 
retired from BlueCross 
BlueShield TN as director 
of graphic design. He has 
worked as a graphic designer 
for a number of companies 
including 20 years as assistant 
vice president and art director 
for UNUM/Provident 
Insurance. After graduating 
from IWC, he served two 
years in the U.S. Army, 
earned an associate’s degree 
in graphic design from the 
American Academy of Art 
and a MFA in advertising 
design from Syracuse 
University. He and his wife, 
Lee, have one son, Eric, who 
is a video engineer currently 
on tour with Toby Keith and 
the Zac Brown Band.

“The Buffalo Man,” portrayed 
by Jack Engelsen ’68, 
Galva, IL, was the winner 
in the storytelling liar’s 
contest held in May at the 
Morel Mushroom Festival in 
Wyoming.
 Known as the local 
“Mountain Man,” he bragged 
about being a specialist in 
interpretation, embellishment 
and exaggeration. 

 

 

Jack Engelsen ’68 

Sally Schuck ’68, Hot 
Springs Village, AR, has 
been retired from teaching 
math for eight years, living 
in Hot Springs Village for 
the past three years in a 
home on Lake Cortez with 
her friend, Ruth Hamm. Sally 
spends time in Bible studies 
and playing bridge. She 
is treasurer of Pathfinders 
Singles and leader of one 

 

West Virginia University has hired Dana 
Holgorsen ’93 as its head coach in-waiting; 
he is scheduled to take on head coaching 
duties for the 2012 season. He will serve as 
the Mountaineers’ offensive coordinator 
next season.

Holgorsen, comes to West Virginia after 
serving as the offensive coordinator at 
Oklahoma State during the 2010 season. 
He was named a finalist for the 2010 Broyles 

Award, given to 
the nation’s top 
assistant football 
coach, and the 
rivals.com Offensive 
Coordinator of the 
Year.

The 2010 
Oklahoma State 
Cowboys led the 
nation in total 
offense, averaging 
537.6 yards per 
game, were 
second nationally 
in passing offense, 
averaging 354.7 

yards per game, and third nation-wide in 
scoring offense, averaging 44.9 points per 
game.

The Cowboy offense ranked No. 61 
nationally in total offense in 2009, the year 
before Holgorsen arrived. He helped lead 
them to a school-record 10 wins during the 
regular season and a berth in the Valero 
Alamo Bowl, after preseason predictions 
had OSU near the bottom of the Big 12 
Conference.

Prior to OSU, Holgorsen was the 
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at Houston. His offense ranked third 
nationally in total offense in 2008 and first in 
2009.

Holgorsen was a member of the 
coaching staff at Texas Tech from 2000-
07, serving as the inside receivers coach 
from 2000-04, before being named co-
offensive coordinator in 2005 and offensive 
coordinator in 2006-07.

In his two years as offensive 
coordinator for the Red Raiders, his squad 
was nationally ranked eighth in 2006 and 
third in 2007.

Holgorsen also spent time at Valdosta 
State (1993-95) as the quarterbacks, 
receivers and special teams coach, 
Mississippi College (1996-98) as the 
quarterbacks, receivers and special teams 
coach and at Wingate (1999) as the 
quarterbacks and receivers coach.

During his coaching career, his teams 
have earned 12 bowl appearances. 

Holgorsen, a native of Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa, graduated from Iowa Wesleyan 
in 1993, and earned his master’s degree 
from Valdosta State in 1995. He was a 
three-year starter for the Tiger football 
team. In the Iowa Wesleyan record books, 
Holgorsen is sixth in all-time receiving, both 
in receptions and total yardage.

Bill Bedenbaugh ’95 joined the 
Mountaineer football staff in January as 
offensive line coach. 

Bedenbaugh was on the football 
coaching staff at the University of Arizona 
for the past four years, serving as co-
offensive coordinator and offensive line 
coach in 2010. 

This past season, the Wildcats finished 
7-6 and made an appearance in the 
Valero Alamo Bowl. His line helped pave 
the way for the Arizona offense to post the 
ninth-best passing game average in the 
nation (307.7) and ranked among the Top 
25 in total offense (439.4). 

Prior to his stint at Arizona, 
Bedenbaugh spent seven years at Texas 
Tech where he helped lead the Red 
Raiders to five bowl appearances. 

Bedenbaugh also served as the 
offensive line coach and running game 
coordinator at Ferris State (1999). He was 
named the NCAA Division II Coordinator 
of the Year after helping lead the Bulldogs 
to a No. 1 national ranking in total offense 
(534.5) and 
scoring offense 
(47.3).

He was 
a graduate 
assistant coach 
at Central 
Michigan (1997-
98), offensive 
line assistant 
at Valdosta 
State (1996) 
and offensive 
line coach at 
Panhandle 
State in 
Oklahoma 
(1995). 

Bedenbaugh was a four-year starter 
at Iowa Wesleyan College as a lineman. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
business and his master’s degree in sport 
management from Texas Tech in 2001. 

 
Holgorsen and Bedenbaugh were college 
teammates at Iowa Wesleyan and 
coached together at Texas Tech.

Holgorsen to lead West Virginia Mountaineers

Dana Holgorsen ’93

Bill Bedenbaugh ’95

Photos courtesy of Dale Sparks, ALL-PRO Photography
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of the church’s Shepherd 
groups. She is on the social 
committee for her Sunday 
school class, is a member of 
the membership committee 
and belongs to the Christian 
women’s group. Sally keeps 
up with Alpha Xi Delta 
through the Hot Springs 
Village Panhellenic and 
teaching through Delta 
Kappa Gamma. 

Sally Schuck ’68

1970s
Alice Shurrush Qubty ’70, 
Nazareth, Israel, works over 
her pension, a day a week, 
and has two days a month 
on call duty. Alice is a retired 
social worker.

Dr. Melissa Happ Osborne 
’71, Rembert, SC, in her 
retirement, serves as the 
Junior Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (JROTC) 
liaison for American 
Legion Post 17 SC. Two of 
her JROTC groups were 
featured in The Legion, 
an international monthly 
magazine sent to all 
legionnaires, 2.4 million 
servicemen and veterans. 
The article can be found at 
http://legion.org/magazine, July 
2010, “Citizenship 101”; the 
article is below the video. It is 
about at-risk JROTC students 
and the members of Post 17.
 
Marc Lindeen ’72, Mount 
Pleasant, IA, was reelected to 

the Henry County Board of 
Supervisors in November.

Marc Lindeen ’72

Bob Scarpino ’72, 
Naperville, IL, recorded his 
500th career high school 
basketball win in December. 
He is coaching at John Hersey 
High School in Arlington 
Heights, Illinois.

Bob Scarpino ’72 with his 
winning team.  

Jane Jones Peck ’73, Fort 
Madison, IA, is in her 30th 
year of teaching, the past 
seven years teaching sixth 
grade science and social 
studies. She has visited China, 
Egypt and Rome and enjoys 
teaching about her travels.

Professor of sport sciences and 
health education at Simpson 
College, Dr. Bob Nutgrass 
’78, has been appointed 
assistant athletic director. 
Bob is serving his third 
year as NCAA Compliance 
Coordinator. He lives in 
Indianola, Iowa, with his 
wife, Sue, and son, Bryan.

1980s
Dawn Ann Tish ’80, Blue 
Springs, MO, was named 
the Brain Injury Association 

of Missouri’s Volunteer of 
the Year at their October 
annual conference. Her new 
agency, Heart Knot, LLC, 
serves Missouri citizens 
with disabilities, particularly 
brain injury, with advocacy, 
education and training in 
independent living skills in 
order that they may live as 
independent and meaningful 
a lifestyle as possible. Dawn 
was able to pass her national 
Certification as a Brain Injury 
Specialist (CBIS) test with 
a concussion, no less, and 
without study materials, which 
arrived a week after the test. 

Kent Mauck x81, Des 
Moines, IA, recently 
completed the merger and 
sale of Mauck+Associates, 
the design firm he founded 
in 1986, to Push Branding 
and Design. He is now owner 
and president of Encore 
Development, a real estate 
operation specializing in 
the renovation of vintage 
commercial properties. 

Kent Mauck x81

Beth Shipton Schweizer ’82 
and Bruce McCleary x84, 
Fairbury, IL, were married 
January 1, 2011. 

Beth Shipton Schweizer ’82 and 
Bruce McCleary x84 

The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen 
White ’82 was consecrated 
as the Episcopal Diocese of 
Kentucky’s eighth bishop on 
Sept. 25, 2010, at the Galt 
House in Louisville as more 
than 1,000 congregants from 
across the United States 
watched. White comes to the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky 
from Kansas, City, Mo., 
where he had served since 
2004 as the dean of Grace 
and Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
the Diocese of West Missouri. 
 White received a 
Bachelor of Arts in religion 
and philosophy from Iowa 
Wesleyan College and a 
Master of Divinity from 
Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary in 1985. He was 
ordained a deacon in 1985 
and priest in 1986. 

 The Rt. Rev. Terry Allen White ’82 

Marlene Davidson DePriest 
’85, Mount Pleasant, IA, was 
chosen as guest conductor 
for the fifth-sixth grade choir 
at the Opus Honor Choir 
concert in November at 
Iowa State University. Dr. 
Joel Brown, Iowa Wesleyan 
College music professor, 
accompanied her five selected 
pieces. Joel was Marlene’s 
college music instructor.

Lt. Kathy-Jo Winterbottom 
’85, Pottstown, PA, who is 
with the Pennsylvania State 
Police, graduated from the 
FBI National Academy 
of Quantico, Virginia. 
Internationally known for 
its academic excellence, the 
National Academy Program 
held at the FBI Academy 
offers 11 weeks of advanced 

Join the Iowa Wesleyan 
College network of 
professionals on LinkedIn!
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investigative, management 
and fitness training for 
selected officers with proven 
records as professionals within 
their agencies. 

Lt. Kathy-Jo Winterbottom ’85 

Scott Borth x86, Ocala, FL, 
is the assistant principal at 
Horizon Academy.

Tim Mineart x87, Norwalk, 
IA, has been named Norwalk 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
Member of the Year. He 
has served two years on the 
chamber board of directors 
and is chairperson for 
Norwalk’s annual RuNorwalk 
8K road race. Tim is the owner 
of Climbing Boys Chimney 
Cleaning & Restoration. 

Christopher Murphy ’88, 
Burlington, IA, opened his 
new business, Burlington 
By the Book, in August. It 
is an independent bookstore 
in downtown Burlington 
providing new and popular 
books and magazines. 
Christopher has been working 
in the retail book business 
since 1988, for companies 
such as Barnes and Noble and 
Wholesale Distribution. He 
can be found on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/pages/
BurlingtonBytheBook.

Amy Malloy Whitcomb ’89, 
Red Wing, MN, is teaching 
psychology at Minnesota 
State College Southeast 
Technical.

1990s
Merrie Imlay Frentress ’91, 
Clive, IA, is employed in the 
accounting department of 
Drake University, as well as 
attending graduate school there 
working towards an MBA.

Dr. Kent Metcalf  ’92 and 
Susan, Mount Pleasant, 
IA, are the parents of a 
daughter, Phoebe Grace, born 
December 28, 2010.

Tyler Tuione ’95, Redondo 
Beach, CA, plays the “Big 
Deal” tall bulky sidekick to 
William Shatner’s character 
on Priceline’s TV ads. Tyler’s 
picture was in the January 
16 USA Weekend. Tyler 
appeared in the movie 
“Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World’s End,” and on several 
television shows, including 
“Life” and “Miss Guided.”

Tyler Tuione ’95 

Mark Parrish ’97 and Onika, 
Mount Union, IA, are the 
parents of a son, Kylan Daniel, 
born November 12, 2010.

Patricia Norton Goettsche 
’98 and Clark, Mount 
Pleasant, IA, are the parents 
of a son, Sawyer Konrad, 
born November 2, 2010.

Ana Lorber x99, New 
London, IA, was reelected as 
Henry County Treasurer in 
November.

2000s
Kim Topping Singer ’03 
and Jim, Batavia, IA, are 
the parents of a daughter, 
Jacqueline Micheal’, born 
February 27, 2010. 

Jacqueline Micheal’ Singer

Mike Stumpf ’05 and Kim, 
Columbus, OH, are the 
parents of a son, Curtis Corte, 
born December 30, 2010. 

Curtis Corte Stumpf 

Mike Springsteen ’06, New 
London, IA, is the manager 
for Iowa Wesleyan College 
Bookstore. 

Mike Springsteen ’06 

Adam Krack ’07, Red Bud, 
IL, is an officer with the Iowa 
City Police Department.

Kristin Espinoza ’10 and 
Tony Brack, Coralville, 
IA, were married October 
9, 2010, in Oxford, 
Iowa. Kristin is a project 
coordinator at MECCA 

Services in Iowa City and 
her husband is a high school 
biology teacher in Tiffin. 

Andrea Garrison ’10 and 
Ty, New London, IA, are the 
parents of a son, Tayler J., 
born June 24, 2010. 

Tayler J. Garrison 

Katy Horn ’10 and Lucas 
Huling, Carthage, IL, were 
married October 16, 2010. 
Katy has earned her RN 
license and is a nurse at 
Carthage Memorial Hospital.  

Lucas Huling and Katy Horn ’10 

Chris Walz ’10, Storm Lake, 
IA, is the new assistant store 
manager of Brown’s Shoe Fit 
Company.

In Memoriam
Beulah Johnson Kibler ’28, 
December 3, 2010, Agency, 
IA. Survivors include a son, 
Neil Kibler, P.O. Box 184, 
Agency, IA 52530-0184.

F. Winifred Witte ’34, 
November 18, 2010, 
Burlington, IA. Survivors 
include a son, Dr. Kenneth 
Witte ’63, 2690 W. White 
Oak St., Fayetteville, AR 
72704-5698.

Tell us what’s new with 
you at www.iwc.edu > 
alumni and friends > class 
notes
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Marjorie Hunting Apland 
x35, January 2, 2011, 
Naperville, IL.

Mildred Van Syoc Wagner 
x35, September 8, 2010, 
Cincinnati, OH. 

Leona Russell Fawley x36, 
May 14, 2009, Cedar Rapids, 
IA. Survivors include a niece, 
Rita Russell King ’65, 8403 
W. Iliff Ave., Lakewood, CO 
80227-3000.

Vivian Holland Brail 
Brown x41, January 1, 2011, 
Jackson, MI.

Ruth Houseal Kruse x41,  
December 30, 2010, 
Davenport, IA.

Robert O. Wilson ’42, 
November 13, 2010, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Dr. Dolores 
Graf Poulter Wilson ’63, 
301 S. Van Buren St., Mount 
Pleasant, IA 52641-2231; a 
son, Steven Wilson ’10; a 
step-daughter, Cindi Whipple 
Weir Woline x85; and a 
grandson, Flint Wilson ’03.

Royce M. (Scotty) 
Chambers ’43, January 31, 
2011, Cedar Rapids, IA. 
Survivors include a daughter, 
Christine Fredrickson, 612 
29th St. NE, Cedar Rapids, 
IA 52402-4315. A memorial 
has been established to IWC.

Dorothy Peterson Lauer ’45, 
October, 6, 2010, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include her husband, Don 
Lauer x42, 1375 James Ave., 
Mount Pleasant, IA 52641-9231; 
a son Art Lauer ’70;  
brothers, Warren Peterson ’50,  
Donald Peterson x51, 
and Richard Peterson ’58; 
and a niece, Julie Peterson 
Gilmore ’95.

 Dr. Carl E. Shepard, former Iowa Wesleyan College 
professor of history (1968-1981), died October 30, 2010. 
 Shepard was a 1941 graduate of Oakland City College 
in Oakland City, Indiana, with a degree in history and 
German. He was drafted into the Army during WWII, serving 
four years in the Army Intelligence Corps as a German 
interpreter.  He was also assigned to a unit to compile 
information for the Nuremberg trials.
 He completed a master’s degree in history and German 
and a Ph.D. in history and education from Indiana University.
 Following the war he served as professor, dean and 
president of Oakland City College, serving that institution 
for 22 years. He joined the Iowa Wesleyan College faculty 
in 1968. He served as professor of history, head of the 
department of history and political science, and chairman 
of the division of social sciences. He was named J. Raymond 
Chadwick Teacher of the Year in 1975 and again in 1979. He 
retired in 1983
 He was a self-taught violin maker, making his first violin by 
age 20. 
 Shepard is survived by his wife, Joan, of 105 Perry St., 
Mount Carmel, IL 62863-2579; a daughter, Barbara, and a 
son, Todd Shepard x76. A memorial has been established 
for the Dr. Carl E. Shepard Scholarship Endowment Fund for 
Oakland City University.

Dr. Carl E. Shepard
Former professor of history

1966~ 45-YEAR

1971~ 40-YEAR

1976~ 35-YEAR

1981~ 30-YEAR

1986~ 25-YEAR

1991~ 20-YEAR

1996~ 15-YEAR

2001~ 10-YEAR

2006~   5-YEAR
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Pauline Henss MacDonald 
x46, December 28, 2010, 
Lawson, MO. Survivors 
include her husband, Bryson 
MacDonald, 505 Country 
Drive, Lawson, MO 64062-
9323; and a sister, Betty 
Henss McNeeley ’66.

Marian Aumann Miner ’46, 
December 15, 2010, Green 
Valley, AZ. Survivors include 
a daughter, Susan Miner 
Lovett x75, 4011 Dorset St., 
Casper, WY 82609-2420.

Marguerite Hultquist 
Johnson ’49, November 
14, 2010, Swedesburg, IA. 
Survivors include a son, Stuart 
Johnson, 23800 W. 57th Ter., 
Shawnee, KS 66226; and a 
cousin, Marilyn Hultquist 
Boal ’52. A memorial has 
been established to IWC.

Lois Bergmann Lloyd x49, 
May 1, 2010, Willowbrook, 
IL. Survivors include a 
daughter, Barbara Lloyd 
Jindra ’72, 524 Concord Ave., 
Fullerton, CA 92831-3508.

19



| Alumni Class Notes

PURPLE & WHITE   April 2011  

Betty Preuss Wettach ’49, 
December 26, 2010, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include her husband, 
Dr. Robert Wettach ’52, 
203 S. Wilson St., Mount 
Pleasant, IA 52641-2435.

Richard G. Hawkins ’51, 
October 27, 2010, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Gwendolyn 
Hawkins, 209 W. Corry 
Court, Mount Pleasant, IA 
52641.

Keith M. Kudobe x51, 
January 3, 2011, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Eileen 
Kudobe, 1993 310th St., 
Mount Pleasant, IA 52641 
-8037; and a sister, Virginia 
Kudobe Becker x47.

H. Clyde Summers ’51, 
December 7, 2010, Mount 
Ayr, IA. Survivors include his 
wife, Charlotte Summers 
’65, 106 Valley West Drive, 
Mount Ayr, IA 50854-
1255; a daughter, Rhonda 
Summers Kraemer ’75; and 
a son, Brian Summers ’78.

Darrell W. Gerber x53, 
December 16, 2010, York, PA.

Norma Topp Disney x56, 
May 13, 2010, Maquoketa, 
IA. Survivors include her 
husband, Lynn Disney ’54, 
807 Country Club Drive, 
Maquoketa, IA 52060-3338.

Melvin E. (Gene) Koble 
x56, December 30, 2010, 
Bettendorf, IA.

Shirley Scott Rayner x56, 
January 4, 2011, Lone Tree, 
IA. Survivors include her 
husband, Keith Rayner, 4530 
580th St. SE, Lone Tree, IA 
52755-9310; and a sister, 
Susan Scott x66.

Gerald (Jerry) C. Higens ’60, 
October 1, 2010, Tulsa, OK. 
Survivors include his wife, 

Robert J. Prins, former Iowa Wesleyan 
College president, died Sunday, 
November 14, in Canon City, 
Colorado.
      Prins was named the 25th 
president of Iowa Wesleyan in 1986. 
He retired from that position in May, 
1999. He was the longest serving 
president in Iowa Wesleyan’s history.
 Under Prins’ leadership, Iowa 
Wesleyan successfully completed its 
first $10 million campaign. A second 
$10 million, which included the $4 

million Howe Student Activity Center, was underway at the 
time of his retirement. He is credited with significantly increasing 
the College endowment, stabilizing enrollment, increasing 
the number of international students enrolled, and executing 
a number of deferred maintenance and renovation projects 
during his tenure.
 He served as a member of the Mount Pleasant 
Manufacturers Association and was on the board of Junior 
Achievement of Southeast Iowa. He was chair of the board of 
the Iowa Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, 
a member of the board of the Iowa College Foundation, 
member of the Board of the American League of Colleges 
and Universities, and chair-elect of the Iowa Commission 
on Volunteer Service. He was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church in Mount Pleasant.
 During his career, Prins served seven colleges in numerous 
administrative roles. He was Assistant to the President at 
Hope College (Michigan), Vice President for Planning and 
Development at Park College (Missouri), Executive Vice 
President at the College of Emporia (Kansas), Director of 
Finance and Development at the Abbey School and the 
Benedictine Society of Colorado, Director of Institutional 
Advancement and Executive Director of the KCOM 
Foundation at the Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(Missouri), and Vice President for Development at McKendree 
College (Illinois).
 He served as visiting lecturer for the Potomac International 
Corporation for 12 years, travelling to Taiwan, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, China, Thailand, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Hong Kong, and as a lecturer at the Aspen Fundraising Institute 
(Colorado) for 14 years.
 Prins was a graduate of Hope College. He was awarded 
an honorary Doctor of Business Administration degree from 
the College of Emporia. Upon retirement, he was awarded 
honorary alumnus status, as well as an honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters, from Iowa Wesleyan. He was also named 
President Emeritus.
 Prins is survived by his wife, Ruth of 1026 Barr Ave., Canon 
City, CO 81212-2217, and their six children. Memorials in his 
name have been established for Sangre de Cristo Hospice 
West in Canon City, CO, Iowa Wesleyan College and the 
United Presbyterian Church in Canon City, CO. 

Robert J. Prins L.H.D.’99
Iowa Wesleyan President Emeritus

Maxine Higens, 3537 S. 
New Haven Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74135-5414.

Chella J. Murphy ’60, 
September 2010, Burlington, 
IA. Survivors include a son, 
Charles Murphy, P.O. Box 
538, Roswell, NM 88202-
0538.

Murel Weiss Denny x68, 
August 9, 2010, Enid, 
OK. Survivors include her 
husband, Paul Denny, Jr., 313 
S. Rimrock Road, Enid, OK 
73703.

William E. Moffit x68, 
January 7, 2010, Reno, NV.

Bishop James S. Thomas 
LL.D. ’68, October 10, 
2010, Atlanta, GA. Survivors 
include his wife, Ruth 
Thomas, 2148 Briar Glen 
Lane SW, Atlanta, GA 
30331-2453.

Stanley M. Kerr x71, 
December 22, 2010, New 
London, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Linda 
Kerr, 2136 315th St., New 
London, IA 52645-9801.

Rev. Vaughn L. Wright ’74, 
November 7, 2010, Dexter, 
MO. Survivors include his 
wife, Nancy Wright, 319 
S. Walnut St., Dexter, MO 
63841-2145.

Nikki Jackson Taylor 
’83, October 11, 2010, 
Muscatine, IA. Survivors 
include her husband, Robert 
Taylor, 2869 Highway 61, 
Muscatine, IA 52761-9728; 
and a sister, Deanna Jackson 
Kerr ’71.

Warren H. Conner ’04, 
December 4, 2010, West 
Burlington, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Larisa 
Conner, 518 Ruthella Drive, 
West Burlington, IA 52655-
1339.
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Sunday, May 1
5 p.m.  ●  Senior Dinner for  
graduating seniors. Hosted by  
IWC Alumni Association and  
Student Alumni Association
IWC Social Hall
  
Friday, May 6
8 a.m. ●  Trustee Board Meeting

8 a.m.-5 p.m. ● Ghosts of the Prairie 
exhibition featuring Daniel File, 
photographer
P.E.O. Building Art Gallery

8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. ●  Bookstore Open
Student Union

1 p.m. ●  Alumni Association Board 
of Directors Meeting
Espy/McCurdy Conference Room

4-5 p.m. ●  50-Year Reception  
Class of 1961 ●  President’s Home, 
611 E. Washington Street

4-4:30 p.m. ●  Extended Learning 
Reception, for graduates and 
faculty of the Extended Learning 
program. 
Howe Student Activity Center, 
Espy/McCurdy Conference Room 
 

5 p.m. ●  Commencement Reception
Anniversary Class Reunion Photos  
1931, ’36, ’41, ’46, ’51, ’56, ’61 
Howe Student Activity Center Atrium

5:30 p.m. ●  Commencement 
All-Alumni Banquet & After-Glow 
Reception
Honoring Distinguished Alumnus 
Award - David D. Dixon ’75;
Alumni Service Awards - 
   Jill Dolby Ludvigsen ’74
   Warren Ludvigsen ’74;  
Young Alumni Award -  
   Carla Kath McNamee ’95
   Pati T. Pati ’96
Student Union Social Hall

7:30 p.m. ●  Nurse Pinning Ceremony
IWC Chapel

Saturday, May 7
8:30 a.m.  ●  All-Alumni Reunion 
Breakfast
Howe Student Activity Center,  
Espy/McCurdy Conference Room

9 a.m.-1 p.m.  ●   Ghosts of the Prairie 
exhibition featuring Daniel File, 
photographer
P.E.O. Building Art Gallery

9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  ●   Bookstore Open
Student Union

10:30 a.m.  ●  Baccalaureate Service
Speaker: Jacqueline Thompson, 
Pastor, Farmington-Bonaparte 
United Methodist Churches 
IWC Chapel

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  ●  Graduation 
Lunch Buffet
Student Union Dining Hall

1:30 p.m.  ●  Commencement
Speaker: Elizabeth Davenport 
Garrels ’67, President, International 
Chapter, P.E.O. 
Ceremony on campus lawn in front 
of Old Main. Rain location Olan G.  
Ruble Arena in the Howe Student 
Activity Center 

Reception following Commencement. 
All graduates, alumni and guests 
are invited. 
Campus Lawn

5:30 p.m.  ●  Worship Service
First United Methodist Church,  
309 N. Main Street

Sunday, May 8
8, 9 & 11:15 a.m.  ●  Worship Services
First United Methodist Church, 
309 N. Main Street

Name

Address

City               State               Zip

Email

Phone                           IWC Class Year

Spouse                               IWC Class Year

n check (payable to Iowa Wesleyan College)

n MasterCard   n VISA    n Discover           Expiration Date

Card No.                                                         Security Code

Signature 

FRIDAY, MAY 6
 Alumni Banquet
    x  $18.50 =

SATURDAY, MAY 7
Alumni Reunion Breakfast
    x  $6.00 =

Graduation Lunch
  Graduating Senior complimentary

  Alumni, Parents, Friends x  $8.25 =

  Child age 6-12 x $4.25 =

  Children under 6 eat free

     TOTAL  =

# of persons

Commencement Weekend May 6-7, 2011

Due by April 22, 2011

Please email alumni@iwc.edu or call 319.385.6215 with questions.
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Remember when?
Dr. William Poulter works with students in a science lab. Tell us what you 
know about this photo by contacting us at iwcmarketing@iwc.edu!

Upcoming events
April 3
Alpha Xi Delta event for Autism Speaks

April 7
Service Learning Fair
11 a.m.
Social Hall

April 10
Community Brunch

April 14
Instrumental Ensembles Concert
7 p.m.

April 14
Iowa Poet Laureate 
    Mary Swander
11 a.m.
Chapel Auditorium

April 15
Visit Day for High School Juniors

April 16
IWC Football Alumni & Friends
    Golf Tournament
Mount Pleasant Country Club

April 21
Readings from Design
11 a.m.
Chapel Auditorium

April 22
Good Friday
Offices Closed

April 28, 2011
Student Awards Day
11 a.m.
Chapel Auditorium

May 6-7
Commencement Weekend
see inside for full schedule


