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the edItOR

Welcome to Spring. Welcome to a historic 

year in the life of our university. For 175 years, 

just as spring continues to breathe new life 

into the landscape of our campus; so too has 

our university seen new life. With record first 

year enrollment and continued growth, we 

approach the next 175 years with vigor and 

energy felt all over the region. Celebration 

with Founder’s Day, on February 17, was rung 

in with cherished memories and excitement 

for the future. We celebrate the 175 years of 

our university and our predecessors whose shoulders we stand upon. (more on page 18).

We will continue the festivities with an incredible Purple & White Ball that will be held 

Homecoming Weekend, October 21. This will give us the opportunity to come together  

as a community to culminate our 175th celebration.

Within these pages, you will see examples of Iowa Wesleyan’s Mission and Values 

in action. With the passion and leadership of our Board of Trustees and the entire 

community, we are making the decisions necessary to embrace our mission and values 

that will live long past us; as we serve our students and launch them into the world to  

lead meaningful lives and careers.  

You see, we have a Passion From Within as noted on the cover of this edition of Purple & 

White. A love of alma mater that goes beyond graduation and serves our students and our 

university through careers at IW. It is a passionate story of  community built from within 

our campus and we hope you enjoy reading about our faculty and staff who are graduates 

of Iowa Wesleyan.

As you explore the new format of Purple & White, please let us know what you think.  

We also welcome topics that you’d like to see within its pages. You may contact us at 

marketing@iw.edu.

We’ll see you Homecoming Weekend!

Lori Hunsaker Baerg 

Editor

Director of Marketing & Communications
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StReNGtheNING 

INteRNatIONaL BONdS

china articulation

The President and 

Dr. Frazier made the 

long journey to re-

sign an articulation 

agreement with 

15-year partner 

Wuyi University, in 

Wuyishan, Nanping, 

Fujian Province. 

Marking the tenth 

anniversary with 

our partner Yangste 

University, located 

in Jingzhou, China; 

an articulation 

agreement was re-

signed on the actual 

anniversary of the 

original partnership.

For Wuyi, this 

opens up more opportunities for students to come to the United 

States to study at Iowa Wesleyan and focus on improving their 

English language skills.

According to Dr. Frazier, “Wuyi, is a really special place because over 

the years, Iowa Wesleyan had faculty members go to Wuyi to teach 

while on sabbatical and even recently we sent two faculty to lecturer 

over spring break. We’ve also hosted visiting scholars (teachers) and 

students on a regular basis from there. In fact, a former Wyui visiting 

scholar was just here visiting Iowa Wesleyan in late January, while 

enjoying time off to celebrate the Chinese New Year.”

For Yangste, an institution with strong ties to the health care 

industry; their partnership with Iowa Wesleyan in nursing, biology, 

pre-med and English programs, is important–particularly since 

bilingual nurses are in huge demand in China right now.

Dr. Frazier, reflected thoughtfully saying: “Iowa Wesleyan has a 

long tradition of bringing Chinese students here as another one of 

our ways of being able to further globalize the campus. It has really 

worked out quite well, and supports one of our major initiatives in 

Iowa Wesleyan’s strategic plan.”  

President titus is the first iowa 

wesleyan President to visit yangste 

university, remaining true to our 

strategic initiatives of academic 

innovation and student success. it 

also continues to fulfill a key goal 

within our strategic Plan of building 

lasting strategic PartnershiPs.

Now, as plans are in the works for Iowa Wesleyan University’s 175th 

culminating celebration; we hope to host both President ZHANG 

Yunhua of Wuyi University and Yangtze University’s President 

Professor XIE Hongxing, whom have both been invited to campus 

next fall. 

Renewed academic partnerships in China    
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FORGING MeaNINGFUL 

PaRtNeRShIPS

dmacc agreement

last november, iowa wesleyan university and des moines area community 

college (dmacc) made history together, by signing a new nursing articulation 

agreement to imPlement the r.n. to b.s.n. (registered nurse to bachelor of 

science in nursing) 3+1 comPletion Program.  

Dr. Laurie Wolf, ’78, retired Executive Dean of  

Students Services at DMACC, fostered a conversation 

between IW and DMACC that led to a first of its kind 

partnership in the State of Iowa and will bridge DMACC 

nursing graduates to their B.S.N. at Iowa Wesleyan in one 

year using IW’s state of the art online classes. Nursing 

students can further their education without disrupting 

their lives. This is a move that will not only benefit the 

student but healthcare for Iowans as a whole.

According to Division of Nursing Chair and Associate 

Professor at Iowa Wesleyan Margaret Trousil, “This 

partnership is ideal, as Iowa Wesleyan has f lexible entry 

points to classes each year. The same highly-qualified 

instructors on campus teach online courses as well, 

making it possible for students to work, have a family  

and get their education.”

The health care industry has been pushing community colleges to 

do more to help nurses become B.S.N. prepared throughout the 

United States for several years because the nation  

is in desperate need of more qualified nurses. DMACC has taken 

this call seriously, 

joining forces with 

Iowa Wesleyan to 

become the first 

community college 

nursing program 

to implement 

Iowa Consortium 

for Advancing 

Nursing Education 

(ICANE) 

recommendations 

toward B.S.N. completion.

DMACC Nursing Education Director Kendra Ericson also 

spoke about the agreement, saying: “I am excited for the strong 

partnership with Iowa Wesleyan to ensure that our associate degree 

in nursing graduates will be able to stay in central Iowa and work 

while completing their R.N. to B.S.N. degree online. I am proud we 

will be offering a seamless pathway to the R.N. to B.S.N. where all 

DMACC nursing credits will be accepted.”

She then continued, “I am confident that the DMACC-Iowa 

Wesleyan partnership provides new pathways in the state for 

community colleges 

and university nursing 

programs to partner 

and bring about a 

stronger nursing 

workforce able to  

meet Iowa community 

health needs.”

This partnership 

agreement is another 

big step towards 

achieving our vision to be the preeminent educational leader and 

resource and we’re looking forward to a long, fruitful partnership 

with Des Moines Area Community College.

“iowa wesleyan and dmacc nursing are leading the 

charge for state initiatives and industry needs to 

advance the nursing workforce in iowa. the r.n. to 

b.s.n. 3+1 comPletion Program Provides our nursing 

students a seamless transition from their associate 

degree to b.s.n. both on camPus and online.” 

President titus
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In recent years, higher learning institutions have experienced a 

dramatic shift. Enrollment rates have dropped, creating a stronger 

competition for new students; and it’s become more challenging 

than ever to make sure students complete their chosen programs 

once they start.

If colleges and universities want to survive and thrive they must 

be ready, willing and able to do what it takes to remain viable and 

relevant, and they’ve got to be nimble about it.

Iowa Wesleyan’s President Steven E. Titus has been taking this 

challenge head-on, facilitating a difference, and getting noticed.

Last fall, President Titus was invited to join a panel of six, very 

diverse and talented leaders assembled by Academic Impressions 

for an event entitled “Making Difficult Decisions,” the third in  

their series, “Presidential Dialogues: Focus on the Future.” 

The other five participants were Clark University (Worcester, 

MA) President, David Angel, Metropolitan State University of 

Denver (Denver, CO) President, Stephen Jordan, Agnes Scott 

College (Decatur, GA) President, Elizabeth Kiss, Boise State 

University (Boise ID) President, Robert Kustra, and Clarion 

University (Clarion, PA) President, Karen Whitney.

This discussion centered on what colleges and universities can do 

to sustain growth and remain relevant, and the difficult decisions 

necessary to achieve these goals. 

President

PReSIdeNtIaL dIaLOGUeS

“bring a caPacious curiosity to the role. 

you need to be questioning; asking smart 

questions; asking the right questions of 

your students, your colleagues, of the 

board–it’s Part of the way we lead.”  

elizabeth kiss, President–agnes scott college
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President

Conversation drivers included: 

•	 Making important decisions with limited information;

•	 Moving forward in the face of resistance;

•	 The future of higher education–hopes, concerns, and  

exciting possibilities.

The pearls of wisdom that came from this meeting have been 

compiled into a case study, with the focal point being “An informal 

model for making difficult decisions.” 

The authors of this case study have identified and expanded upon 

three elements necessary for making effective decisions when the 

stakes are high: Having the courage to act, a relational skillset,  

and a keen understanding of the operating environment.

For leaders in higher education, courage means persisting against 

the odds and being willing to act for the greater good, and standing 

strong regardless of how hard the pushback gets.

A relational skillset translates into taking a skillful approach, which 

requires access to reliable and relevant information–important puzzle 

pieces you can only get through strong relationships. The dialogue 

uncovered the keys to demonstrating a relational skillset through 

building trust, bringing together numerous viewpoints  

and leveraging insights from senior team members. 

Remember, you need honest feedback, so it’s even okay to reward 

candid responses.

Understanding your context is the third element. To put it simply, 

you must have a real grasp on your institution’s culture and operating 

environment. With so many different factors at play (i.e. region, 

curriculum, budgets and predominant student population to name 

a few), what’s right for one school probably won’t work for another. 

It’s critical to know your institution’s culture if you have any hope of 

helping to shape it for future success.

Now, even though these six presidents each have their own, unique 

personality, leadership style and approach, the consensus is that the 

best decisions are made in a collaborative environment where there is 

trust and an inherent understanding of culture. 

While this philosophy vastly deviates from the traditional leadership 

approach, it is this new model which will take Iowa Wesleyan well 

into the 21st Century and beyond. President Titus has the vision to 

carry through, as do the other presidential leaders who took part in 

the discussion. 

You can read the complete case study, learn about upcoming  

events and read other informative case studies by visiting:   

www.academicimpressions.com. 

“helP is the essential four-letter word 

a leader has to embrace. asking for helP 

is not a sign of weakness, but a sign of 

wisdom and maturity. your warrant for 

leadershiP will dePend on your caPacity 

to seek counsel.”

President titus

“there’s a saying, ‘what you do sPeaks so loudly, i can’t 

hear what you say.’ you are judged on your actions. 

walking the talk is really imPortant.”  

stePhen jordan, President–metroPolitan state university of denver
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MISSION: POSSIBLe

President

The mission of an institution is vital to the core decisions an 

organization will make.  In fact, being missional as a thought leader 

can vastly impact the course or direction of an organization.  Our 

mission, the 9th of Iowa Wesleyan history, is set to propel us into 

the future.  I had an opportunity to visit with President Titus on the 

importance of our mission. 

On September 24, 2015, the Board of Trustees, upon the 

recommendation of the faculty and administration, approved a new 

mission of the university.  

President titus: “i believe our 

new mission was born out of high 

asPiration.  i believe it was born out 

of a desire for something more and 

something new.  i believe our new 

mission was born out of a knowing –  

a deeP down knowing that a new 

era was beckoning and the time was 

right to resPond to that beckoning in 

serious and comPelling ways.” 

Thus, the Board of Trustees responded with a new articulation of 

what has endured at Iowa Wesleyan for nearly two full centuries:  

IOwa weSLeyaN UNIVeRSIty IS a tRaNSFORMatIONaL 

LeaRNING cOMMUNIty whOSe PaSSION IS tO 

edUcate, eMPOweR aNd INSPIRe StUdeNtS tO  

Lead MeaNINGFUL LIVeS aNd caReeRS.

As reported in Inside Higher Ed, author Susan Resneck Pierce, 

an expert in board governance said this about Iowa Wesleyan in 

Rethinking the institutional Mission:  

This mission shift and many layoffs were unquestionably painful. 

Yet Iowa Wesleyan recently announced that its “incoming class 

enrollment has jumped 150 percent in just two years,” that “student 

retention has grown 35 percent over the last three years,” and that its 

“international student population has drastically increased.”

President Titus goes on to say:  “If an institution, just like a human 

being, wants to know where they are going, they have to know who 

they are and whose they are.  I think in this day and age, in this 

competitive environment, institutions are separating from who they 

are, to try and be all things to all people.  I think that’s a mistake.  I 

think that we have to go deeper into identity.  I think that’s where 

we are most competitive.  It’s about differentiation.  If an institution 

is able to talk to itself, to each other, about who we are, then we are 

able to tell others who we are.

That is the whole reason for creating explicit values so that we could 

have a conversation with one another about what is meaningful at 

Iowa Wesleyan.  We name our values:  Learning & Community, 

Faith & Service, Discovery & Action, and Courage & Passion.  

Then we claim them as our own.

We add our experience to our values.  It allows communal dialogue 

and it becomes an important aspect of our institution.

Our mission is our commission.  It compels us forward.  Our goal 

then is to Educate, Empower and Inspire.  We want our students to 

lead meaningful lives.”

President Titus takes the understanding of our mission a step 

further to break it down and why this mission will see Iowa 

Wesleyan into the future.  

“WE ARE:  When we say, “Iowa Wesleyan University” we are 

saying, “We Are”.  “We Are” is a commitment, a declaration.  It is 

our institutional “I Am”.  It signals a strong and confident sense of 

identity. 

TRANSFORMATIONAl:  Formation is an act of giving form or 

shape to something, to developing something.  Trans-formation 

is a dramatic change in that form, an important event.  It is a 

conversion, a metamorphosis, and it is radical.  What we are 

declaring is that if you attend Iowa Wesleyan University, you will be 

radically affected in constructive ways. 

lEARNINg:  What do we mean by learning at Iowa Wesleyan?  It 

is the accumulation of knowledge, facts, figures, and events?  Is it 

an engagement and integration of the heart, mind and soul?  Is it a 

process of forming compassion, character and competence so that 

we may transform students into good citizens capable of making 

wise decisions in service of neighbor and community?  By learning 

we engage and align one’s sense of calling, helping to clarify one’s 

purpose in the world, thus enabling graduates to cultivate and 

perfect the process of learning beyond the walls of the university. 

cOMMUNITY:  Community is a place of fellowship with diverse 

women and men who share common attitudes, interests and goals.  

For us, it is a place where civility and collaboration are valued, 

honored, expected and cultivated.  We are a place of diverse 

thoughts, mutual concern and common cause.  We are an academic 

community, committed to academic freedom, shared governance 

and transparent and inclusive decision-making.    
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PASSION: “Passion is when you put more energy into something 

than is required. It is more than just enthusiasm or excitement, 

passion is ambition that is propelled into action, where you put as 

much heart, mind, body and soul into something as is possible.” 

At Wesleyan, we appreciate that the endeavors we pursue often 

require bold risk-taking, and we celebrate that these endeavors are 

fueled by the passions, desires and aspirations of our members.

EDUcATE:  In our commitment to educate students, we wish 

to liberate their hearts and minds through the liberal arts and to 

ground them in a body of knowledge through their major fields  

of study. We are distinct among institutions of higher education  

in that we measure learning outcomes in the three life skills areas  

of communication, critical reasoning and civic engagement. 

EMPOWER:  When we empower students, and one another for 

that matter, we also liberate and free one another for leadership, for 

service, and for contribution. As our students prepare their “ways 

of proceeding” in the world, we aim to enable and equip them to 

proceed in authentic, courageous and consequential ways. 

INSPIRE: We inspire others best when we ourselves are open to 

being inspired. At Wesleyan our aim is not merely to credential you, 

our aim is to motivate, to arouse, to animate, to inf lame you. Our 

aim is to inspire you so that your life breathes spirit into the lives  

of others. 

STUDENTS:  Here we understand the sum and substance of our 

existence:  We exist for students. We practice Cura Personalis, 

the formation and development of the whole person.  We believe 

in individualized attention, hold a deep respect for each student’s 

unique circumstances, and appreciate the particular gifts, strengths 

and insights brought by each student.

To lead Meaningful lives and career: Not to have. Not to bump 

into. Not to spectate. But to lead meaningful lives and careers. This 

necessarily assumes one is responsible for the life one leads. It is 

volitional. It is a call to excellence, not perfection, in all that we do.  

To lead a meaningful life is to  “Go out and set the world on fire,” 

as St. Ignatius Loyola invites us to do. In other words, a meaningful 

life and career are best realized when lived and led from a sense of 

calling, a sense of purpose.”

That is a mission at work. A mission that drives on ambitious vision: 

Iowa Wesleyan will be the preeminent educational leader and 

resource for Southeast Iowa as its regional, comprehensive university 

offering an engaging student experience in relevant undergraduate 

and graduate programs in the liberal arts and professions.

M
IS

S
IO

N
IOWA WESlEYAN 

UNIvERSITY IS A 

TRANSFORMATIONAl 

lEARNINg 

cOMMUNITY  

WHOSE PASSION 

IS TO EDUcATE, 

EMPOWER 

AND INSPIRE 

STUDENTS TO lEAD 

MEANINgFUl lIvES 

AND cAREERS.
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Don Jones: A Natural Demonstration Of Learning & Community

our core values: learning & community

LeaRNING & cOMMUNIty  faith & service 

Professor emeritus of art, don jones has been educating iowa wesleyan 

students for nearly 38 years. his dedication has influenced countless lives, 

not just as a teacher, but as a mentor and friend too, making him the ideal 

rePresentative of the university’s mission and values surrounding learning 

and community.

Don’s daughter, Iowa Wesleyan’s Director of Alumni and Parent 

Relations Holly Jones, shared a few insights into what makes her 

dad so exceptional. 

“Growing up, I was lucky that I would get to meet some of his 

students and see the faculty/student relationships they had, and  

I always knew that they were positive. But what’s really been eye-

opening for me as I’ve been in my position here at Iowa Wesleyan, 

is meeting some of his former students and hearing the impact that 

he had on their lives, and also how they impacted his life. When 

I hear him speak about alums that he’s had over the years it’s just 

unbelievable to me, the relationships that have been formed.”

Those relationships describe the success Don has had in 

volunteering and serving the community both home and abroad. 

He stated, “Community service began with my undergraduate 

studies and it was a natural transition to the teaching experience.  

Educators are frequently called upon to contribute to the 

community far beyond the classroom. Explorer Post 1846 became a 

wonderful family opportunity for volunteerism throughout the years 

and especially during the Midwest Old Threshers Reunion.” Other 

activities Don has been involved with include the Mt. Pleasant 

Community Theater, and over the years Missions and Higher 

Education committees at First Methodist Church.

His service carries forward globally. For more than 36 years, Don 

has led trips to Mexico and served in three different regions there.

“my international community service 

started while sPending a semester 

abroad in undergraduate school. 

my grouP scoured the city of merida, 

mexico for materials that we later 

turned into Playground equiPment in 

a very Poor neighborhood.” don jones

In addition, he spent 10 days volunteering in Mexico City after the 

1985 earthquake and in 2012, spent Fall Semester teaching English 

in Oaxaca.

Over a thirty-seven year period Don’s Global Issues Mexico 

classes have had numerous opportunities to volunteer. In the 80’s, 

students worked with Centro de Crecimiento (school for special 

needs children) in the city of San Miguel de Allende. Some 

students extended their task by arriving early or staying beyond 

their scheduled time to complete their projects. In addition, 

materials and funds were collected prior to travel. More recently 

Don and his students have worked with the Oaxaca Streetchildren 

Grassroots in Oaxaca (WA HAWK  KA).

It’s precisely this approach to higher education that makes Don 

Jones such a natural fit with Iowa Wesleyan’s Learning and 

Community Values, and we appreciate the many years of service  

he has given and continues to give to our university.



our core values: learning & community

e | discovery & action | courage & Passion

“one thing that’s always been so amazing to me is that he cares so deePly about 

his students. it goes beyond the grade and what they’re learning...  it’s about the 

whole student and how he contributes to their learning exPerience as well as the 

meaningful life that they will live beyond the walls of iowa wesleyan.”  holly jones
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our core values:  faith & service

FaIth & SeRVIce  discovery & action  | c o

IOwa weSLeyaN IS a FaIth-INSPIRed 

UNIVeRSIty cOMMItted tO SPIRItUaL VaLUeS, 

hUMaN weLFaRe, aNd SOcIaL jUStIce. 

SO, It aLwayS MakeS US PROUd wheN we 

caN ShaRe the StORIeS OF StUdeNtS whO 

RePReSeNt theSe VaLUeS.

Meet Christian Henriksen ’18. Christian, a student leader on 
campus, is involved in Fellowship of Christian Athletes, plays 
football, and engages in many other activities on campus. 

Even though he didn’t need to go to a Christian university to 
experience faith, it really pleases him to be able to participate 
in Bible studies here; he’s also found an unexpected 
appreciation for all the extra opportunities to connect  
with students of all faiths attending Iowa Wesleyan. 

Henriksen, whom has always had a love for science, especially 
life sciences, has a penchant for the study of coding DNA 
to fight viruses. He even calls himself  “kind of a geek on 
the subject” which explains why he is a Biology major, with 
minors in Chemistry and Psychology, with the plan of being 
either an MD or a DO.  And when he’s not immersed in his 
studies, or mentoring others he can  
be found working in the labs as a teaching assistant.

Christian has a few recommendations to anyone pursuing a 
higher education: “If somebody really wants to experience 
that connection with others, then choose Iowa Wesleyan. 
If somebody wants to further their talents in different ways 
that they never thought possible, choose Iowa Wesleyan. If 
somebody wants to experience different cultures in the small-
town environment, choose Iowa Wesleyan – definitely.”

Christian’s faith and devotion to helping other people, while 
still managing to be one of Iowa Wesleyan’s student leaders, 
are qualities that perfectly illustrate our greatest values.

Christian and Reema: Two Stories of Faith & Service
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our core values: faith & service

 c ourage & Passion | learning & community  

Reema Rai ’19 is a Nursing major who followed her dream 
of studying in the United States. She traveled to Iowa 
Wesleyan all the way from Nepal. 

Reema says she did a lot of research before making the 
determination that Iowa Wesleyan was best suited to help 
her achieve her academic endeavors. Once she got here, she 
was delighted by new opportunities to expand her education 
beyond her chosen field of study. She especially enjoys her 
classes in Music Arts, Photography, and Yoga. She’s also 
quick to express her gratitude for the International Scholars 
Program that enables her to have these experiences. 

Rai chose a future in nursing because it is not only one of 
the most in-demand, but also highly accepted and approved 
professions in the world. She is passionate about pursuing her 
goal to return to her birthplace in rural Nepal, so she can help 
improve the health care of the underserved in her country.

Reema’s final word on the matter of getting a higher 
education is simple but powerful: “I encourage others to be 
bold and join me at Iowa Wesleyan University.”

Reema Rai’s courage and determination to take on such a 
noble cause is demonstrative of Iowa Wesleyan’s commitment 
to service. We are honored she chose to make us part of her 
journey as she sets the example of service for us all.
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Vincent La-Nard Taylor, landed a job as an English teacher at 

Discovery International School, and moved to Tegucigalpa (Te-gu-

ci-gal-pa), Honduras. Once he became established there, he was also 

able to gain experience teaching art, which opened the door to a new 

position at the more prestigious American School of Tegucigalpa on 

the other side of town. He then made a move to China.

He’s also quick to point out that there are other inf luences, though 

all governed by God, that have played a major role in the way he 

lives his life–values he got from his family and Iowa Wesleyan being 

among the most inf luential. “I was raised to love and believe in 

family; to believe in people and community. Iowa Wesleyan is all of 

that in a nice package. Through their core values, I learned to think 

critically, be assertive, and yet be sensitive to those whose opinions 

varied from mine.”  

Vincent further credits his Iowa Wesleyan experience for his success 

with people and in his career as an Art teacher. “Being in student 

senate really allowed me to understand how to work with others to 

find solutions to issues and provide harmony. My art teachers were 

an extreme influence.”

Vincent talked about the special mentors who are still deeply 

embedded in his heart: Don Jones, Ann Klingensmith, Dave 

Stuntzner, Christie Vilsack, Mildred Bensmiller, and Carol Nemitz. 

“Don and Ann taught me to see art with all my senses and spirit 

versus just my eyes, along with techniques and styles of art I’d never 

been exposed to; Mr. Stuntzner taught me ceramics–I don’t always 

have a wheel at my disposal, but I can still pull a fabulous pot; and 

Mrs. Vilsack taught Journalism. I always communicated well, but 

from her, I really obtained my voice and learned how to use my 

art to speak. Lastly, Mrs. Bensmiller gave me an affinity to read 

different types of books in her Composition and Rhetoric classes; 

and Dean Nemitz just told me how it was when I needed advice  

or counseling.”

Today, Taylor is not only an Art teacher at Beijing International 

Bilingual Academy, he also teaches students ranging in age from 

middle school through high school. Of his students, he says: “I tell 

them all the time, ‘It is not about me, it’s about you, your education, 

and the rest of your life.’”

He recognizes too, that Iowa Wesleyan plays a large role in his 

ability to be sharing this philosophy with his students in China, 

saying, “I can talk about the many ways that I am successful 

because of my education at Iowa Wesleyan, but primarily it has 

equipped me with a knowing and a thinking that has now allowed 

me to be a global citizen with a universal approach to life, teaching 

curriculums that will allow my international students to be more.”

Vincent has great advice to anyone trying to decide where to pursue 

a higher education: “If you desire an experience that prepares you 

for life; an education that prepares you for an opportunity for a 

great career from moral and ethical faculty, in a safe, growing and 

friendly community, Iowa Wesleyan is the place. It may be small, 

but you can make big things happen there.”

our core values: discovery & action

there are many iowa wesleyan graduates who’ve taken action to make a real 

difference.  6,500 miles away, vincent la-nard taylor ’94, talks about his journey 

through discovery and action.

dIScOVeRy & actION  courage & Passion 

Vincent La-Nard Taylor: Discovery Through Action
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our core values: discovery & action

ion | learning & community | faith & service  

“shine your light uPon the world and if you want change, be the change you 

desire to see in the world!”  vincent la-nard taylor  ’94
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our core values: courage & Passion

Courage And Passion Impacting The Greater Good

cOURaGe & PaSSION  learning & commu

astronaut dr. Peggy a. whitson ’81 continues her third long-duration mission  

to the international sPace station with exPedition 50/51. 

It’s a pretty safe bet that no one from her 

small home town in Iowa ever expected one 

of their own, much less a little girl named 

Peggy, to grow up to become a famous 

astronaut. But this bold individual has 

astounded and inspired many more than just 

those people from her childhood–she’s made 

the entire world sit up and take notice. 

Dr. Peggy Whitson, who grew up in an 

era when space travel was considered a 

man’s job, has made history in a number of 

ways; including serving as the first female 

internatinal space station commander, and 

that was just on her second voyage with 

Expedition 16 in 2008.

Now, she can add being the oldest woman 

astronaut to go into space to her long list 

of accomplishments; and she took her 7th 

spacewalk on January 6, 2017, bringing her 

total amount of time walking in space up to 

46 hours and 18 minutes and growing, as she 

commands Expedition 50/51.

When you look at the journey that brought her 

to where she is today, it’s pretty astounding. 

Dr. Whitson shared on Twitter: “From here 

on board the International Space Station, 

which is about 250 miles above the earth, 

traveling at about 17,500 miles an hour,  

I look out upon our beautiful earth below 

every day, and I’m always blown away by  

its incredible beauty.” 

Even though Peggy had already decided by 

the time she graduated high school that she 

wanted to be an astronaut, she met resistance 

along the way. Fortunately, she chose to earn 

her B.S. in Biology and Chemistry from Iowa 

Wesleyan, because it was here where she 

found the extra encouragement she needed  

to follow her passion with great zeal. 

One of those instrumental as an instructor 

to Whitson was Delores Poulter Wilson ’63.  

Fondly known as DP on Iowa Wesleyan’s 

campus, DP had this to say about Whitson: 

“Peggy is dear to me.  She knew she wanted 

to be an astronaut when she started at IW 

even though there was not a program in the 

U.S. for women to become astronauts at the 

time. I am honored to have been a mentor 

and instructor to this incredible woman.”

Who Whitson is today has required 

incredible courage, hard work, dedication, 

and passion. Not only has she had to be fast 

on her feet and learn to understand complex 

technology; she has also overcome age old 

misconceptions, and learned how to adapt, 

improvise and overcome in order to handle 

any unexpected issues and make necessary 

repairs on the International Space Station. 

Even more than having the emotional and 

mental capacity to handle any challenges 

that may arise so far from home, spacesuits 

weigh a hefty 250 pounds with the 

backpack. Further, astronauts don’t really 

walk in space, but f loat, which means they 

must be able to depend on their hands to get 

them safely from place to place. This all adds 

up to the need for serious physical strength 

and endurance too.

Whitson explains more in a post on The 

NASA Village on tumblr (http://astropeggy.

tumblr.com), “Performing a spacewalk is an 

inherently dangerous operation due to the 

nature of the job. We rely on the folks who 

design the hardware and tasks to make them 

into “do-able” tasks by the crew members. 

There have been many an instance where 

engineers and task specialists had to work 

around a problem that was never anticipated. 

That is creativity at its best! The hardware 

has to be robust enough to withstand the 

environment of space (+/- 270 degrees C 

every 45 min or so), yet it also has to be “user 

friendly” enough that the crew can perform 

the task without introducing additional risk.”

For all of the inherent qualities that have 

helped her make her way to outer space, 

Whitson is always quick to credit the many 

hard-working, brilliant people behind the 

scenes for her success–which is just one more 

example of what makes her such a perfect 

representation of Iowa Wesleyan’s values  

of courage and passion.

At the foundation of it all, one of Whitson’s 

Twitter posts perfectly articulates who she is: 

“My mother was a teacher who loved space 

and my father was an engineer. I ended up 

combining both.” What a truly stunning 

combination and honor of her parents and 

the world at large.



Iw.edU 17

our core values: courage & Passion

u nity | faith & service | discovery & action  

“Peggy is so genuine and truly loves to mentor others to follow their dreams.  

she has a Passion for life and encourages young PeoPle to follow the science 

field.  she is absolutely insPiring.” dP wilson ’63
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FOUNdeRS day - IOwa weSLeyaN 

hIStORy IN the MakING - 175 yeaRS

Sara Titus, our Emcee for the celebration, took us on a journey 

through Wesleyan’s first 175 years. With students presenting 

artifacts that represented significant eras and people throughout 

IW’s history. Relics include items such as Time Magazine 

featuring James Van Allen on the cover; significant proclamations 

by our governor and mayor; and images representing Senator 

Harlan and our Founding P.E.O Sisterhood to name a few.

For most, the history presented and the items shown were a first  

as they discovered the legacy from which they came.

President Titus remarked that: “For Iowa Wesleyan University, 

this moment, this here and now, has been 175 years in the making.  

So we pause and remember to join together in community to 

give thanks for God’s abundant graces over the years, nearly two 

centuries worth. We pause and remember so we may give thanks 

for one another and for the legacy this university has created in the 

intellectual, social, spiritual and moral formation of human beings.”

President Titus went on to say that “we are here to celebrate  

our institutional saga, our heroic narrative of legendary figures  

and events.” 

Additional speakers included our 175th Celebration Honorary Co-

Chairs, Richard ’66 and Elizabeth ’67 Garrels, and alumni reflections 

from Bruno Rwayitare ’08. 

Bruno Rwayitare ’08 shared that he left Rwanda as a young adult 

to seek an education.  His father wanted him to return to his home 

country, but as fate would have it, Bruno met his wife and found 

amazing career opportunities in the U.S.  He said, “I was not an 

athlete but I was a Tiger in my soul.”  His ref lection of his time at 

Iowa Wesleyan was summed up to say: “You have four years here 

and you can make it what you want to make it.  You have to be 

intentional.  Nothing is random.  Everything you do matters.  

Each of you will grow, but you get to determine how fast and  

how far you get to grow.”

“focus on your education. take the 

courses; do well, but remember 

education is not only in the 

classroom. reach out to the retirees 

and seniors in the community and 

ask them to be mentors. remember 

to build relationshiPs, as that will 

Provide your next oPPortunity. don’t 

be afraid to take risks. it can Provide 

great rewards. last, if you want to be 

served, you must serve.” bruno rwayitare ’08

President Titus read proclamations from Mount Pleasant Mayor 

Steve Brimhall, and Iowa Govenor Terry Branstad. He read the 

official resolutions presented to the university hailing February 17, 

2017 as “Iowa Wesleyan University Day” in honor of the celebration.

The celebration continued with the singing of our Wesleyan Hymn 

led by Broad Street Connection and a 175th birthday cake as we 

gathered to give thanks.

founders day

friday, february 17, iowa wesleyan university officially became 175 years  

old. over 350 constituents joined together by taking time to Pause, remember  

and celebrate.   
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founders day

“you are the next talent.  we count on you.  the world 

counts on you.  do your best at iw and we’re waiting 

for you in the marketPlace.”  bruno rwayitare ’08
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walk of honor

Now you can leave 
your mark, too!

Introducing the 
Wesleyan Walk of Honor



belle babb mansfield
Class of 1866

First female attorney in the nation

senator james harlan
President,  

Iowa Wesleyan University

1853-1855, 1869-1870

Peggy whitson
Class of 1981

First female commander of  

NASA International Space Station

clement isong
Class of 1954

Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria

James Van Allen

Class of 1935

American space scientist who 

 discovered radiation belt
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The 175th anniversary gives us the opportunity to leave a legacy on our beloved 
University for future generations. Creation of the Wesleyan Walk of Honor offers 
alumni and friends a special way to commemorate their love for Iowa Wesleyan with a 
personalized brick.

The bricks will form a walkway that will begin at the campus gateway, pass by the 
statue of Senator James Harlan, and end at the University Chapel. The walkway will 
be constructed this summer, and will be dedicated during Homecoming Weekend on 
Saturday, October 21, 2017.

“this hoPefully becomes a tradition where PeoPle 

will want to leave their mark on iowa wesleyan for 

all that it meant to them while they were students. 

it’s going to be a tribute to behold, with names 

of alumni, and friends, and PeoPle who’ve made a 

difference in our alumni’s lives.” dr. drew van horn,  

iowa wesleyan’s vice President for university advancement

New graduates will have an opportunity to add their legacy at graduation as well. 

Additional bricks will be available for $500 from now until May 31, 2017. 

during this celebratory year, your gift to the wesleyan 
fund will leave a legacy for generations to come. we invite 
you to join us at the dedication of the wesleyan walk of 
honor on october 21, 2017 and look forward to seeing your 
name Permanently a Part of iowa wesleyan’s landscaPe. 
thank you for your suPPort!

Since its founding in 1842, legends have 
left their mark at Iowa Wesleyan. 

Order your brick at iw.edu/WalkOfHonor.
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“without wesleyan, i would never have develoPed 

the Personal skill to become a teacher and i 

fell in love with this Place: the community.”

lane levine m.a. ’85, associate Professor of Physical education, 

exercise science and wellness 

PaSSION FROM wIthIN

It became apparent that Passion From Within at Iowa Wesleyan University is a 

concept wrapped around the idea of community.  Joseph Stubbs ’12, Associate Head 

Coach and Defensive Coordinator of Iowa Wesleyan’s football team said, “For me 

the reason I chose to stay and work at Iowa Wesleyan is the relationships that I made 

over the years. Iowa Wesleyan became a home away from home for me. I met people 

that became my new family including my wife.  It’s easy for me to be attached to Iowa 

Wesleyan. It’s easy for me to be an employee here and help Iowa Wesleyan be a great 

institution.”

Then, James Pedrick ’80 eloquently said, “ To be known is really important in our 

relationships.  The feel-good theme from “Cheers” describes the perfect hangout as 

a place “where everyone knows your name.”  In the highest relationship, the apostle 

Paul talks about being “fully known.”  My reason for being at Iowa Wesleyan is 

somewhere in between. It was, and is, a place to know and be known by others. Being 

known, and not being able to say no, gets you on the alumni board, development 

council and board of trustees. And it rubbed off on my son, who felt at home here for 

two years as a student. The feeling I have for this place, somewhere between Cheers 

and heaven, is what brings an occasional “unbidden” tear during the singing of the 

Wesleyan Hymn and a catch in my throat when I say, with pride, “One Hundred 

Seventy Five years.”

a Passion from within is Planted when the

an institution and those seeds grow to

faculty and staff that not only gradua

“being a student at iowa wesleyan was the best  

4 years of my life. the friends i made here will be  

my friends forever. i am Proud of this school and 

wear my colors with Pride.”

kali hills ’11, advancement coordinator and assistant softball coach 

“the feeling i have for this Place, somewhere between cheers and heaven, is what brings an occasional “unbidden” tear during the singing of the wesleyan hymn.”
jim Pedrick ’80, director of corPorate and foundation relations 
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“i have to say that the most imPortant Part of my 

success was and continues to be the PeoPle of 

iowa wesleyan.” Paula wiley ’11, reference and instruction librarian 

 when the heart, mind and soul are nourished. seeds are Planted for a love of a Place, a family, 

 to blossom as they give back year after year with their beauty.  that analogy describes the 

 graduated from iowa wesleyan but came back to serve.  THEY SHARE A TRUE PASSION FROM WITHIN.

Cyndi Walljasper ’92 drove home the concept of family at our institution and the reason 

she returned to serve. “As a student, my professors saw something in me that I did not 

see in myself. They nurtured me, encouraged me, and helped me find my way toward a 

meaningful, rewarding career path. They were strong role models. They saw my strengths, 

and helped me to see them too. I was a quiet, shy kid who was able to grow 

in my achievements in and out of the classroom. IW is the kind of place 

where individual students can make a difference.

Now as a faculty member, it feels like I’ve come full circle. I am blessed to 

have the opportunity to teach and mentor students, just as my professors did 

for me. One of my favorite parts of my work is interacting with students, 

helping them understand concepts in class and make connections to their 

everyday lives, talking with them about their career goals, helping them 

grow and develop not just as learners but as whole people. I enjoy teaching, 

and I have grown a lot in learning how to teach, continually making my 

classes more interactive and promoting the value of service as it relates to 

many of my courses.”

to read additional thoughts from our Passion 

from within faculty and staff, Please visit our 

website at www.iw.edu/Passion.

“iowa wesleyan became a home away from home for me. i met PeoPle that became my new family, including my wife.”
joe stubbs ’12, associate head coach and defensive coordinator

“i am blessed to have the oPPortunity to teach 

and mentor students, just as my Professors  

did for me. ”

cyndi walljasPer Ph.d. ’92, associate Professor of Psychology  

and assistant dean for wesleyan studies 
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2   17save the date
October 20-21

HOMEcOMINgHOMEcOMINg HIgHlIgHTS:
» Alumni Banquet » Wesleyan Walk of Honor Dedication
» Boom Night » Homecoming Football game
» Homecoming Parade » Purple & White Ball
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Saturday, October 21, 2017

Iowa Wesleyan University 
601 NORTH MAIN STREET, MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA

6:00 pm Ball Cocktail Reception, Howe Activity Center

7:00 pm Ball Dinner & Program

9:00 pm Post-Ball Entertainment 

Live Music by The Band Etc. - Music through the decades

$100 per person
$175 per couple

$1,000 table sponsorship 

RSVP online at www.iw.edu/175.

Formal attire requested, black tie optional, purple dress or accent encouraged.

In celebration of our 175th Anniversary

President Steven and Sara Titus 

cordially invite you to the 

Purple and White Ball Patrons
$750– listed in program materials and special IW 175th Celebration Publication

$1,750 – listed in program materials and special IW 175th Celebration Publication
$17,500 – listed in program materials and special IW 175th Celebration Publication

Purple and White Ball Sponsors
Table Sponsors - $1,000  

Pre-Ball Reception Sponsors - $2,500 

Dinner Sponsors - $10,000 

Post-Ball Entertainment Sponsors - $10,000 

Fireworks Sponsors - $10,000

Purple and White Sponsor - $175,000
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cONGRatULatIONS 

tO OUR deceMBeR GRadUateS!

december graduation

the afternoon of december 8, 2016 marked a 

memorable rite of Passage for another class of 

remarkable iowa wesleyan graduates. degrees 

awarded ranged from science and nursing, to 

education, art, business, and criminal justice.

This was the third year of Iowa Wesleyan’s December graduation ceremony; it was 

implemented to make sure we have the chance to honor those graduates unable to 

make it to the May Commencement–some are from other regions of the U.S. or are 

International students who must get back home, while others are needed on the job. 

This year, we also did something a little different. We surveyed graduates and 

asked them what kind of ceremony they wanted. The consensus came back with an 

overwhelming vote for meaningful but succinct. So, we did our best to accommodate, 

and it was well-received.

Iowa Wesleyan President, Steven E. Titus presided over the ceremony, and the 

University’s Dean and Vice President for Academic Affairs, DeWayne P. Frazier was the 

speaker of the day. He addressed graduates, their friends and family and Iowa Wesleyan’s 

faculty and staff with a short but moving statement.

The common thread for this celebration centered on the valuable contribution every 

individual makes, each in his or her own unique way. 

Dr. Frazier said it best as he finished his intonation with, “Today, you each join the ranks 

of Wesleyan graduates that have literally changed the world. You are a part of something 

much bigger than yourself, you are a part of a family–a family that has been going strong 

now for 175 years. You have the opportunity to add to the legacy that is your alma mater, 

Iowa Wesleyan University.  For it was written, that what we have done for ourselves alone 

dies with us; what we have done for others and the world, remains and is immortal.”

“iowa 

wesleyan 

graduates, 

the world 

needs you.”
dr. dewayne frazier
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SeRVIce exeMPLIFIed

skyler rodgers ’17, is a triPle threat when 

it comes to athletics, academics and serving 

those in the community.

Rodgers, a Saint Louis native, who graduates from Iowa Wesleyan 

May 2017, is a two-sport athlete.  She is a softball pitcher and plays 

soccer on IW’s women’s teams.   Academically, she is also a dual 

major in Elementary Education and Education Foundations.

Yet one of Rodgers greatest accomplishments at Iowa Wesleyan 

comes in service to the community in a program called Mount 

Pleasant Reads.  

Mount Pleasant Reads is a one-day event targeting K-3 focused on 

literacy.  Literacy is a common problem in English but we also have 

literacy challenges in multi-lingual populations. Literacy is Rodgers 

number one priority when she graduates.  

“i was so Proud the event went over 

well but more the difference we 

made with the children.  it was an 

honor to see my Peers and the joy they 

received from giving back to the kids. 

there was a first grader who was 

translating for his mother, who did 

not sPeak english.  my heart was full.”

The United Methodist Church donated a book to each child and 

the Iowa Wesleyan students worked hand in hand with a child.  

“The impact the university made on the students was significant,” 

Rodgers said.  “In fact, the children were asking when they would 

get to do it again.  As I launch into my professional career, I hope 

to continue this program and partner with Iowa Wesleyan to 

implement it.”

Rodgers was selected as a statewide civic ambassador to present 

the Mount Pleasant Reads program at the Midwest Service 

Leaders Conference sponsored by Iowa Campus Compact in 

November 2016. This 

annual student-led 

regional conference 

is aimed at inspiring 

meaningful service 

projects on campuses, 

in communities and 

throughout the world.  

The conference brings 

college students together 

who are committed to 

community engagement, 

social justice, community 

service, and service learning for professional development 

opportunities that will bolster their effectiveness as leaders on 

campus and capitalize on their interest in creating positive change  

in their communities.

Rodger’s goals for the future?  “I want to begin in a general 

classroom and move to a Title One position.  Then I’d like to get 

my PhD in Reading for primary grades.  Personally, I also hope to 

become a foster parent at some point in my life,” Rodgers said. 

Skyler Rodgers is living out the mission and values of our university 

through exemplified service and leadership.   
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athletics

SPORtS UPdateS

Tiger Football Finishes 7th Under Richtman’s First Season at the Helm

Under the direction of first year head coach, Michael Richtman, 

the Iowa Wesleyan football team saw improvement from a season 

ago.  The Tigers went 3-7 overall, winning their final two games 

of the season.  Iowa Wesleyan jumped up a slot from last season’s 

conference standings after picking up two more wins than the 

previous season.  IW ended the season with an Upper Midwest 

Athletic Conference (UMAC) record of 3-6 and took seventh place 

in the final conference standings.

The season was highlighted by several players earning recognition 

for their play throughout the year.  Members of the Tigers were 

recognized as Players of the Week on three different occasions.  

Andrew Terrell-Rodriguez ‘17 and 

Raul Alvarez ‘17 were the first 

members of the IW football team to 

receive UMAC Player of the Week 

honors after their performances 

in week 3 of the season.  Jeremy 

Gomez ‘17 earned United States 

Collegiate Athletic Association 

(USCAA) Player of the Week 

honors for his play in week 5 for the 

Tigers.  Darryl Smith ‘17 was the 

final Tiger to receive Player of the 

Week recognition.  Smith took home UMAC Player of the Week 

honors after having a strong performance in week 8 for IW.  

These four seniors not only took home Player of the Week honors, 

but they also were named to the UMAC All-Conference Team.  

Jeremy Gomez was the lone Tiger to be named 

UMAC First Team All-Conference Offense for 

the 2016 season.  Gomez led the conference with 

910 yards receiving and had 56 receptions on 

the year.  Raul Alvarez picked up 2016 UMAC 

Second Team Offense honors in his first year 

with the Tigers. He led the UMAC with 190 

completions for a total of 2,223 yards.  Alvarez 

threw for 19 touchdowns and averaged 223.3 

yards per game for IW.  The Tiger defense had 

two players earn All-Conference recognition.  

Andrew Terrell-Rodriguez was named UMAC 

Second Team Defense as a linebacker for Iowa 

Wesleyan.  Terrell-Rodriguez finished in the top 

five of the conference leaderboard with 78 tackles 

on the year.  Darryl Smith was named UMAC 

Second Team All-Conference Defense at the 

defensive back position.  Smith recorded four 

interceptions on the season, fifth best in the conference. He also led 

the team with four blocked kicks and tallied 47 tackles on the year.

The recognition for the Tigers did not stop there.  Iowa Wesleyan 

had ten players named to the 2016 All-USCAA Football Team. 

There were a total of 49 student-athletes recognized by the USCAA 

for their play this season, and IW had three players earn First Team 

honors and seven players earn Second Team honors.  The members 

of the Tigers that were named to the All-USCAA First Team were 

Raul Alvarez-QB, Andrew Terrell-Rodriguez-LB, and Jaiya Garcia 

‘18- DB.  All-USCAA Second Team recipients included: Jeremy 

Gomez-WR, Rudy Amezcua ‘18-WR, Aaron Wynn ‘17-OL, Steven 

Gipson ‘17-OL, Larry Torbert ‘20-DL, Undra Coverson ‘20-DL, 

and Darryl Smith-DB.

“as a team with a substantial number of freshmen, we 

certainly went through our growing Pains.  we lost a couPle 

of games we should have won, but thanks to the leadershiP 

of our returning Players, the maturation of our new guys, 

and the hard work of our coaching staff we ended the year 

Playing our best.  we are looking forward to what we are 

caPable of next season.” mike richtman, head coach
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athletics

Volleyball Takes Eighth in SLIAC

B.J. Wagy wrapped up her third year at the helm of the Iowa Wesleyan 

women’s volleyball program.  The team finished the season with an 

overall record of 6-25.  They ended the season in eighth place in the St. 

Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference standings after going 5-12 in 

conference play on the year.

Despite the eighth place finish, several players received recognition for 

their play throughout the season. Cierra Howard ’17 earned SLIAC 

All-Conference honors and was an Honorable Mention USCAA All-

American recipient.  Howard, a libero for the Tigers, earned Third 

Team All-Conference honors after having a big year for IW.  She was a 

vital part of the team’s defense, and ended the season leading the SLIAC 

with 6.14 digs per set and for first in the SLIAC with 639 total digs on 

the year.  Howard also broke the 2,000 career digs milestone, extending 

her record that she broke during last season.  

Maggie Earney ’17 was named to the SLIAC All-Sportsmanship Team 

this season. The SLIAC All-Sportsmanship team is made up of one 

individual from each institution who best shows the best sportsmanship 

throughout the season.  Individuals are chosen by their coaches and 

teammates.  Earney played in 26 matches and recorded 593 assists this 

season. She ended the season in fifth place in the SLIAC leaderboards 

with 6.74 assists per set.

Men’s Soccer Sees Improvement 

Under Odorisio

In his first season at the helm of the men’s soccer program, Tony 

Odorisio led the Tigers to an overall record of 5-14-1 overall record 

and a 2-7 SLIAC record.  The five wins for IW were the most wins 

the program has seen in the last three seasons.  Iowa Wesleyan 

finished the season in a tie with Principia for eighth place in the 

conference standings.

Along with the best finish in three years, the season was highlighted 

with two players receiving All-Conference awards.  Jonathon 

Amador ’18 was named Third Team All-Conference as a midfielder 

in his first season with the Tigers.  Amador played in 16 games for 

IW and scored the second most points on the team.  He recorded 

three goals and had three assists for a total of nine points this season.  

Maxwell Trautmann ’18 was the final Tiger to receive SLIAC 

recognition.  He was named to the SLIAC All-Sportsmanship 

Team. Each institution nominates one individual who best shows 

good sportsmanship throughout the season.  Trautmann played in 20 

games and recorded five points (two goals and one assist) this season 

for Iowa Wesleyan.
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Women’s Soccer Season Highlighted 

by Sportsmanship Award

Both the men’s and women’s soccer teams were under the direction of 

new head coaches this season. With the change in coaching, the team 

was looking to improve from a season ago and build for the future. 

Under first year head coach, Nick Stebbins, the women’s team ended 

the year with a 0-16-1 overall record and an 0-8-1 SLIAC record.  

The Iowa Wesleyan women’s soccer team ended the 2016 season in  

a tie for ninth place.

The Tigers were the recipients of the 2016 SLIAC Team 

Sportsmanship Award.  The award was created in 2005 to recognize 

the team whose players, coaches, and fans exhibited the principles of 

good sportsmanship. Cecily Herby ‘17 was the lone Tiger to receive 

All-Conference recognition. Herby was named to the 2016 SLIAC 

Women’s Soccer All-Sportsmanship Team.  She played in 16 games 

for IW, recording one goal and two assists on the year, and was also  

a team captain.

Women’s Soccer Under New Leadership

Chris Early has taken over as the new head coach for the women’s 

soccer program at Iowa Wesleyan. Early replaces Nick Stebbins, 

who served as the interim head coach this season for the Tigers.  

Chris will bring an abundance of coaching experience to Iowa 

Wesleyan and the women’s soccer program.

Early has been coaching for the past nine years. Before joining the 

Tigers, he served as a volunteer coach at the University of Iowa.  

He helped the team to an 8-11 overall record during his time with 

the Hawkeyes.  He was also the head coach of the Iowa Soccer 

Association and was a staff coach for the Iowa City Alliance Soccer 

Club.

“We are very happy and excited to have Chris take over our 

women’s soccer program,” said Williamson. “Chris came highly 

recommended, and during the interview process, I felt he was 

exactly the type of coach we needed to take over our women’s 

program and build it into a successful program.”

Prior to coaching at the University of Iowa, Early served as an 

assistant coach at Northwestern State University in 2015. He has 

also spent time as a coach for various youth clubs.

“I am excited and blessed 

with the opportunity to 

build the women’s soccer 

program into a successful 

division III program. I have 

been fortunate to have some 

incredible mentors throughout 

my coaching career that have 

helped me gain the experience 

and knowledge to get to this 

point,” said Early.  “I am 

most excited to be able to 

teach and help these student-

athletes to be successful both on and off the field. The athletic and 

administrative staff here has been second to none with helping me 

get started and I am grateful for the opportunity to work side by 

side with them at this great school.”
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the LeGacy cONtINUeS...

Soukup Family Makes Valuable Athletic Contribution to IW’s Success

the soukuP family has made quite an imPact on tiger athletics through two 
generations in football and basketball, leading the tiger’s to successful seasons.  

Kirk Soukup ’84, a football free safety and 

an Iowa Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame 

inductee; was first team all district from 

1980-1984.  In 1980 and 1983, Soukup was 

named to the Football NAIA Honorable 

Mention All-American. As well, Soukup 

was named NAIA Second Team All-

American in 1981 and, in 1982; he was 

named NAIA First Team All-American.  

He holds Iowa Wesleyan records for 

career pass interceptions with 32; single 

season record with 11, and single game 

interceptions with 4 against Culver-Stockton 

College on October 2, 1982.

The legacy of the Soukup family continued 

at IW when sons Michael and Steven 

Soukup came to play for Head Basketball 

Coach Alex Huisman.

We asked Kirk how he felt about his sons 

returning to his Alma Mater. He replied,  

“It means a lot to our family that Michael 

and Steven chose Iowa Wesleyan to finish 

their basketball careers.”

Steven Soukup led his team this year on the 

court. Named a five-time SLIAC Player of 

the Week for the conference, he also earned 

National Association of Basketball Coaches 

(NABC) All-District Honors in NCAA 

Division III for the 2016 - 2017 season.  

Steven was named to the NABC Central 

District’s First Team All-District Team. 

Throughout the 2016-2017 Men’s 

Basketball season, he started in 27 of 27 

games for Iowa Wesleyan and averaged  

34.5 minutes per game. 

Steven also had a 61.9 shooting percentage 

from the f loor with 714 total points 

and averaged 6.3 rebounds per game. 

Additionally, he posted 69 total assists,  

18 blocks and 35 steals. Steven is also  

a USCAA Academic All-American.

Yet, the legacy continues with Michael 

Soukup, another of the Soukup men to  

make a positive impact on the success  

of Iowa Wesleyan 

athletics. Michael 

also stood out on 

Iowa Wesleyan’s 

team as a USCAA 

Academic All-

American. He led 

the conference in assists per game  

and made the 3rd Team All-SLIAC.  

Michael also had 4 double-doubles and  

2 triple-doubles. He led the team in steals 

per game (spg) and assists per game (apg) 

and tied for rebounds per game (rpg). 

Coach Huisman said of his senior players, 

“Michael and Steven are two of the most 

talented players I’ve been around both as a 

player and a coach. They both had incredible 

individual seasons this year, but their 

unselfishness is what helped us succeed as a 

team. They are both very hard working yet 

humble individuals who did whatever was 

asked of them without hesitation.  

I would have loved to coach them for more 

than one season, but I look forward to their 

continued involvement as alums and mentors 

in our program.” 

The Soukups have collectively made a great 

impact on athletics at Iowa Wesleyan. We 

look forward to the third generation of 

Soukups coming through the halls of IW. 

Thank you for your excellence of character 

and talent on the field and on the court.

“it has been a sPecial season for me watching 

them succeed and making an imPact for the 

team. it brings back wonderful memories of 

my time at iw.” kirk soukuP

Pictured (l-r): Steven, Kirk, Karen, and Michael Soukup. Pictured (l-r): Steven and Michael Soukup.
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Tiger Football Welcomes Largest 
Incoming Class in Recent Years
The success on the field during the 2016 season was not 

the only improvement that was seen in head coach Michael 

Richtman’s first year.  With the help of the entire coaching 

staff and the enrollment team at Iowa Wesleyan, the Tigers 

welcomed an incoming class of 61 student-athletes, including 

seven transfer student-athletes. Members of this year’s 

recruiting class represented 14 different states. The team  

nearly doubled in size from a season ago with the addition  

of the new student-athletes.

tIGeR athLetIc haLL OF FaMe 
& awaRdS ceReMONy

FRIday, aPRIL 28, 2017

You are cordially invited to the Iowa Wesleyan University Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony  
and Tiger student-athlete recognition event. 

OUR 2017 INDUcTEES
RobeRt bogdonas ’53

Football & Baseball

ryan boese ’98
Football 

amber roets thomas ’98
Softball 

allison falls ’06
Basketball & Softball 

hal mumme
Head Football Coach 1989-1991 

Please RSVP by April 21 at iw.edu/hall-of-fame or by calling the Office of Alumni & Parent Relations, 319.385.6215.

FIRST
A



Iw.edU 33

WHO’S NExT?
Calling all alumni and current students.  We make an impact everyday at Iowa Wesleyan.  

To that end, we want to share the amazing innovations, discoveries, and opportunities 

that come out of Iowa Wesleyan.  You may be next in our did you know section of the 

publication.  Email marketing@iw.edu to share your experiences.
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SO MANY ExcITINg 

THINgS HAvE 

HAPPENED AT 

IOWA WESlEYAN 

UNIvERSITY SINcE 

ITS FOUNDINg:

INvENTIONS
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FIRSTS

DID YOU kNOW?

FIRST FEMAlE 
ATTORNEYFIRST FEMAlE ATTORNEY IN US

Arabella (Belle) Babb Mansfield graduated from Iowa 

Wesleyan University in 1866.  In 1869, in a second f loor 

office in the Union Block Building on the Mount Pleasant 

square, Belle was sworn in to the State Bar and admitted 

to the practice of law in the State of Iowa. Belle went on 

to become an educator, administrator, and activist who 

worked closely with the early suffragettes whose work 

eventually secured women’s right to vote.

P.E.O. FOUNDINg

P.E.O. FOUNDINg

From the hallowed halls of Iowa Wesleyan University came the founding of 

another HISTORIC AND VISIONARY organization. On January 21, 

1869 seven female students joined forces to become The P.E.O. Sisterhood, 

a philanthropic educational organization. Today, the P.E.O. Sisterhood is an 

international organization of nearly 250,000 members who are dedicated to 

educating and improving life for women throughout the world. As of February 

2016,  P.E.O. International has awarded $283 million in financial assistance to 

almost 99,000 recipients. Our own Elizabeth Garrels ’67, served as president of 

P.E.O. International from 2009 through 2011.
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OUR FOUNDINg
Early in the 19th century, this frontier community 

of Mount Pleasant possessed a HUNGER FOR 

KNOWLEDGE and a DESIRE FOR CULTURE.

The Territorial Legislature was aware of this need and so, 

on February 17, 1842 enacted into law the incorporation of a 

Literary Institute at Mount Pleasant, Iowa in Henry County. 

One year later, on or before March 8, 1843, twenty six men 

from Mount Pleasant signed Articles of Association for the 

purpose of erecting The Mount Pleasant Collegiate Institute 

under the charge of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  
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PaSSING the tORch

iowa wesleyan’s board of trustees chairPerson, don wiley ’70, has been an 

integral Part of the university’s transformation into this new, exciting era. 

Since he began serving 

as a board member 

in 2002, Don Wiley, 

who became the 

chairperson in 2011, 

has witnessed and been 

a participant of many 

important moments in 

Iowa Wesleyan’s recent 

history.  

Wiley, a resident of 

Mount Pleasant and 

the president of Jean 

C. Wiley and Sons, 

Inc. recently shared 

insights into what 

compelled him to serve 

as a trustee for Iowa 

Wesleyan, saying: “I worked with some of my predecessors and  

they invited me to join the board. We did a lot of things together.  

I worked with then President Bill Johnston as we secured the Howe 

grant–a $35 million campaign, I think–from 2003 to 2008, so we 

were part of the group that built the Howe Center; building the 

framework to have the campus remade to better serve our students, 

including buildings, internet, plumbing and electrical in the 

residence halls. We renovated the Chapel and rewired the science 

building; improved the roofing systems of the buildings. The ESG 

project completely revamped the HVAC structure and brought in 

modern technology.”

Wiley then continued, “In 2007, we did a massive self-study that 

resulted in Iowa Wesleyan’s first master plan since 1965. Then we 

updated the Master Plan in 2013.

Wiley endured the tough atmosphere all four-year, private 

institutions experienced when the Higher Learning Commission 

cracked down in 2007. In his words, “It sometimes takes a crisis to 

remake an institution. When President Titus came, we had to step 

up right away. We looked at net cost per student, and the academic 

programs, and then changed the enrollment management to engage 

better a better cross-section of students. There were some really 

tough decisions but the experience gave us a new lease on life. Now 

it is turning around. The energy is remarkable, even different than 

5 years ago.”

Wiley, who graduated from Iowa Wesleyan with a degree 

in Economics and Business & Administration, spoke of his 

expectations for the future of Iowa Wesleyan and our leadership. 

“We have to get to a point where we are working on enrollment 

management and then keep it up. Enrollment needs to be strong 

and finances need to be strong. A good university needs to operate 

like a good business.”

Then, after a thoughtful pause, “We are now in the process of 

improving how the board functions. Our latest study identified the 

exceptional aspect of our students, so we’ve revamped everything 

to be exceptional in business. Now, it’s the board’s turn. It will be 

a completely different way of board oversight. I am very excited 

about our new board format; we meet three times throughout the 

year with the hope that we will keep people much more involved 

on an ongoing basis.”  

After all this, Wiley has decided it’s time to pass the torch. He says 

of the University’s fulfillment of his vision, “We are a long way 

towards it. We are operating much smarter and we’re driving more 

enrollment to graduate people of all ages to improve their lives. Our 

quality of students is exceptional; our budgets are improving; and 

our professors are so dedicated. As President Titus said, ‘Over the 

years we have been experts at surviving. We now want to be experts 

at succeeding.’”

Don plans to remain on the board until 2018, and has already 

agreed to help the new chairperson in any way he can. 

What Wiley will miss most is working with people, which he 

said has been the most enjoyable part of his time here. He has a 

few humbling words to close with. “It has taken so many amazing 

people to lead in the time that I’ve had the pleasure to serve. When 

it got hard, we had to lean on the structure we built to uphold us.  

It is a group effort and I’ve been honored to serve.”
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FacULty NOtaBLeS

dr. shawna hudson, Professor of education

Dr. Shawna Hudson was appointed to the Iowa Association of Colleges for Teacher 

Education Executive Committee, the state-wide teacher education professional organization 

for Iowa. IACTE membership includes representation from all private and public four-year 

institutions with teacher preparation programs and numerous community colleges. The 

Executive Committee is the leadership group for teacher preparation work across the state. 

Dr. Hudson is the first faculty member in Iowa Wesleyan’s history to be appointed to serve 

on the Executive Committee. Faculty members are selected based on their expertise and 

leadership in teacher preparation in Iowa.

Dr. Shawna Hudson continues to serve the Teacher Leadership and Compensation 

work-group as one of two teacher education faculty members in the state, with the other 

member being from the University of Northern Iowa. The co-chair of the work-group is 

Dr. Ryan Wise, Director, Department of Education. The work-group, consisting of Area 

Educational Agency directors, professional development consultants, DOE consultants, 

and representation from professional organizations coordinates Teacher Leadership and 

Compensation state-wide.

lisa kongable,  ma, arnP, cne, associate Professor  

of nursing

Lisa Kongable was selected and served as a presenter at the National Annual Conference for 

the American Psychiatric Nurses Association held October 2016 in Hartford, Connecticut, 

with a workshop session titled “Psychopathophagia: A Hard Syndrome to Swallow”.

Lisa also received the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics Professional Nursing 

Recognition “Gold Award” and was the only nurse to be awarded this level from over  

2,000 RNs.

In addition, Lisa was selected and served as a test-item writer and content expert writer/

reviewer for the Assessment Technological Institute (ATI) in their development of nursing 

test material and new book module editions in Kansas City.
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30s

Alice Cook Burkhart ’38, celebrated 
her 95th birthday on September 21, 2016.

40s

Dr. Max Stein ’40, celebrated his 98th 
birthday on February 17, 2017.

Joseph Boyle ’41, celebrated his 98th 
birthday on September 5, 2016.

Dois Cornick Brent ’41, celebrated her 
96th birthday on August 8, 2016.

Dick Doherty ’44, celebrated his 94th 
birthday on September 14, 2016.

Jean Long Brombaugh ’45, celebrated her 
92nd birthday on September  30, 2016.

Wilma Baron Roberts ’45, celebrated her 
91st birthday on August 25, 2016.

Elizabeth Dix Willard ’45, celebrated 
her 92nd birthday on February 1, 2017.

Merrill Frescoln ’46, celebrated his 96th 
birthday on December 20, 2016.

Darline White Richardson ’46, 
celebrated her 95th birthday on November 
3, 2016.

Harriet McKean Fields ’47, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on August 20, 2016.

Walter Franz ’47, celebrated his 91st 
birthday on March 5, 2017.

Joyce Keefer Murdock  ’47, celebrated her 
92nd birthday on January 12, 2017.

Gustav Rieckhoff  ’47, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on August 20, 2016.

Betty McCullough Trankle ’47, 
celebrated her 91st birthday on August 13, 
2016.

Martha Siegrist Koehn ’48, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on October 29, 2016.

Dorothy Rukgaber Apps ’48, celebrated 
her 95th birthday on December 25, 2016.

Martha Baird Haines ’48, celebrated her 
90th birthday on December 30, 2016.

Lyle Swan ’48, celebrated his 96th birthday 
on August 4, 2016.

Dr. Max Smith ’48, celebrated his 92nd 
birthday on January 24, 2017.

Marguerite Morgan Vandagriff ’48, 
celebrated her 93rd birthday on August 10, 
2016.

Gerald Beavers ’49, celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on February 18, 2017.

Barbara Coffman Derby ’49, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on August 24, 2016.

Maisie Taeger Green ’49, celebrated her 
90th birthday on January 4, 2017.

50s 

Glen Gunderson ’50, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on January 19, 2017.

Bob Lawrence ’50, celebrated his 92nd 
birthday on January 16, 2017.

www.iw.edu/store
VISIt the Iw BOOkStORe

onlinev

Bette Sunderlin Coulson ’41, celebrated 
her 97th birthday on January 12, 2017.

Dorris Satter Ellerhoff  ’41, celebrated 
her 99th birthday on August 26, 2016.

Bob Wustrow ’41, celebrated his 97th 
birthday on December 3, 2016.

Velma Thomas Kohfeld ’42, celebrated 
her 96th birthday on September 15, 2016.

Elaine Whetstine Zahs ’46, celebrated 
her 92nd birthday on November 20, 2016.

Kathleen Turner Andrews ’47, celebrated 
her 91st birthday on August 1, 2016.

Martha Johnston Carlson ’47, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on August 11, 2016.

Edith Dawson Dula ’47, celebrated her 
91st birthday on November 17, 2016.
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Irene Manley Norris ’50, celebrated her 
91st birthday on October 24, 2016.

Warren Peterson ’50, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on February 3, 2017. 

Keith Wymore ’50, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on October 6, 2016.

James Smith ’53, celebrated his 91st 
birthday on September 16, 2016.

William Hedgepeth ’58, and his wife, 
Sally, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on August 11, 2016.

Wayne King ’58, celebrated his 80th 
birthday on September 4, 2016.

Irene Smith ’62, celebrated her 93rd 
birthday on January 28, 2017.

Joan Huber Gerling ’64, celebrated her 
90th birthday on August 12, 1016.

Dr. Dave Heaton ’64, won a 12th term 
in the Iowa House of Representatives in 
November 2016.

Allen ’69 and Barbara Capron Scott ’71, 
visited Cooper ’68 and Linda Shearer Winn 
’69, in Maui, HI. During their time in Hawaii, 
they toured the lava fields on the Big Island of 
Hawaii, where lava spews from a volcano into 
the ocean daily. 

Gene Cox ’51, celebrated his 92nd birthday 
on October 22, 2016.

Dorothy Allen Hinckley ’51, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on November 13, 2016.

Fred Jacobeit ’51, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on March 24, 2017.

Richard Thorn ’51, celebrated his 96th 
birthday on December 27, 2016.

Rob Hill ’52, celebrated his 90th birthday 
on November 11, 2016.

Gene Cassioppi ’53, has been retired from 
teaching Phys. Ed. at Rockford Gilford 
High School, in Rockford, IL, since 1993. 
He recently retired from coaching boys 
and girls swimming and diving coach at 
Gilford High School. Gene was inducted in 
the Rockford Public Schools District #205 
Athletic Hall of Fame, making him a part of 
5 athletic halls of fame, Illinois Diving Hall 
of Fame in 1984, Illinois Swimming Hall of 
Fame in 1994, Iowa Wesleyan Athletic Hall 
of Fame 2007, and Guilford High School 
Sports Hall of Fame 2011.

John Baker ’59, and his wife, Connie, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on November 26, 2016. The couple reside in 
Mount Pleasant, IA.

Marjorie McKay Duttweiler ’59 
and husband, John, celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on October 6, 2016. 

George Ensminger ’59, celebrated his 80th 
birthday on September 25, 2016.

Jean Jaques Le Mieux ’59, celebrated her 
90th birthday on January 1, 2017

60s

Etta Landrum Owen ’60, celebrated her 
95th birthday on March 17, 2017.

Mary Abshire Greene ’60, celebrated her 
95th birthday on March 15, 2017.

The Hon. Bob Haeger ’62, has retired to 
Lake of the Ozarks, MO, after 20 years as a 
trial judge.

Leola Zihlman Trabert ’64, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on November 17, 2016.

Mildred Chrissinger Linder ’66, 
celebrated her 100th birthday on February 
28, 2017. 

Kathleen Lowe Adams ’67, has retired 
from teaching. She is involved with two 
mission projects; one helping in Appalachia, 
WV, and the other in training teachers in 
Haiti. Kathleen will be making her 14th trip 
to Haiti for this mission project.

Venita Pierce Teal ’68, celebrated her 
94th birthday on March 23, 2017.

70s

Roberta Foley Howes ’71, celebrated her 
91st birthday on January 1, 2017.

Marie Beik Murray ’71, celebrated her 
90th birthday on January 1, 2017.

Peg O’Dean Swenson ’71, celebrated her 
96th birthday on August 1, 2016.
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Ed Melvin ’72, will be sworn in as the 
President of the Center Chapter Society of 
Nuclear Medicine in the Spring of 2017.

Anna Roberts Willcutt ’74, celebrated 
her 90th birthday on December 29, 2016.

Lucille Campbell ’76, celebrated her 95th 
birthday on August 31, 2016.

Susan Dawson Ewing ’76, has published 
her 8th Christian Historical Fiction novel 
under the pen name of Sophie Dawson, 
entitled Chloe’s Sanctuary. This is the 3rd 
book in the Stones Creek Series. Susan’s 
books are available on Amazon.

Dr. Stan Howe ’78, celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on February 5, 2017.

80s

Tom Beckman ’81, retired as an 
Engineering Manager after a 35 year career 
at Keysight Technologies (a spin-off from 
Hewlett-Packard/Agilent Technologies).

Dr. Helen Howe ’81, celebrated her 90th 
birthday on February 12, 2017.

Peggy Whitson ’81, became the oldest 
astronaut on the International Space Station 
when she boarded the I.S.S.  in November, 
2016.

Stephanie Flatt Sims’ 83, has recently 
retired as Library Technician at Carl 
Sandburg College in Galesburg, IL, and 
is now serving area schools as a substitute 
teacher around her hometown of Gerlaw, IL.

Martha Miller Wyse ’83 and her 
husband, Charles, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary Sept 4, 2016. The 
Wyse family currently reside in Wayland, 
IA.

Laurie Warth Hempen ’85, is the 
Human Resources Director at Southeastern 
Community College in Burlington, IA.

Beverly Ahlstrand Mertens ’85 and 
Paul Mertens celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on January 7, 2017.

Mary Carman Tobin ’86, was promoted 
to Chair and Associate Professor of the Coe 
College Nursing Program in July, 2016.

Steve Van Zant ’87, retired as Plant 
Manager at Case New Holland in 
Burlington, IA.

90s

Dr. Robert Johnston’s ’92, article, 
“Evaluating the Impact of Missouri Senate 
Bill 291 on Fifth and Ninth Grade State 
Physical Fitness Standards”, was published 
in the annual Missouri Journal of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, 
Volume 26, 2016.

Stacie Frankenberry Bennett ’93, 
married Mick Bennett on December 16, 
2016. The couple resides in Machesney 
Park, IL, where Mick is the Vice President 
of Corporate Compliance at iPacesetters in 
Montvale, NJ. Stacie has recently accepted 
a promotion to Technical Administrative 
Manager with ABC Supply in Beloit, WI. 
Stacie and Mick have six children and three 
grandchildren.

Sue Hills ’94, was awarded the District 
Award of Merit by the Shoquoquon District 
of the Boy Scouts of America on January 
14, 2017. The District Award of Merit is 
the highest honor given to volunteers who 
render services of an outstanding nature at 
the district level. 

Lynn Hutchcroft Carlson ’95, and her 
husband Bill celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary September 11, 2016. The couple 
reside in Burlington, IA.

LCMR Charles Drey USN ’95, is the 
Officer in Charge of Navy Public Affairs 
Support Element-East and will be promoted 
to the rank of Commander in June, 2017.

Rev. Shari Woodburry ’96, graduated 
from Meadville Lombard Theological 
School in Chicago, IL. Shari became the 

Minister at Westside Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Fort Worth, TX, in August 2016.

Kristi Knight ’97, was recently named 
Vice President, International Audit & 
Compliance at Cobb EMC in Marietta, 
GA. Cobb is one of the largest electric 
distribution cooperatives in the U.S.

Cheryl Yerington Plank ’97, the 
Chief Operating Officer at Vera French 
Community Mental Health Center in 
Davenport, IA, has been named Executive 
Director at Tenco Industries in Ottumwa, 
IA.

Beth Keltner ’98, has accepted a position 
with Corkys Footware. Beth makes her 
home in Branson, MO. 

00s

Melissa Sedore Peiffer ’00, and husband 
Ronald, welcomed the birth of their third 
child, daughter, Calla Jean Peiffer, on 
October 8, 2016. Calla weighed 8 pound, 4 
ounces, and was 19.5 inches long. She joins 
her siblings, Nathaniel and Katherine. 

we want to hear from you! 

Send Class Notes to the Alumni 

Relations Office at alumni@iw.edu



Iw.edU 39

class notes

Patricia Reeb Sallee ’00, is the 
Community Health Director at the Henry 
County Health Center in Mount Pleasant, 
IA. 

Ed Heberling ’02 and wife Laura, 
welcomed their first child, son Hollis Aaron 
Gabriel Heberling, on October 27, 2016. 
Hollis weighed in at 9 pounds 1 ounce and 
was 20 inches long. Ed and Laura make 
their home in Okatie, SC where Ed is the 
Head Women’s Soccer Coach and Laura is 
the Head Softball Coach at the University of 
South Carolina Beaufort. 

Nathan Lange ’07, has been hired as the 
middle school principal with the Mount 
Pleasant Community School District, in 
Mount Pleasant, IA.

Adam Stringer ’07, and his wife, 
Michaeline, welcomed a baby boy, Tucker 
Dean, on July 2, 2016. The Stringer family 
call Urbandale, IA, home.

Ali DeVries Boyd ’09, married Courtney 
Boyd on August 6, 2016. Ali and Courtney 
make their home in Kenosha, WI.

Mary Kuster ’09, married Erik Hightower 
on September 2, 2016. The Hightower 
family make their home in Burlington, IA, 
where Mary is a health educator for Planned 
Parenthood of the Heartland and Erik is 
a technician for MTC Technologies in 
Mediapolis, IA.

Scott Knipfer ’09, was promoted to 
detective with the Waukesha County 
Sheriff ’s Department in Waukesha, WI in 
December 2016.

Aimee Kowalski ’09, married Beta 
Kowalski on August 23, 2016. Aimee and 
Beta call Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
home. 

Gao Niu ’09 and Anna Cheng ‘09, 
have both finished their Ph.D.’s from 
the University of Connecticut. Gao’s 
in Actuarial Science and Anna’s in 
Comparative Literature. The couple live 
in Willington, CT with their two year old 
daughter, Miya Niu. Gao is working as a 
visiting assistant professor and Assistant 
Director of Goldenson Center for Actuarial 

Research at the University of Connecticut. 
Anna is working as a visiting assistant 
professor at Trinity College. 

Yuyan “Angela” Xiao ’09, is an accountant 
at the Royal Danish Consulate General in 
Guangzhou, China.

Jolyn Diers Hartson ’10, works at Pella 
Cooperative Electric Association as the 
Executive Assistant/HR Coordinator. Her 
husband, Nick, has worked at Vermeer for 
6 years. Their daughter, Mariah, is three 
years old. The Hartson family calls Pella, IA 
home.

Javi Guzman ’08, and his wife Kristin, welcomed a baby, Jaime 
Guzman-Schmitt, into the world on August 17, 2016. Jaime weighed 
7 pounds, 4 ounces. 

10s

Sarah Anderson ’10, was engaged to Alex 
Adler on November 29, 2017.

Amanda Azinger ’10, married Michael 
Tryba on August 6, 2016. The couple makes 
their home in Quincy, IL, where Amanda is 
a nurse at Blessing Hospital and Michael is 
employed by the Adams County Highway 
Department in Quincy.

Charlie Doddson ’10, earned his Master 
of Arts in Teaching World History from 
California State University Long Beach. He 
is a teacher at Long Beach Polytechnical 
High School in Long Beach, CA, teaching 
courses in world history, criminal and civil 
law, and sociology. 

Rocky Phillips ’10, and his wife Michelle, 
welcomed their son Fred Raylee on January 
3, 2017. Fred weighed 8 pounds 5 ounces 21 
inches long.

Kayleigh Septer ’10, has completed her 
Master of Library and Information Science 
from San Jose State University in December, 
2016.

Gabby Combs Blanchard ’11, and 
husband, Ian, welcomed their first child, 
daughter Harper Anne, in March, 2016. 
Gabby and Ian make their home in 
Burlington, IA. 

Dr. Max Chambers ’11 D.D.S., is an 
Associate Dentist at Quarry Creek Dental 
Group in Oceanside, CA.
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Amanda Hume Elliott ’11, graduated 
with her Master’s in Library and 
Information Science from the University 
of Iowa in the Spring of 2016. She has 
moved from teaching 4th grade at Louisa-
Muscatine Community Schools (LMCS) 
to the position of Teacher Librarian and 
Talented and Gifted Coordinator at LMCS. 
Amanda resides in Fruitland, IA.

Jessey Beachey Hurless ’11, married Tara 
Hurless on October 1, 2016. The Hurless 
family makes their home in Champaign, IL.

Liz Hemman Lambert ’11, and her 
husband Austin, welcomed daughter 
Magnolia Jo on December 15, 2016, 
Magnolia weighed 6 pounds 10 ounces and 
was 19.25 inches long.

Rocco Russo ’11, and his fiancé, Rheanna 
Peterson, welcomed daughter, Ophelia Elise, 
on January 20, 2017. Ophelia weighed 7 
pounds, 9 ounces and was 21 inches long. 
Ophelia joins her sister, Bianca.

Jennifer Allison Wade ’11, earned 
her Master’s degree in Organizational 
Management from Ashford University. 
She has been promoted to Supply Chain 
Manager, Import/Export & North 
American Logistics at Bridgestone Bandag.

Justin ’12 and Melissa Petersen 
Peterson ’12, welcomed their first child, a 
daughter named, Danica Ruth, on August 
14, 2016. Danica weighed 7 pound 12 
ounces and was 21 inches long.

Serina Reyna ’12, was engaged to Trey 
Todd ’15, on November 12, 2017.

Kyle Emerson ’12, and Kailey Gibbs were 
joined in marriage on December 10, 2016 in 
Swedesbug, IA. The Emerson family resides 
in Mount Pleasant, IA.

Dana Zimmerman Scott ’12, and her 
husband, Carl, welcomed their first child, 
son John Carl, on August 3, 2016. 

Taylor Scott ’12, was engaged to Brian 
Christopher on December 10, 2017. The 
couple is also expecting their first child, a 
daughter on May 26, 2017.

Derek ’12 and Anna Jones Zander ’12, 
welcomed their son, Mason Anthony, on 
February 4, 2017. Mason weighed 8 pounds 
and 8 ounces and was 20 inches long. The 
Zander family calls Mount Pleasant, IA, 
home.

Beth Guzman ’13, graduated from Capella 
University with her Master of Science in 
Psychology Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology degree in 2016. She is a 
Guidance Technician and Head Girls 

Volleyball Coach at A.B. Miller High 
School in Fontana, CA

Jenny Camarata Padgett ’13, graduated 
with her Masters of Arts in Education from 
the University of Northern Iowa in August, 
2016. She has accepted a position as School 
Psychologist with the Heartland Area 
Education Agency.

Katie Streeby Riegel ’13, and her 
husband, Jason, welcomed their second 
child, a daughter named Karrigan Leigh, 
on September 13, 2016. Karrigan weighed 
6 pound 4 ounces and was 19.5 inches long 
and joins her older sister, Kamber.

Sarah Voss ’14, accepted the position as 
8th grade Physical Education teacher at 
Walter Stiern Middle School in Bakersfield, 
CA.

Tim Chavez ’15, was engaged to Michelle 
Morris on January 30, 2017.

Haleigh Cowan ’15, is a Correctional 
Officer at King County Correctional 
Facility in Seattle, WA.

Alex Hitchcock ’15, is teaching 3rd grade 
math and science at Columbus Community 
Schools in Columbus Junction, IA.

Karson Orrick ’15, was engaged to Brock 
Norman on July 16, 2016. In October, 
2016, Karson graduated with her Master 
of Science in Accounting from Western 
Governors University.

Laura Carson Schumacher ’15 and husband, 
Josh, welcomed a son, Griffin James, 
on October 17, 2016. Griffin weighed 8 
pounds, 8 ounces and was 20 inches long.

Luann Hall Benge ’16, has taken the 
position as Associate Pastor at First United 
Methodist Church in Mount Pleasant, IA.

Sheyenne Schumacher ’16, will marry 
Jayton Phillips on April 22, 2017. The 
ceremony will be at Oakland Mills 
Community Church in Mount Pleasant, IA. 
The two have been together for seven years.

In Memoriam

Paul Goudie ’51, January 26, 2015, 
Clearwater, FL. Paul is survived by his wife, 
Ivaleen Smith Goudie ’54, and a son, Terril 
Goudie. He is preceded in death by his son, 
Paul Thomas (Tom) Goudie.

Craig Stauffer ’95, July 27, 2016, 
Washington, IA. Craig is survived by his 
wife, Sharon, and two sons, Carson and 
John.

WE’RE ON FAcEBOOk!

iowa wesleyan university &

iowa wesleyan university alumni
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Darlene Adams Linch ’59, July 31, 2016, 
Madras, OR. Darlene is preceded in death 
by her husband Jesse Linch Sr. ’48, and son, 
Jessie Linch Jr. She is survived by her son, 
Jim Linch, and daughter, Nancy.

Phyllis Cochran Roche ’54, August 3, 
2016, Galt, CA. Phyllis is preceded in death 
by her sister, Ellen Cochran French.

John Hall ’77, August 9, 2016, Burlington, 
IA. John is survived by his wife, Barbara, 
daughter, Sara Piazza, brother, Ken 
Sherburne, and three sisters, Arlene 
Waddington, Diane Hunter, and Toni 
Ruttan.

Joyce Hafner Crull ’77, August 10, 2016, 
Letts, IA. Joyce is survived by her daughters, 
Kathleen Muller and Lori Wolfe, and son, 
David Crull. 

Marjorie Beckman Eyre ’59, August 19, 
2016, Indianapolis, IN. Marjorie is survived 
by her son Mike Gorman.

Martha Wright Ferrel ’47, August 20, 
2016, Davenport, IA. Martha is preceded 
in death by her husband, Howard Ferrel 
’46. She is survived by her daughter, Connie 
Rhodes, and sons, Charles, Dennis, Richard, 
and Tim Ferrel.

A planned gift is really quite easy—it involves some planning that helps both you and our mission. 

The planning tools on our website can help you create a legacy in your will or trust, increase lifetime 
income for you and your spouse and pass on property to your heirs through a charitable plan.

To learn more about the benefits of making a planned gift, please call or visit our website  
www.IWLegacy.org. 

you may have heard about Planned giving, 
but are not familiar with the benefits.

Roger Mann ’65, August 27, 2016, Galva, 
IL. Roger is preceded in death by his 
parents, Homer and Darlene Powell Mann 
’33. He is survived by his wife Jean Price 
Mann ’67, daughter, Tricia Berry, and sister, 
Barbara Bock.

Bob Leach ’55, August 31, 2016, St. Louis, 
MO. Bob is survived by his daughters Jill 
Bimler and Jane Hill.

Helen Celley Swailes ’62, Helen is 
survived by her husband Rex, and son, Rob.
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Jerry Biewen ’52, September 9, 2016, 
Woodlands, TX. Jerry is preceded in death 
by his wife, Lou, his brother, James Biewen 
’57, and sister Linda Marx. He is survived by 
his daughter, Lori Biewen, and son-in-law, 
Adam Trammel.

Arthur Eymann ’75, September 16, 2016, 
Macon, MO. Arthur is survived by his 
mother, Geneva Eymann, wife, Connie 
Eymann, daughter, Carrie Bergfield, son, 
Cory Eymann, and sisters, Ardith Eymann 
and Debara Phillips.

Clarence ‘Tink’  Wilcox ’70, October 
9, 2016, Allegan, MI. Tink is survived by 
his son, Ryan Wilcox, sisters, Grace Ann 
Switzer, Carol Beach, Marie Heckman, and 
brother, George Wilcox. 

Leon “Bud” Shelman ’60, October 12, 2016, 
Mediapolis, IA. Bud is survived by his wife, 
Martha Shelman, sons, Lindsey and Bruce 
Shelman, and daughter Teresa Fletcher. 

Lester Poole ’52, October 18, 2016, Albia, 
IA. Lester is survived by his wife, Lois, two 
children, Patty Judge and Stephen Poole, 
brother, Allen Poole, and sister, Margaret 
Thompson.

Barbara Dare Swanson ’53, October 21, 
2016, Cleveland, TN. Barbara is survived 
by three daughters, Lynn Gerard, Ann 
Gribbin, and Lois Simpson, and her sister, 
Virginia Mercado.

Richard Palm ’49, October 29, 2016, 
Springfield, IL. Richard is survived by his 
brother, Blaine Palm ’50. 

Mary Swain Wilson ’72, November 11, 
2016, Letts, IA. Mary is survived by her 
husband, Dave, her son, Jim, and daughter, 
Linda Desanto.

Bob Bohm ’50, December 16, 2016, 
Palmetto Bay, FL. Bob is survived by his 
daughter, Chris Arroyo. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Jeannie Metzger Bohm 
’50. 

Don Booz ’50, December 12, 2016, Grain 
Valley, MO. Don is survived by his wife, 
Gretchen, son, Joe, and daughter, Katie 
Arnold-Clow. He is preceded in death by his 
daughter, Kendra Booz.

Herb Jones ’51, December 12, 2016, 
Okemos, MI. Herb was the Vice President 
and Director of Public Relations and 
Development at Iowa Wesleyan University 
from 1958 – 1968. He is survived by his wife 
Susan, two daughters, Kimberly Jones and 
Cynthia Jones Humphreys, and one son, 
Kevin Jones. Herb is preceded in death by 
his first wife, Colleen Farnsworth Jones ’50.

Jim Chubb ’64, December 22, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. Jim is survived by his wife, 
DiAnne, daughter, Julie Chubb ’94, and five 
stepchildren, Nick, Nathan, Colton, Keira, 
and Keigan. 

Carolee Ellerbeck ’81, December 25, 
2016, Hampton, IA. Carolee is survived 
by her parents, Rev Clifton and Marjorie 
Ellerbeck, sisters, Carmen Walkwitz and 
Carita Pfaltzgraff, and brothers, Kyle and 
Kory Ellerbeck.

Norma Swanstrom Young ’51, December 
26, 2016, Fort Madison, IA. Norma is 
survived by her daughters, Patricia Rod and 
Pamela Young, and her son, Perry Young 
’98. She is preceded in death by her husband 
Kenneth Young ’57, and one son.

John McDowell ’49, December 31, 2016, 
Mount Pleasant, IA. John is survived by his 
wife, Marjory Baker McDowell ’50, two 
daughters, Janette Zuk and Joan Coan, and 
one son Scott McDowell.

Alberta Wilson Anderson ’97, January 
1, 2017, Fort Madison, IA. Survivors 
include Alberta’s husband, Michael, two 
sons, Bill Bernhardt and Michael Anderson, 
and one daughter, Carolyn Lobberecht.

James Leeper ’62, January 2, 2017, 
Danville, IA. James is survived by his wife, 
JoAnne, and three daughters, Dathleen 
Loney, Christi Newland, and Carrie 
Matsko. 

Ruby Costello Buck ’43, January 7, 2017, 
Ames, IA. Ruby is survived by her daughters 
Mary Buck, and Susan Ramthun. She was 
preceded in death by her husband Griffith 
Buck.

Pat Davis ’84, January 8, 2017, Muscatine, 
IA. Pat is survived by her husband, Scott, 
and her children, sons, Charley and Bo 
Davis.

Arletta Jannings Marsh ’66, January 11, 
2017, Farmington, IA. Arletta is survived by 
her children, daughter, Deborah Stence, and 
son, Tom Marsh. She is preceded in death 
by her husband William Marsh.

Terrelle Suggs ’18, January 14, 2017, 
Aurora, IL. Terrelle is survived by his 
mother, Ayanda Suggs, father, Marvin 
Dean, sisters, Charrelle Suggs and Channel 
Strickland, and brother Marquette Price. 
Preceding Terrelle in death is his brother 
Troy Grimes.

Jane LaMore ’76, January, 21, 2017, 
Mount Pleasant, IA. Survivors include her 
sons, Christian LaMore ’82, and Wesley 
LaMore. Jane was preceded in death by 
her husband, Rev. Dr. George LaMore, 
professor emeritus of religion.

Marilyn Diller Kilpatrick ’63, January 
23, 2017, Columbus City, IA. Marilyn 
is survived by her husband, Earnest, two 
children, Kari Kilpatrick Bryant ’89, and 
Mark Kilpatrick.

Margaret Helt Fredman ’53, February 
2, 2017, Bedford, TX. Margaret is survived 
by her two sons, Richard and David 
Fredman, and daughter Judy Fredman Cade. 
Her husband John Fredman preceded her in 
death.

James Paar ’66, February 13, 2017, 
Warsaw, IL. James is survived by his wife, 
Marlyce, two sons Michael and David Paar, 
and two daughers, Christine Moel and 
Amanda Krum. 
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Elise Morton Roth ’73, February 13, 
2017, Fort Madison, IA. Elise is survived by 
her children, Marjorie Lightfoot, Les Roth, 
and Miriam Freesmeir. She is preceded in 
death by her husband, Ivan Roth.

Mary Helen Cammack Curtis ’42, 
February 19, 2017, Cedar Falls, IA. Mary 
is survived by her children, son, Russell 
Curtis and daughter-in-law, Diane, and 
daughter Kay Vargason and son-in-law, Fred 
Vargason ’72. Mary is preceded in death by 
her husband, Milton, and a special cousin, 
Fran Sennes ’43.

Faculty and Staff

Ralph “Boot” Stewart, August 10, 2016, 
Columbia, MO. Boot coached basketball 
and football, and taught physical education 
in the 1950s. He is survived by his children, 
Judy Heeter, Nancy, Tom, and Ron Stewart.

Debra Terrill Richart, January 18, 
2017, New London, IA. Debra was the 
Academic Dean’s secretary during her time 
at Iowa Wesleyan. Survivors include her 
husband, Mike Richart, daughters, Temple 
Christner, Tasha Gipple, Anna Haire, and 
Jennifer Mullenix, a stepson, Ross Richart, 
and stepdaughters, Casey Ford, and Shawna 
Ornelas.

Nancy Graffam Held, February 4, 
2017, Novi, MI. Nancy was an Associate 
Professor of Education from 1957-1961. 
She is survived by her two daughters, Heidi 
Ross and Kristin Kinter. Nancy is preceded 
in death by her husband, Dr. Charles Held, 
and son, Kurt Held. 

Mary Boal, February 5, 2017, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Mary was the Student Life 
secretary. Mary is survived by four of her 
children Amy Boal Eiserman ’75, Jean Boal 
Holtgrewe ’77, Valerie Boal, and Rosemary 
Burnett. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, W. Dean Boal, and one son.

haLL OF FaMe  april 28, 2017

hOMecOMING October 20-21, 2017
with the dedication of the Wesleyan Walk of Honor

PURPLe & whIte BaLL October 21, 2017
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