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“He who looks outside dreams. He who looks within, awakens.”
CARL JUNG

University on track with strategic plan

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF EXCELLENCEa new era
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR
President Titus states it best: “We are in a New 
Era at Iowa Wesleyan University.”  

Just in the last year we have witnessed thought 
leadership turned to action through our strategic 
plan “Igniting Our Passions”.  Not only are we 
seeing initiatives fulfilled, we are witnessing 
historic occurrences in our university such as 
the significant increase in our new student 
enrollment this school year making it the largest 
class since 1976.

We’ve also witnessed momentum in our national ranking as a Top Tier Regional University in 
U.S. News and World Report, moving nine spots from 69 to 60 in just one year. This ranking is 
very important as it is peer recommended and measures aspects of our university at work for  
our students. 

Yet the excitement continues with the launch of our 175th year. Over 1000 people came to enjoy 
the festivities and celebrate the start of this remarkable year on August 25th. The launch was 
followed by the celebration of the 50th Anniversary and ribbon-cutting ceremony of the newly 
renovated Chadwick Library.

But that’s not all.  USDA, Two Rivers Bank & Trust and Iowa Wesleyan partnered to serve 
our rural area with initiatives to educate all who want to be educated and meet the needs of 
Southeast Iowa.

The list keeps growing on the remarkable experiences taking place on campus and in our 
communities.  There is a special energy, a passion from within that has taken hold of our 
university faculty, staff, students, and community.  This year is only going to get better!

I invite you to read about the excellence you, our community, continues to provide as we  
look to the future.

Best,

Lori Hunsaker Baerg 
Editor
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Iowa Wesleyan University once again  
co-sponsored a tourism booth in 
collaboration with the City of Mount 
Pleasant, the Mount Pleasant Area 
Chamber Alliance and Midwest Old 
Threshers, at the Iowa State Fair on 
August 11-21. IW staff, faculty, alumni 
and friends were on hand to welcome 
prospective students into a new era. 
Everyone had a great time awarding 
prizes, answering questions, and sharing 
University information.
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CHADWICK LIBRARY UNDERGOES 
DRAMATIC TRANSFORMATION

CHADWICK LIBRARY RENOVATION 

The Iowa Wesleyan 
University J. Raymond 
Chadwick Library has 
experienced great changes, 
thanks to a lot of teamwork 
and a generous bequest from 
long-time friend and IW 
alumnus Don Young ’50.  

The whirlwind renovation 
began in May of 2016 and 
was completed by the start 
of the fall semester—a 
spectacular feat when one 
considers everything a major 
renovation entails. The 
planning was followed by 
a full summer of painting, 
carpeting, ordering and 
replacing furniture, and 
enhancing technology. 

According to Iowa Wesleyan’s Assistant Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Paula Kinney, “We’ve looked at how to be 
innovative and creative in using our space. The idea is to create 
spaces for our students to study and learn in a variety of different 
environments.” She also made another important point: “Not only 
are we addressing different populations of students and how they 
learn, but we’ve also made the Library much more friendly to 
students with disabilities.” Kinney then expanded on how the  
team has accomplished these goals.

They’ve added plenty of new technology, including small group 
areas in which students can link into the computer screen in order 
to work collaboratively; many of the tables are whiteboard-topped 
tables, offering an immediate place to record thoughts, providing 
students another way to collaborate and exchange ideas. There are 
adjustable tables to accommodate wheelchairs and other special 
needs; and for the more kinesthetic learners who need to be active 
while studying, there are even treadmill desks. Watch President 
Titus take a test run at www.iw.edu/transformation.

Every aspect of the renovation supports the mission of Chadwick 
Library: “to support the educational goals of Iowa Wesleyan 
University by providing collections, services, facilities, and staff 
to meet the needs of the Iowa Wesleyan University academic 

community. We assist and instruct students in using our resources 
while also instilling civic responsibility in the usage of information 
that is applicable to their success in the classroom as well as beyond.” 

It also supports the University’s vision to be a transformational 
learning community.

Students visiting the Chadwick Library are encouraged to utilize 
the f lexible furniture to their best advantage. The hope and 
expectation of the Library staff is that students will rearrange the 
tables, chairs, couches and lounge furniture to create the setting best 
suited to their needs.

Even more exciting is the addition of a new, state of the art 
digitization machine, which enables us to digitize archival materials 
safely and quickly—the perfect way to honor Don Young’s legacy to 
preserve history. 

The Don Young bequest has touched every facet of the Chadwick 
Library, from the new furniture and color scheme, to helping the 
OASIS (Office of Academic Success and Inclusive Support) set 
up better learning environments, to improving the classrooms for 
education majors. But its reach extends into the Mount Pleasant 
community as well with a refurbished International Room that is 
a popular community-meeting place. Sodexo even got on board, 
making updates to Simply to Go, the Library café.

Of course, none of this could have been accomplished without the 
hard work and commitment of the renovation team. Iowa Wesleyan 
would like to express our deep gratitude to Don Young, and to 
recognize Joy Conwell for nurturing the relationship that resulted 
in this benevolent gift. In addition, we acknowledge our main 
Librarians, Paula Wiley and Kate Garretson, for taking the lead on 
this massive undertaking. Their planning, coordination, dedication 
and enthusiasm is largely instrumental in our successful renovation 
of a whopping 44 thousand square feet, within such an aggressive 
timeline. Finally, thanks to everyone else who contributed ideas, 
long hours, and the man-hours to bring this project to culmination.

The University hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Friday, 
September 30th to officially celebrate this significant renovation 
and honor the legacy of Don Young. You are invited to come and 
tour the library, so you can see firsthand, how we have transformed 
our learning environment for our students. You can also visit the 
Chadwick Library Facebook page to view 360 degree images as  
well as video (www.facebook.com/chadwicklibrary).

Don Young ’50



IW.EDU 5

“WE’VE LOOKED AT HOW TO BE INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE IN USING OUR SPACE. 
THE IDEA IS TO CREATE SPACES FOR OUR STUDENTS TO STUDY AND LEARN IN A 
VARIETY OF DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS.”
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Dr. Danaher candidly shared that receiving the Chadwick Teacher 
of the Year Award is so meaningful to her because, “This was the 
students nominating me; this was staff nominating me; To know 
that it’s not just what my immediate colleagues think... but it’s the 
students and others at the institution too, and that’s important.” 

Presented annually since 1971, the Chadwick Teacher of the Year 
Award was named for Dr. J. Raymond Chadwick, who served as 
president of Iowa Wesleyan from 1950 to 1961. Nomination criteria 
includes demonstration of academic and professional excellence, 
quality interaction with students while supporting their growth 
and development, as well as development of effective, high quality 
programs—all of which 
drive Dr. Danaher’s 
actions day after day.

A psychology major, 
Rachel Williams ’16 
said in a recent faculty 
spotlight article, “I 
have tons of wonderful things to say about Kelly! She is so involved 
with her students’ success and is always willing to help each of us 
achieve our goals and reach our potentials.”

Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. DeWayne Frazier said of her 
nomination: “Dr. Kelly Danaher is certainly one of our stellar faculty 
members. She has excellent rapport with her students and colleagues 
alike. She is the kind of faculty member that makes my job much 
easier as she truly has a ‘can do’ attitude—as seen with her heading 
up the university-wide assessment committee.” 

Dr. Danaher is an avid researcher and consumer of data, she never 
expected to love teaching as passionately as she does. Kelly has no 
doubt she was meant to be a part of faculty at Iowa Wesleyan, where 
the primary focus is on teaching, as opposed to so many other research-

heavy institutions. The ability to take student learning outside of the 
classroom and being on the assessment committee are great perks to 
her, and she genuinely revels in all aspects of her job.

When asked what other inf luences keep her at Iowa Wesleyan, she 
cites the values of service and community engagement. “I think one 
thing that I have learned from Iowa Wesleyan, and that I hope I 
continue to live out as my career path continues on, is that it’s not just 
about work, it’s about contributing to a community, and it’s about the 
service that you provide to others.” 

She then continued, “I’m lucky. I think one of the other reasons I’m 
at Iowa Wesleyan is that I have 
a colleague, who is …” she 
paused for a long moment before 
reverently finishing her thought, 
“one of the most amazing people 
I’ve ever met. She is good at 
everything that she does, and 
she tries to do it all. And part of 

that is being a really good mentor, being a really good sounding board; 
it’s being a friend. She’s a really great problem solver, so I always go 
to her to talk through things, and just having that makes me realize 
how important it is to be in a place, in an environment, in a workplace 
setting where I benefit from having colleagues that I get along well 
with and that I respect and they respect me. That’s something that 
I hadn’t ever really thought about until I had a colleague that was 
phenomenal, and I can’t imagine leaving IW and ever being as lucky to 
find another colleague like Cyndi [Walljasper, Associate Professor of 
Psychology and Assistant Dean for Wesleyan Studies].”

This thoughtful consideration typifies every Chadwick Teacher of 
the Year Award recipient, and confirms just how fortunate we are 
that Dr. Danaher continues to serve at Iowa Wesleyan University.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

A POWERFUL CATALYST FOR POSITIVE CHANGE, 
DR. DANAHER ADMITS SHE FINDS HER GREATEST 
SATISFACTION IN BEING CHALLENGED, STAYING 
BUSY AND WITNESSING THE FRUITS OF HER LABOR. 

KELLY DANAHER 
NAMED 2016 CHADWICK 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

IT’S BEEN A BIG YEAR FOR DR. KELLY DANAHER, IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY. AMONG HER RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS, BEING NAMED CHADWICK 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND BEING RECOGNIZED BY HER COLLEAGUES IN THE FORM OF TENURE.  
DR. DANAHER EPITOMIZES THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS SHE MAKES TO IW ON A DAILY BASIS.
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STAFF OF THE YEAR

IF YOU’VE EVER CALLED IOWA WESLEYAN’S MAIN NUMBER, YOU’VE NO DOUBT ENJOYED BEING 
WARMLY GREETED BY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, MARIBETH MORAVEC—OUR 2016 
RECIPIENT OF THE CAROL NEMITZ STAFF OF THE YEAR AWARD. 

MARIBETH MORAVEC 
RECEIVES CAROL 
NEMITZ STAFF OF  
THE YEAR AWARD

MARIBETH CALLS IT A GREAT BLESSING TO WORK AT IOWA 
WESLEYAN. HER THREE SONS ALL ATTENDED IW AND SHE 
HAS GAINED WONDERFUL FRIENDSHIPS THANKS TO HER 
EXTENDED IOWA WESLEYAN FAMILY. 

For the last 26 years, Maribeth has been operating the main switchboard, along with all the other duties associated with being the frontline 
for Iowa Wesleyan’s Office of Admissions. It’s a challenging job, and she appreciates every moment. 

A resident of nearby New London, Iowa, Moravec graduated from the University of Dubuque. 

When asked what has kept her here all these years, Moravec responded: “The one thing that is really Iowa Wesleyan is family. There are 
people from the first year I was here, that I still call friends. No matter what changes, and for me change can be difficult, you’re never alone. 
There’s always support and friendship to help you get through.” 

(Then she paused for a moment before speaking deeply from her heart.) “I’ve been through a lot with so many people here on campus and the 
support is just unbelievable. There is a core here at Iowa Wesleyan. Even though people come and go, there is this secure, energetic, sincere, 
loving, loyal, compassionate core that is here always—we may be 175 years old, but what we started with has been kept and grown all along.”

In one form or another, Maribeth has contact with literally every student that comes through the door. She keeps their files current and 
organized with great care, from the application process until after graduation.

It is most certainly this loyalty, passion and 
diligence that make her most deserving of the 
Staff of the Year Award. Her calm, stable presence 
through so many changes has enabled the Office 
of Admissions to continue operating successfully. 

Maribeth explained that she feels honored to 
receive the award from its namesake. Of Carol 
Nemitz, whom she considers to be among her closest friends and mentors, she said, “Carol is the one that presented the award to me, and 
that made it very, very special because she’s such a special person.” She then continued with a laugh: “And she bleeds purple.” 



WESLEYAN | 2020: IGNITING OUR 
PASSIONS–BLAZING A NEW PATH

WESLEYAN | 2020

WHEN IOWA WESLEYAN’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES ADOPTED THE UNIVERSITY’S NEW STRATEGIC PLAN ON 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2015, IT SPARKED A TRANSFORMATION INTO A NEW ERA FOR THE UNIVERSITY. THUS 
FAR, 14 OF THE 37 INITIATIVES HAVE ALREADY SEEN SUCCESS IN THE FIRST YEAR.

The plan has been enthusiastically embraced with implementation of initiatives across all 4 strategic themes. 
1.  ACADEMIC INNOVATION & STUDENT SUCCESS
2.  MISSION & BRAND IDENTITY
3.  FACILITIES
4.  TECHNOLOGY

Our momentum is fueled by the successes we’ve already witnessed with record enrollment and acknowledgement  
as a Top Tier Regional University.  We continue pursuing a united vision to ignite new passions all around us. 
Watch for updates as we blaze a new path in a new era at Iowa Wesleyan.

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSIT Y | FALL 20168
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GOAL NUMBER 1: INNOVATIVE & RELEVANT 
PROGRAMS
Initiative 1.1: Add new or expand undergraduate, online, and 
graduate programs and majors to meet the demands of students 
and the region and to respond to emerging and high demand 
career fields.

•	 Criminal Justice Institute
•	 Sports Management
•	 Arts & Entertainment Management
•	 Masters in Management Leadership
•	 Accounting concentration
•	 Marketing concentration
•	 Revised Wesleyan Studies curriculum
•	  Revised majors: Digital Media & Design, Elementary  

Ed (Math & Biology), Nursing, Biology

GOAL NUMBER 3: STUDENT SUCCESS & 
ENGAGEMENT
Initiative 3.1: Establish a new and dynamic Student Development 
Program focused on student learning and outcomes.

•	 New Fall Orientation Program
•	 Increased Internship opportunities
•	 New Internship Networking Fair
•	 Establishment of a Co-Curricular Record for all students
•	 Creation of a Crisis Management System and Integrated  

Alert System
•	 Formation of a Student Praise Band
•	 Collaboration of Mt Pleasant Reads Program
•	 Reactivated Service Learning Advisory Committee
•	 Enhanced Intramural Program
•	 Established four new student organizations
•	 Development of Mount Pleasant REC Center Partnership

Initiative 3.2: Establish a center for student success.

•	 Established New Office of Academic Support and Inclusive 
Services (OASIS)

GOAL NUMBER 5: PARTNERSHIPS
Initiative 5.1: Create Advisory Councils and expand roles of 
community and business partners in academic program review 
and development

•	 Established President’s Advisory Council and the structure  
for National Advisory Boards

ACADEMIC INNOVATION & STUDENT 
SUCCESS ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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TECHNOLOGY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

GOAL NUMBER 12: TECHNOLOGY CULTURE

MISSION & BRAND IDENTITY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

GOAL NUMBER 7: ENROLLMENT
Initiative 7.4: Establish effective support structures and services for international students.

•	 Creation of a new part-time staff position and new Office of International Programs
•	 Hosted International Education Day
•	 New educational and informational sessions empowering campus community  

to welcome and support international students

GOAL NUMBER 9: INSTITUTIONAL SUSTAINABILITY
Initiative 9.1: Improve internal business procedures, 
systems and financial reporting.

•	 Created an enhanced budget process and new 
monthly financial reporting

•	 New five year projections created to establish  
long-range planning in support the strategic  
goals of the university

Initiative 9.4: Strategically invest in marketing, 
advertising, and brand awareness campaigns.

•	 Enhances marketing campaigns for Iowa and 
Community College transfer students

•	 Established targeted marketing campaigns
•	 Successful launch and re-brand of Iowa  

Wesleyan University

10

Initiative 12.1: Develop technology upgrade and recapitalization 
plan to update hardware, software and Web applications. 

•	 Created five-year recapitalization plan
•	 Technology outsourcing plan identified

Initiative 12.2: Expand wireless capacity and availability to meet 
the demands of the campus community and to provide a more 
consistent user experience. 

•	 Wireless capacity expanded to increase speed and reliability

Initiative 12.3: Transition to become a Google university to 
optimize administrative and instructional technology integration. 

•	 Google Task Force implemented
•	 Beta testing underway – Google Campus implementation 

completed by November 2016
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TECHNOLOGY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

A NEW ERA Historic Partnership Impacts Region

Iowa Wesleyan University has partnered with the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Two River’s Bank & 
Trust to continue Iowa Wesleyan’s excellence as a top tier regional 
comprehensive university. Iowa Wesleyan University was approved 
to participate in the USDA’s Community Facilities Program. This 
program is designed to support rural development and advance 
institutions committed to rural development. The partnership 
became official at a signing ceremony at Iowa Wesleyan University 
on October 4.

“This is an unprecedented time in Iowa Wesleyan’s 
history. We have entered a new era. An era focused 
on mission, planning and prosperity,” said Dr. Steven 
Titus, president of Iowa Wesleyan. “The partnership 
with the USDA and Two River’s Bank & Trust will 
ensure our strategic direction to expand the impact 
Iowa Wesleyan University makes in serving southeast 
Iowa and our rural communities.”

“Strong local partnerships are critical for a region to thrive, 
especially when those partnerships are centered on education 
and financial support. We must have an educated and skilled 
workforce and the economic activity to move us forward,” Matt 

Shinn, executive vice president at Two Rivers Bank & Trust 
stated. “Dr. Titus’ leadership is vital to our region. Not just to Iowa 
Wesleyan University, but also to the other community boards and 
organizations in which he participates. His visionary leadership 
is evident in the significant way he is shaping the role that Iowa 
Wesleyan will accomplish on our region’s future,” Shinn added.

“We are grateful for Two River’s leadership and to the USDA as 
we plan for and influence the future success of our region. Their 

collective belief in the vision and mission of the university enable 
Iowa Wesleyan to continue its forward momentum in the region 
and beyond,” shared Titus. “This partnership is a significant vote 
of confidence in our strategic direction and clears the way for us to 
continue to aggressively advance our strategic agenda for the benefit 
of our rural communities.”

“IOWA WESLEYAN IS NOW UNIQUELY AND WELL POSITIONED 
TO CONTINUE ITS MISSION CRITICAL BLUEPRINT, WHICH 
INCLUDES 37 ENERGIZING INITIATIVES TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
BY 2020,” EXPLAINED TITUS.

A NEW ERA

Front Row, L-R:   Mary Elgar, Secretary, IW Board of Trustees; Chris Plunkett, IW Real Estate Foundation; Dr. Steve Titus, IW Real Estate 
Foundation; Don Wiley, Chair, IW Real Estate Foundation, Robert Miller, IW Real Estate Foundation. Back Row, L-R:  Jason Svejda, Vice 
President of Community Banking, Two Rivers Bank & Trust; Bill Mullins, Senior Vice President, Two Rivers Bank & Trust; Kent Gaudian, 
President & CEO, Two Rivers Bank & Trust; Sheri Rice, Area Specialist, Rural Development, USDA; Matt Shinn, Executive Vice President, 
Two Rivers Bank & Trust; Michelle Moore, Iowa Regional Director, Rural  Development, USDA; Michael Boisvert, President, Longhouse 
Capital Advisors, LLC; Bill Menner, State Director, Rural Development, USDA; David Van Sickel, Davis Brown Law Firm.
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VISIT THE IW BOOKSTORE

LOCATED IN THE HOWE 
STUDENT CENTER

MONDAY-FRIDAY
9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

www.iw.edu/store

FOR ALL YOUR IW AND TIGER GEAR

www.iw.edu/store

vonline
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PRESEDENTIAL SCHOLARS

MEET IOWA WESLEYAN’S  
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSVISIT THE IW BOOKSTORE
Each year, Iowa Wesleyan University has the privilege of awarding Presidential scholarships to a few very 
deserving students. The award is based on a combination of factors, including GPA, ACT scores, class rank, 
volunteer activities, and applicants’ essay responses as well as the way they conduct themselves during their  
on-campus interviews.

THIS YEAR, WE’RE PROUD TO REPORT THERE WERE FOUR EXEMPLARY RECIPIENTS OF THIS 

DISTINGUISHED HONOR.

Abigail Shelton, of Rockford, IL: In the 
top 10% of her class, Abigail graduated 
from Auburn High School with a 3.7 GPA 
and a 23 ACT composite score. A music 
education major, Abigail is very involved in 
music and cheerleading. She was also a very 
strong pick for the Presidential Scholarship 
as she presented herself f lawlessly in her 
interview and wrote a very strong essay. 
According to notes from the committee, 
“She put much emphasis on being able 
to give back through teaching, what she 
had received as a student.” It was also 
observed that, “Abigail is very personable 
and made her transition to IW very easy 
as she got involved quickly.” Indeed, she’s 
worthy of the Iowa Wesleyan Presidential 
Scholarship—Congratulations, Abigail! 

Alexis Jones of Belleville, IL: A graduate 
of Belleville Township High School West, 
Iowa Wesleyan psychology major Alexis 
was in the top 25% of her graduating class 
with a 3.7 GPA and a 25 ACT composite 
score. The committee was impressed with 
her maturity and said she showed great 
poise. Alexis gave a very strong interview 
and was applauded for her lack of shyness, 
combined with her ready willingness to join 
in and help with campus activities. Everyone 
commended her commitment to education, 
saying: “She actively made decisions at a 
young age that would create more stability 
in her home life so she could also create a 
better academic environment.” We need your 
exceptional inf luence here, Alexis, so keep 
up the good fight!

Allie Massner, of Mediapolis, IA: Allie 
is the top student in her Mediapolis High 
School graduating class. She has a sterling 
4.0 GPA followed by a 26 ACT composite 
score. With a sister also in attendance at 
Iowa Wesleyan, Allie is a legacy student, 
already recognized for being extremely 
involved and outgoing. She did very well in 
her interview, had a strong essay, and the 
committee was quite taken with the fact 
that: “She is very strong academically, and 
managed to keep her 4.0 while also being 
involved and taking dual credit coursework.” 
This is a dedication worth rewarding, Allie, 
and we welcome you to the ranks of many 
great Iowa Wesleyan Presidential Scholars!

Austin Willis, of Essex, IL: Austin 
graduated from Reed Custer High School in 
the top 20% of his class. He’s also a legacy 

student, following in the footsteps of his 
sister, who currently attends Iowa Wesleyan 
as well. Austin has a 3.5 GPA, a 25 ACT 
composite score, and he scored exceptionally 
well in his Presidential Scholarship 
interview and on his essay too. In addition 
to making the grade and majoring in 
pre-law, Austin still finds the time to be 
enthusiastically involved in choir and golf. 
He was a unanimous committee pick, as 
was stated in his recommendation: “He 
embodied everything that we looked for in 
a Presidential Scholar. Not only the way he 
presented himself, but also by being a great 
student.” Way to make the grade, Austin, 
keep up the great moves!

Learn more about Iowa Wesleyan’s 
scholarship and grant opportunities at  
www.iw.edu/scholarships-grants.

www.iw.edu/store

Alexis Jones, Abigail Shelton, President and Sara Titus, Austin Willis, and Allie Massner
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A LEAGUE OF HER OWN 
Commander Dr. Peggy Whitson  ’81 Takes Flight with Expedition 50.

One of Astronaut Dr. Peggy Whitson ’81 passions is traveling 
around the earth at 17,500 miles per hour. As Commander of the 
November 2016 launch to the International Space Station (ISS), 
Thomas Pesquet from France and Oleg Novitskiy from Russia join 
Dr. Whitson on mission Expedition 50. This makes Dr. Whitson’s 
third trip to ISS, a place that is home away from home for this space 
loving alumna.

On August 31, a team from Iowa Wesleyan attended the press 
conference in Houston, Texas for the launch of Expedition 50 and 
had an opportunity to talk with Dr. Whitson. During the press 
conference, you could sense the pride in Iowa Wesleyan through  
Dr. Whitson’s comments to reporters in the room.

As our team talked with Dr. Whitson, she was presented with a 
video from Faculty, Staff and Students. Dr. Whitson was pleased  
to see her mentor and friend Deloris (D.P.) Wilson and President 
Steve Titus present the special video. 

Graduating from Iowa Wesleyan in 1981 with a B.S. in Biology and 
Chemistry, Whitson went on to earn her Doctorate in Biochemistry 
from Rice University in 1985. She then continued her studies and 
started her career with Johnson Space Center and NASA. 

This brilliant, determined Iowa Wesleyan alumna hasn’t let anything 
discourage her from pursuing her passions—not even the fact that 
she’s had to compete in a tough, male-dominated career field. 
An Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee and 2011 Russian Medal of 
Merit for Space recipient, Whitson’s accomplishments have earned 
innumerable awards and honors, immeasurable respect,  
and more than a few entries in the annals of history.

Her most notable achievements include logging a total of 377 days 
in space, the most for any woman, and performing six spacewalks, 
during two six-month tours of duty aboard the International Space 
Station—through Expedition 5 (June 5 through December 7, 2002), 
and Expedition 16 (October 10 through April 19, 2008) on the latter 
of which she has the distinction of being the first female station 
commander. Additionally, from October 2009 to July 2012, Whitson 
served as the first female, nonmilitary Chief of the Astronaut Office.

Today, Dr. Whitson prepares for another tour of duty as commander 
of the International Space Station, Expedition 50, where she’ll once 
more make the record books as the oldest astronaut to go into space. 
At the same time, she has the potential to break even more records 
as a female, including days logged in space as well accumulating the 
most spacewalks. 

Still, with everything she’s doing, Dr. Whitson remains mindful 
of her deep dedication to inspiring others and encouraging them to 
follow their dreams. Somehow, she always finds the time to share 
her amazing journey through her Twitter feed @AstroPeggy as well 
as Tumblr.  

During her interview, Dr. Whitson talked about her personal 
experience at IW.  She also said she would take Wesley back to 
space and is planning a special satellite message for Iowa Wesleyan’s 
175th celebration! We look forward to seeing her while she is on her 
adventure in space. Follow Peggy’s journey at www.iw.edu/nasa-
astronaut-peggy-whitson. 

WESLEYAN SUCCESS
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WESLEYAN SUCCESS

IOWA WESLEYAN IS PROUD OF ALUMNA DR. PEGGY WHITSON, HER ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
AND HER COMMITMENT TO THE GREATER GOOD. 
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM

CONNECTIONS SPANNING 
CONTINENTS 
IOWA WESLEYAN HAS BEEN WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SINCE 1891, WHEN 
KEYROKU MIAZAKI TRAVELED ALL THE WAY FROM TOKYO, JAPAN, TO PURSUE A HIGHER 
EDUCATION AT OUR UNIVERSITY. THAT UNPRECEDENTED OCCASION STARTED A LEGACY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR AFFECTING GREAT CHANGE BOTH FAR AND NEAR. 

We watched Clement 
Isong ’54, who, after 
earning his bachelor’s 
degree from Iowa 
Wesleyan, went on to 
earn his master’s and 

doctorate degrees from Harvard University Graduate School of Arts 
and Science, before returning home to life as a respected banker and 
politician in Nigeria. Isong served as governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria and was then elected as governor of Cross River State. A 
strong advocate for education, he received honors for his hard work 
and principles and even has the distinction of having his portrait on 
Nigeria’s highest currency note. 

Then there is Wallace D. Loh ’65 L.H.D. ’10 , current president 
of the University of Maryland, who was born in Shanghai, China. 
He immigrated with his family to Lima, Peru, where he graduated 
from high school before making his way to Iowa Wesleyan. His 

accomplishments in higher education have earned numerous honors 
and great esteem. He remains dedicated to being active in the 
community and serves on the Iowa Wesleyan Board of Trustees. 

Through our international graduates, Iowa Wesleyan has been able to 
touch countless lives on a worldwide basis.

 “Our international students have helped link our communities. We 
are able to show them what life is really like in the United States of 
America, and in turn, we are able to learn about their cultures and 
ways of life,” stated Dr. DeWayne Frazier, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs at Wesleyan. 

According to Dr. Frazier, the academic affairs team has proposed 
a business plan on commencing an English as a Second Language 
Institute. There have also been new efforts underway to increase 
overall enrollment of international students and further diversify the 
countries represented on campus. 
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This year, Iowa Wesleyan is welcoming back Japanese students for 
the first time in many years. Overall there are over 20 countries 
represented on campus this fall. 

We’ve opened a dedicated International Office, providing access to 
a wealth of resources all in one place.  Other exciting plans include 
finding more opportunities for faculty-led study abroad and the 
development of a cross disciplinary international studies minor. 
Additionally, we hope to have visiting international faculty from 
partner foreign institutions.

Mount Pleasant families have a long history of opening their homes to 
international students, providing them the warmth of home with an 
American and Midwestern family experience.

Sherril Gibbs, who retired from Iowa Wesleyan after working as 
a Reference Librarian for 22 years, had a lot of interaction with 
international students in her daily job duties. When she and her 
husband moved closer to campus, they became more involved as 
a family. Sherril recalled, “After moving from the farm to Mount 
Pleasant in 1999, my husband and I often 
invited international students to come to 
our house and started helping in more 
ways: opening our home during breaks, 
when residence halls were temporarily 
closed; buying a car; my husband even 
walked a Chinese girl down the aisle 
for her wedding because her own father 
could not attend. We ‘adopted’ several 
students and they became a part of our 
extended family.” Even though her husband passed away in 2011, 
Sherril has continued to extend her warm hospitality to international 
students and still remains in touch with many of those from the past.  

Many others have welcomed international students into their homes 
and families, too. Iowa Wesleyan alumni and retired Reference 
Librarian, Paula Sanders ’70, has created her own international family 
over the years, as has Iowa Wesleyan’s Professor Emeritus of Music, 

Joel Brown—who is well known for holding special dinners and other 
events, including a highly anticipated annual Halloween party, not to 
mention his other invaluable contributions to the growth and success 
of international students. 

As Rwandan immigrant, successful professional and Iowa Wesleyan 
alumnus, Bruno Rwayitare ’08, recently shared of his experience, 
“Coming to Mount Pleasant was a big culture change. I was fortunate 
to have people in the community that helped make it feel like home. 
My father came to visit my first summer and to this day we both 
still remember those friends and families: my choir teammates who 
took me to their homes; the piano teacher who inspires me to this 
day to eat fresh and healthy; my blind communication teacher who 
made me believe that anything is possible; the librarians—oh! Those 
librarians—they quickly become your mother figures; the bank teller 
who opened her home to me; the list is very long.”

This kind of love is our reward and our motivation for making lifelong 
connections that traverse continents. Iowa Wesleyan Vice President for 
Enrollment, Nick Boone sums it up perfectly: “How many places can 

you go and be surrounded with people from 20 plus countries and 26 
states while you’re going through your educational process? It’s really 
cool to be able to surround ourselves this way, especially in such a 
small, close-knit family community, and we think it’s a great learning 
experience for everyone.”

Learn more about Iowa Wesleyan’s International Programs at www.
iw.edu/international-programs.

“THE MOUNT PLEASANT ‘FRIENDS AND FAMILIES’ CULTURE 
EMPOWERS STUDENTS TO GIVE 100% ON STUDIES AND STRESS LESS 
ABOUT HOLIDAY PLANNING, SUMMER AND WINTER COPING. I AM GLAD 
I DID NOT LAND IN NEW YORK CITY FIRST. IF I HAD TO GO BACK AND DO 
IT AGAIN, I WOULD START IN MOUNT PLEASANT.” BRUNO RWAYITARES
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ENROLLMENT SURGES 
Record New Student Enrollment - Largest in Four Decades

Iowa Wesleyan University’s campus is buzzing with excitement as enrollment numbers surge for a second straight year.  In 2015, Iowa 
Wesleyan achieved a record setting 62% increase in its incoming class. This fall saw an increase of 50% above last year making it the 
largest incoming class in four decades. As a result, Iowa Wesleyan’s incoming class enrollment has increased 150% in just two years. 
Overall enrollment is currently nearing its five-year projection for 2020.

“We are seeing a campus full of activity and promise,” said Nick Boone, Vice President for Enrollment Management.  “We have a record 
number of Iowa students and a diverse group of international 
students representing twenty-two countries. Southeast Iowa 
will certainly benefit from the impact of our comprehensive 
regional university.”

As Iowa Wesleyan celebrates its 175th anniversary, the surge 
in enrollment correlates with the successful advancement of 
the university’s five-year strategic plan and the mission of 
the University. “We have successfully completed year one of 
our strategic plan, Wesleyan 2020, accomplishing fourteen of the thirty-seven initiatives in the first year alone. We are honored to welcome 
this new class to Iowa Wesleyan in this time of unprecedented momentum,” said President Steve Titus.

Our admissions counselors are already preparing for the 2017-2018 school year with a renewed energy that is felt campus wide. Tiger Pride 
continues our historic story.

WE HAVE ENTERED INTO A NEW ERA FOR IOWA 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY; AN ERA OF GROWTH AND 
EXPANSION AND OF HIGH ASPIRATION. NICK BOONE

CAMPUS NEWS
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CAMPUS NEWS

IW NAMES VP FOR 
ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT

A LIFELONG BOND DEEPENS

On 
August 
1st, Nick 
Boone 
joined 
the Iowa 
Wesleyan 

community as Vice President for Enrollment 
Management.

Boone brings his passion for service and 
nearly a decade of enrollment and admissions 
experience. Add his love for building 
teams, and it’s easy to see why he’s the ideal 
candidate for the job.

Nick earned his bachelor’s degree in 
marketing with a minor in economics at 
Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. 
According to Nick, “My college experience 

had really been life changing for me, so 
something I was passionate about was being 
able to help other people get educated.” 

Boone’s first role in higher education 
was as an Admissions Counselor. Shortly 
thereafter, he became Assistant Director 
before becoming Director of Admissions. 

When an opportunity came along for him 
to do that again in a setting more like that 
of his college experience, Nick quickly 
accepted. He served as Director for Special 
Projects at Midland University, and then as 
Director of Admissions, while earning his 
master’s degree at the same time. 

Fortunately, it was an easy decision to 
relocate to Mount Pleasant. The charming 
town, along with the mission and values of 

the University make it a perfect place to raise 
a family.

Boone’s perspective on being at Iowa 
Wesleyan? “It’s really exciting, because 
everybody is truly one team here. We’re 
very mission critical and what we’re trying 
to accomplish is going to be based around 
that mission. I think that everybody truly 
believes it. It’s not just something we say or 
something that’s written, it’s something that 
we all buy into and we want to get behind 
and support, and that goes beyond the 
employees of the institution; it’s community-
wide and it benefits our student experience.”

www.iw.edu/admissions

Iowa Wesleyan’s new Director of Alumni 
and Parent Relations, Holly Jones, has a 
long history with the University. Jones’ 
father, Professor Emeritus of Art, Don 
Jones has been instructing at IW for 37 
years. Holly literally grew up on campus. 
It makes perfect sense that Holly would 
continue the family legacy. 

Holly took her first college class at Iowa 
Wesleyan, with beloved English Professor 
Mildred Bensmiller, whom she credits 
for giving her the skills she needed to be 
successful in her college and career. 

Jones attended a private college for two 
years, before transferring to an institution 
that offered her chosen research based 
program. Following graduation, she moved 
to Washington DC for a job with the United 

States Department of Agriculture, before 
deciding it was time to pursue another 
important goal: national service through 
AmeriCorps. 

It was a decision that ultimately brought 
Holly back to Mount Pleasant where she 
completed a year of national service as an 
AmeriCorps VISTA at Iowa Wesleyan. 
Holly then became the Interim Director 
of Student Engagement at Iowa Wesleyan 
before moving to the Mount Pleasant Area 
Chamber Alliance. In the summer of 2014, 
she returned to Iowa Wesleyan in the Office 
of University Advancement as the Director 
the Wesleyan Fund, a position she held until 
accepting her current role. 

“I think the saying is, if you want to make 
God laugh, tell him your plans. I never 

planned to follow 
in my father’s 
footsteps by 
working in higher 
education. I never 
imagined that 
I would have 
the opportunity 
to work with 
Wesleyan alumni, 
students, and 
parents in my career, but I couldn’t be 
happier with where my passions led me. I 
feel very honored that I’m able to work at 
this great University.”

https://www.iw.edu/alumni



IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSIT Y | FALL 201620

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2016
MAY 7, 2016 CELEBRATED IOWA WESLEYAN’S 
NEWEST ALUMNI 

The day’s special ceremonies began with a spiritual Baccalaureate, followed 
by an emotional Commencement that moved everyone in attendance. Iowa 
Wesleyan President, Dr. Steven E. Titus opened the awards presentations by 
delivering the esteemed Chadwick Teacher of the Year Award to Associate 
Professor of Psychology, Dr. Kelly Danaher.

President Titus then presented the 2016 President’s Award to Joseph Lennon for 
his significant contributions. Joe’s response offers a glimpse into the character 
that earned him this distinguished award: “I am very honored and humbled to 
have received this award. Iowa Wesleyan has been my home and family for the 
last four years. I can not express enough how much Iowa Wesleyan has made a 
difference in my life and made me into the person I am today!”

As it happened, the next award recipient, recognized with the Iowa Wesleyan 
Presidential Medal for Outstanding Merit, was also Commencement Keynote 
Address speaker Charles W. Fluharty. 

Founder, President, and CEO of the Rural Policy Research Institute 
(RUPRI), Chuck Fluharty shared sage insights gained from his own life 
journey, commended students for their accomplishments, and recognized  
the pivotal role of families and friends in the success of graduates. 

THE THEME OF THIS COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
IS WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF EVERYTHING WE 
ARE. FAMILY IS THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF IOWA 
WESLEYAN, AND WE’RE PROUD THE CLASS OF 2016 
HAS CHOSEN TO BE A PART OF OUR FAMILY.

COMMENCEMENT
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175TH CELEBRATION

HAIL ALMA MATER
175th Anniversary Co-Chairs 
Richard ’66 and Elizabeth ’67 
(Davenport) Garrels

RICHARD ’66 AND ELIZABETH ’67 GARRELS DEFINE TRUE LEADERSHIP AT IOWA WESLEYAN 
UNIVERSITY. IN THE YEARS THEY HAVE SERVED OUR UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY, THEY HAVE BEEN 
PROMINENT VOICES CONTINUING THE LONG LEGACY OF AN INSTITUTION WORTHY OF LONGEVITY.

The Garrels take their leadership role as Co-Chairs of the 175th 
Purple and White Celebration very seriously.  

“We’ve seen a lot over the years at Iowa Wesleyan.  Now we are in 
the midst of new energy; a new era that is transforming the entire 
University. Richard (Rich) noted.  “Folks around our community 
are seeing the big things that are happening on campus. President 
Titus holds the promise of a vision but is realistic and practical in 
implementing the needed changes successfully. He is also able, 
through leadership and experience, to put legs under dreams of a  
new tomorrow for Iowa Wesleyan.”

As Elizabeth (Liz) so eloquently stated: “We sit under trees that we 
didn’t plant.  Now it’s our turn to ensure that generations to come 
will have benefits from trees we all plant. Without relevant vision, 
growth doesn’t happen.” 

Both Liz and Rich commented, “As Co-Chairs of our 
175th Year of Celebration, we invite the community to join 
us in not only celebrating, but appreciating the fact that 
in the next 175 years, Iowa Wesleyan will be a beacon for 

Southeast Iowa. We foresee that as our world continues to evolve, 
Iowa Wesleyan will be a regional leader  
in higher education.”

The Garrels continued by saying, “Founders’ Day on February 
17, 2017 and our celebration event on April 22nd will be exciting 
and memorable experiences that our community, friends, alumni, 
students and partners will not want to miss. We invite you to be a 
part of these significant days in Iowa Wesleyan history. Witness  
this new era of momentum in our heritage University.”

“Our hope for the celebration is to claim the pride we have in 
Wesleyan and the gifts being planted for future generations.” 
said Liz. “Iowa Wesleyan offered me foundational skills and 
opportunities for a lifetime. This vigorous institution believed  
in me and I believe in it.” 

“IOWA WESLEYAN IS ON THE RISE.  WHO DOESN’T 
WANT TO BE A PART OF A RISING STAR AND THE 
VISION THAT IS MAKING IT POSSIBLE.” RICH GARRELS
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UNIVERSITY 
CELEBRATES LAUNCH 
OF 175TH YEAR
The university officially launched the 175th academic 
year on Thursday, August 25 in an exciting fashion!  
Over 1,000 people gathered on campus to celebrate 
this historic event. Iowa Wesleyan faculty, staff 
and students along with hundreds of Mt. Pleasant 
Community members enjoyed performances by the 
Mt. Pleasant High School Panther Marching Band and 
the Mt. Pleasant High School Cheerleaders and received 
messages from President Titus and Mt. Pleasant 
Superintendent John Henriksen. The celebration 
culminated with a live performance of Chicago band 
BBI with high energy dance music.  The event was a 
resounding success and marked a fabulous launch to 
the 175th Anniversary Year!

“IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY IS THE FIRST AND THE OLDEST FOUR-YEAR CO-EDUCATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY IN THE STATE, AND THE SECOND OLDEST WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI. WHAT WE HAVE HERE 
IS A GREAT HERITAGE, AND THAT HERITAGE IS CULTIVATED BECAUSE WE’RE IN A GREAT COMMUNITY.” 
PRESIDENT TITUS
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“IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY IS THE FIRST AND THE OLDEST FOUR-YEAR CO-EDUCATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY IN THE STATE, AND THE SECOND OLDEST WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI. WHAT WE HAVE HERE 
IS A GREAT HERITAGE, AND THAT HERITAGE IS CULTIVATED BECAUSE WE’RE IN A GREAT COMMUNITY.” 
PRESIDENT TITUS
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ATHLETICS

2016 ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
AND AWARDS CEREMONY
The second annual Athletic Hall of Fame 
and Awards Ceremony was held to honor 
past and present student-athletes for their 
accomplishments during their time at IW.  
The ceremony was held on April 15, 2016 in 
the Howe Student Activity Center. Three 
members were inducted into the Hall of 
Fame this year: Harold “Tack” Tackleson 
’31, Cathy Borck Frahm ’85, and Don 
Grensing ’52 were inducted as the Class  
of 2016.

Harold Tackleson ’31 was a three year letter 
winner in football, basketball, and track. 
On the gridiron, Harold received All-
Conference honors in 1929 and 1930, and on 
the oval, he was a member of the 4x100 relay 
team that set a record at the Drake Relays. 
Tackleson was also a member of Theta 
Kappa Nu while at Iowa Wesleyan. After 
graduating from IW in 1931, Tackleson 
began coaching at Burlington High School. 
During his time there, he coached football, 
basketball, and baseball for 33 years before 
retiring in 1971. In 1948, he received the 
Des Moines Register Coach of the Year. 
He has also been inducted into the Iowa 
Football Coaches Hall of Fame and the 
Iowa Athletic Directors Hall of Fame. In 
December of 1979, Harold Tackleson passed 
away. At the time, he was the winningest 
coach in the state of Iowa. Altogether, 
Harold coached football for 50 years and had 
an overall record of 287-117-15.

Cathy Borck Frahm ’86 was a four year 
letter winner in both track and basketball 
and holds several records to this day in 
both sports. Frahm holds both the indoor 
and outdoor high jump records with jumps 
of 5’8” (indoor) and 5’5 1/2” (outdoor). In 
the 1983 season, she was named Rookie of 
the Year. Cathy was a three-time National 
qualifier and a three-time first place finisher 
at the Indoor Districts. Frahm competed 
at the Drake Relays in the 1985-86 season. 

She was also successful on the 
basketball court. In the 1985-
86 season, Frahm was named 
NAIA District 15 Player of the 
Week and voted Most Valuable 
Player. She also broke in to the 
1,000 point club and surpassed 
the career scoring record of 
1,189 that was previously held by 
teammate Nancy Eklund. Cathy 
remains in the top ten of Iowa 
Wesleyan Women’s Basketball 
records in four categories.

Don Grensing ’52 transferred 
to Iowa Wesleyan where he was 
a two-year letter winning in 
both basketball and baseball. 
Following his graduation 
from IW, Grensing began 
coaching high school baseball 
and basketball. In his thirty-
nine year coaching career, 
he coached a team to five 
conference championships, 
two shared conference titles, 
one state championship (1970), 
and a state runner up (1979). 
Don has received many awards 
for his outstanding coaching 
and administrative roles. In 1988, the 
Iowa High School Basketball Coaches 
inducted him into their Hall of Fame. The 
Iowa High School Administrators inducted 
Grensing into their Hall of Fame in 1998, 
and in 2000 he was inducted into the Iowa 
Athletic Directors Hall of Fame. In 2002, 
Don was put into the Muscatine High 
School’s Hall of Honor and in 2010 he was 
inducted into the Quad-City Sports Hall of 
Fame. Grensing played his final game for the 
Muscatine Red Sox at the age of 77 in 2005. 
He was a member of the team as a player, a 
coach, and a manager, and was inducted into 
the National Baseball Semi-Pro Hall  
of Fame as the Class of 2014.

The four athletic awards given to 
current student-athletes included Female 
Outstanding Scholar-Athlete Lexa Mahr 
’16 (volleyball), Male Outstanding Scholar 
Athlete Zac Cronkhite ’16 (golf), Female 
Student-Athlete of the Year Rachel Williams 
’16 (basketball), and Male Student Athlete 
of the Year Caleb Huss ’16 (football). These 
awards recognized student-athletes who 
stood out academically and athletically and 
the recipients were chosen by members of the 
coaching staff.

Harold “Tack” Tackleson ’31, Cathy Borck Frahm ’85, and Don Grensing ’52

Caleb Huss ’16, Rachel Williams ’16, Lexa Mahr ’16, Zac Cronkhite ’16.
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SPORTS UPDATES

ATHLETICS

Men’s Basketball Takes 7th  
in SLIAC Standings
In his second year at the helm for Iowa Wesleyan, Alex 
Huisman and the Tigers finished the 2015-16 season one 
game above .500 with a 13-12 overall record.  The team had 
a strong first half of the season, which featured a five game 
winning streak and a 2-1 conference record.  This season, the 
conference standings race was the tightest it had been since 
Iowa Wesleyan joined the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference.  Iowa Wesleyan held the top spot at one point 
this season, but finished in seventh place after dropping the 
final five games of the year.

The 2015-16 season was highlighted when senior point guard Chris Fowler ’16 received All-Conference honors.  Fowler was named 
SLIAC First Team All-Conference and also earned SLIAC All-Defensive honors for his play this season. He averaged 16 points per 
game for the Tigers, and finished the year with 169 assists and 78 steals.  Also receiving All-Conference honors was Joe Lennon ’16. 
Lennon was named to the SLIAC All-Sportsmanship Team.

Women’s Basketball Ends Season  
as USCAA National Tournament Runner-Ups

The Iowa Wesleyan women’s basketball team capped the 2015-16 season with their third 
trip to the USCAA National Tournament in three years.  The Tigers finished the year 
with a 20-8 overall record and placed third in the SLIAC after finishing with a 13-5 
record in conference play.

At the USCAA National Tournament, Iowa Wesleyan advanced to the championship 
game but would fall to Concordia-Selma.  The second place finish was their best 
finish in the three years of participating in the tournament.  Three members of the 
team received honors while at the championship banquet. Rachel Williams ’16 and 
Dakota Flesner ’16 were both named USCAA First Team All-Americans for their play 
throughout the 2015-16 season.  Darby Massner ’19 earned USCAA Honorable Mention 
All-American honors as well.  Head Coach, Steve Williamson ’00, was also honored 
at the championship banquet.  Williamson was named USCAA Women’s Basketball 
Division I Coach of the Year.

This season also marked the third year in a row Iowa Wesleyan has had a player receive 
SLIAC Player of the Year.  Rachel Williams became the second player in three years to 
be named Player of the Year.  She also earned First Team All-Conference honors after 
averaging 16 points per game and dishing out 129 assists.  Dakota Flesner earned Second 
Team All-Conference and All-Defensive Team honors after averaging 13.7 points per 
game and 7.8 rebounds per game. The final Tiger to receive an All-Conference award 
was Kaylee Moseley ’16, who was named to the SLIAC All-Sportsmanship Team.

Harold “Tack” Tackleson ’31, Cathy Borck Frahm ’85, and Don Grensing ’52

Caleb Huss ’16, Rachel Williams ’16, Lexa Mahr ’16, Zac Cronkhite ’16.
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ATHLETICS

Odorisio Hired  
as New Men’s 
Soccer Coach
Iowa Wesleyan has hired 
Tony Odorisio as their new 
men’s soccer coach.  He 
joins the Tigers after leading 
Central Community College 
to the Region 9 NJCAA 
Tournament finals for their 
best finish in school history.  

Odorisio brings plenty of soccer experience to Iowa Wesleyan.

Odorisio attended Creighton University and was a member of 
three NCAA Tournament Qualifying teams.  Before completing 
his degree, Odorisio pursued international playing opportunities 
and was a member of FC Kooteepee in the Finnish Premier 
League.  Odorisio received his Bachelor of Science in Business 
in 2012 from Bellevue University.

“It’s an honor to be a part of such a prestigious University. 
A lifelong goal of mine was to inspire today’s youth with my 
passion and love for soccer.  I can’t thank the Faculty and Staff 
at Iowa Wesleyan University enough for making my dream a 
reality and look forward to being a part of the Tiger family.”

Interim Head 
Women’s Soccer 
Coach
Nicholas Stebbins is back 
with the Iowa Wesleyan 
women’s soccer team this 
season, but he has a different 
role.  After serving as a 
volunteer assistant last year, 
Stebbins has been named 
the interim head coach for 

2016-2017.  He will bring knowledge and passion for the 
game of soccer to IW and is excited to be a part of the future 
of Tiger soccer.

Stebbins was a goalkeeper for Shepherd University, a NCAA 
Division II institution in West Virginia.  From 2010-2015 he 
was a member of the Dakota Alliance Soccer Club in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.  While there, he served as the Girls 
Academy Director for three years, a regional team coach for 
U16 SD girls, Assistant Youth Programs Director, and Club 
Coordinator for all Goalkeepers.  Stebbins also holds eight 
nationally recognized licenses. His philosophy is that soccer is 
a game, meant to sculpt and hone essential life skills, and teach 
the generations to come how to be the best they can be on and 
off the field.

Originally from Spokane, Washington, Stebbins now resides  
in Mount Pleasant, Iowa.

New Women’s Golf Coach
Natalie Taylor joins Iowa Wesleyan as the new women’s golf coach. She brings knowledge and experience 
of the game of golf to the Tigers.

Taylor was a four-year member of the William Penn University golf team and was part of three conference 
championships with the team.  She played in two National Tournaments with the Statesmen during 
her career at William Penn. Taylor had a tournament low of 73 with William Penn as well. Natalie also 
received honors for her work in the classroom. She was a two-time Academic All-American and a two-
time Academic All-Midwest Collegiate Conference award winner.

Natalie is a native of Mount Pleasant, Iowa. She will graduate from William Penn University with a 
degree in Elementary Education with endorsements in Reading, Special Education, and Coaching.



IW.EDU 27

ATHLETICS

Student-Athletes Receive Recognition  
for Academic Success
Iowa Wesleyan student-athletes prove again that success in the classroom is just as 
important as on the playing field or court.  Twenty-six student-athletes were recognized 
as USCAA Academic All-Americans during the 2015-16 academic year. To receive 
Academic All-American honors, student-athletes must have a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher, be enrolled at the institution for at least one year, and be at least  
a sophomore.  Listed below are the student-athletes who received Academic All-American 
honors for the 2015-16 academic year.

Men’s Golf Takes Third  
in SLIAC Championship
The Iowa Wesleyan men’s golf team competed in twelve tournaments 
during 2015-16.  On the season, the Tigers had eight top-five finishes as 
a team.  Patrick Zielinski ’16 played well for Iowa Wesleyan this season.  
Zielinski has his best finish at the MacMurray Invitational where he 
placed third overall.  He also tied for fourth place at the IW Tiger Classic.

This spring, Iowa Wesleyan competed in the SLIAC Men’s Golf 
Championship.  During the two day event, the Tigers secured a third place 
finish with the help of Michael Neff ’17. Neff led the team with a ninth 
place finish and picked up Second Team All-Conference honors.  The team 
also received the SLIAC Team Sportsmanship award for the tournament.

Nate Daniels, Senior, Football  
Christian Henriksen, Sophomore, Football
Caleb Huss, Senior, Football
Alex Payne,  Sophomore, Football/Baseball
Lexa Mahr, Senior, Volleyball
Cecily Herby, Junior,  Women’s Soccer
Caitlin O’Neill, Junior, Women’s Soccer/Softball
Jessica Siggers, Junior , Women’s Soccer
Kassie Vazquez, Junior, Women’s Soccer/Softball
Aaugust Watkins, Junior, Women’s Soccer
Mitchell Schneider, Junior, Men’s Soccer/Men’s Golf
Josh Brase,Sophomore, Men’s Basketball
Brock Butler, Sophomore, Men’s Basketball

Joe Lennon, Senior, Men’s Basketball
Jordan Nutt, Sophomore, Men’s Basketball
Austin Walker, Junior, Men’s Basketball
Dakota Flesner, Senior, Women’s Basketball
Rachel Williams, Senior, Women’s Basketball
Laura Wittmann, Senior, Women’s Golf
Zac Cronkhite, Senior, Men’s Golf
Jarred Boyer, Sophomore, Baseball
Cole Fanselow, Sophomore, Baseball
Travis Kostello, Junior, Baseball
Samantha McIlwain,  Sophomore, Softball
Skyler Rodgers, Junior, Softball
Alli Willis,  Sophomore, Softball
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Two Members of Tiger 
Softball Earn USCAA 
First Team All-
American Honors
The Iowa Wesleyan softball team ended 
the year with a 14-24 overall record and 
finished conference play with a record of 
6-10. The Tigers placed seventh in the 
SLIAC standings and had three players 
receive All-Conference honors. Kennedy 
Vinchattle ’18 was named Second Team All-
Conference Infield.  Vinchattle was second 
in the conference with nine home runs on 
the season and was fourth with 42 runs 
batted in.  She had a .439 batting average 
and a .763 slugging percentage on the year.  
Samantha McIlwain ’18 received Third 
Team All-Conference Pitcher honors after 
going 11-9 on the year.  She finished second 
in the conference with 152 strikeouts and 
had a team high 116 innings pitched.  The 
final Tiger to receive All-Conference honors 
was Caitlin O’Neill ’17.  O’Neill started all 
38 games for Iowa Wesleyan and tied a team 
high of ten walks on the season.

The Tigers also had two members earn 
USCAA All-American honors. Both 
Kennedy Vinchattle and Michaela Brewer 
’19 were named USCAA First Team  
All-Americans for their play throughout  
the season. Brewer hit .351 and had a team  
high of 14 doubles in her first season with  
Iowa Wesleyan.

Iowa Wesleyan Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee Hosts Special Olympics
For the second year in a row, the Iowa Wesleyan Student-Athlete Advisory Committee put 
on the Southeast Iowa Special Olympic Spring Games.  This year’s event was April 9, 2016 
at the Mapleleaf Complex. Over 180 Special Olympic athletes from 15 teams in Southeast 
Iowa competed in the games.

The event would not be possible without nearly 20 sponsors and 180 volunteers. Volunteers 
from Iowa Wesleyan included members of the various sports teams, as well as students, 
faculty and staff.  Members of the community also volunteer their time to help make this  
a successful event for all those participating.

2015-16 Season Ends  
with Sixth Place Finish  
for Tiger Baseball
The Tiger baseball team took third place in the 
West Division and finished sixth overall in the 
SLIAC.  The team ended the year with a 14-25 
overall record and an 8-14 conference record.  The 
Tigers started off the season with a big win over 
Roger Williams while on their spring break trip.  
They were also able to pick up key wins against 
Webster University and Westminster College, two 
of the top teams in the SLIAC and their division.

The season was highlighted with several post season honors.  Chazz Brown ’19 was named 
to the SLIAC Third Team All-Conference as a freshman after leading the team with a 
.430 on base percentage and a .432 slugging percentage.  Brown was also 15-19 on stolen 
base attempts.  Tanner Anderson ’17 received USCAA Honorable Mention All-American 
honors after hitting .326 on the season and going a perfect 19-19 on stolen bases.

photo credit: Alex Sattler
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Iowa Wesleyan 
Hosts Second 
Annual Tiger Club 
Athletic Golf Outing 
The Iowa Wesleyan Tiger Club and 
athletic department hosted the Athletic 
Golf Outing for the second year in 
a row at Spirit Hollow Golf Course 
in Burlington, Iowa.  Twenty-three 
teams participated in the best ball 
tournament. Other contests throughout 
the day included a closest to the pin 
contest, longest drive, longest putt,  
and a hole-in-one competition.

The event would not have been 
possible without the help of over forty sponsors, including the title sponsors of Country Financial (Matt Lafrenz ’10), Two Rivers Bank & 
Trust, and Shottenkirk of Mount Pleasant.  The golf outing is held to help benefit the student-athletes  
at Iowa Wesleyan.

Flesner Receives Lori Williams 
Wright Award
Dakota Flesner ’16 was this year’s recipient of the Lori 
Williams Wright Award.  The award recognizes a senior 
women’s basketball player who excels in the classroom, 
has strong leadership skills, and athletic ability.  Flesner 
graduated with a degree in exercise science and physical 
education and finished with a 4.0 grade point average.

Women’s Golf 
Participates in 
Seven Events 
during 2015-16
The women’s golf team 
competed in seven events this 
year.  The team was led by 
Kate Ray ’16, who finished 
three tournaments in the top 
twenty in individual scoring.  
Her best finish came at the 
Highland Classic where she 
placed 12th individually.

At the IW Tiger Classic, 
Iowa Wesleyan had their best team result, placing third with two 
members scoring in the top fifteen. Kate Ray ended the tournament 
in 13th place and Laura Wittmann ’16 placed 14th.
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MIKE WIGGINS ’88 
NOMINATED FOR 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
HALL OF FAME
On June 1, 
2016, The 
National 
Football 
Foundation 
(NFF) & 
College Hall 

of Fame released the 2017 ballot for College Football Hall of Fame 
nominees. Iowa Wesleyan alumnus Mike Wiggins is on the ballot, 
along with greats like Tony Gonzalez, Marshall Faulk and Peyton 
Manning.

Wiggins grew up in Macomb, Illinois, where his father worked for 
Western Illinois University (WIU). Mike fondly reminisced: “Dad 
took me to a gazillion Western Illinois University football games and 
baseball games.” It was this all-American bonding time that sparked 
a life-changing passion within him.

At the tender age of 8, Mike spent time in England, where he 
developed his leg and his skill playing soccer. He’s always loved 
team sports, particularly baseball and football, which he played 
throughout his childhood. When Mike transferred to Iowa 
Wesleyan, he majored in Communications and joined the varsity 
football and baseball teams. 

Along with his academic success, Wiggins was a two-time first 
team NAIA All-American as well as a second team Little All-

American Punter. In 2011, he was also inducted into the Iowa 
Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame. Mike played 18 seasons of semi-pro 
football as both a kicker and punter in Springfield, Decatur, and 
Bloomington, Illinois.

Mike credits the people, values and experiences at Iowa Wesleyan 
for helping him with so many great achievements. He acknowledges 
Coaches Mick Caba and Stan Rettew and his teammates Joe 
Hundeby, John Muncie (protectors during his junior and senior 
years, respectively) and Will Azinger who in Mike’s words, was 
“one of the best small college long-snappers that I saw in my three 
years.” Mike said he couldn’t have made it so far without them. Iowa 
Wesleyan provided a great foundation. My dad is an educator and 
he constantly uses the term whole education, and Iowa Wesleyan 
provided that.” 

Wiggins has great wisdom for student athletes: “Be persistent, don’t 
be quick to quit. There are some hurdles, just enjoy the journey, keep 
working and good things will happen.”

The final selections for the 2017 National Football College Hall 
of Fame will be announced on January 6, 2017, with the induction 
scheduled to take place at the 60th NFF Annual Awards Dinner on 
December 5, 2017. Watch for updates next year, after final inductees 
have been announced. 

Congratulations Mike, on such a distinguished honor. We commend 
you for, once again, making Iowa Wesleyan history. 

Mineart and Gerling Locker Room Gifts
Student athletes on Iowa Wesleyan’s campus now get to enjoy updates to their 
locker rooms thanks to the generous gifts from the Mineart and Gerling families. 
The lower level of the Old Gym was given a facelift over the summer. The 
renovations provided locker room spaces equipped with new f lat screen televisions 
and projectors allowing for more space to watch game film.  It is also a more 
comfortable environment for our athletics. 

A new updated women’s restroom and small locker room was also constructed 
along with a fresh coat of paint to the main gym area. A top f loor classroom was 
converted to a full swing golf studio and two-hole putting green to help members 
of the golf team stay in good form over the winter months. 

Thanks to physical plant team for their creative touch to the space.  Donations from local supporters and vendors added to the opportunity  
to renovate some much-appreciated spaces for our student athletes.  
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Mineart and Gerling Locker Room Gifts

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

NEW ERA OF REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL RECOGNITIONS

ACADEMIC ENHANCEMENT IS TAKING CENTER STAGE AS IOWA WESLEYAN CONTINUES 
THE MISSION OF IGNITING OUR PASSIONS.  IW IS COMMITTED TO HELPING OUR FUTURE 
GRADUATES REALIZE THEIR GOALS OF CAREER SUCCESS, EVOLVING TO MEET THE DEMANDS 
OF AN EVER-CHANGING JOB MARKET. 
“We’ve taken an “Academic Entrepreneurship” approach, looking to the marketplace to tell us what it needs through real data. It’s a complex 
and ongoing study, which encompasses information gathered from surveys and conversations with industry professionals, as well as statistics 
provided by the Department of Labor,” said Dr. DeWayne Frazier, Vice President for Academic Affairs. “We also review programs other 
regional colleges and universities are offering. Through careful analysis, we can accurately identify the industries with largest growth, 
stability and career potential. By keeping our finger on the pulse of the marketplace, we are able to deliver relevant programs to ensure 
graduates are entering the workforce and the rest of their lives, with the skills and knowledge to excel.”

This balance of hard work, planning, creativity, and forward thinking has already brought great changes to fruition. It’s earned Iowa 
Wesleyan noteworthy accolades. 

We invite you to look at our major academic accomplishments from the past year and keep watching our website for news on future 
developments. The following academic accolades were awarded in our first year of applying: 

U.S.NEWS & WORLD 
REPORT TOP TIER REGIONAL 

UNIVERSITY

RANKED #3 BEST ECONOMIC 
VALUE COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY  

IN IOWA

RANKED #21 AMONG BEST 
BACCALAUREATE COLLEGES

RANKED #5 BEST ONLINE 
AFFORDABLE NURSING 

PROGRAM IN IOWA

RANKED AS A TOP 10 “BEST 
COLLEGE FOOD” IN IOWA

2016 MILITARY FRIENDLY® 
SCHOOL

Academic Entrepreneurship At IW
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MEET IOWA WESLEYAN’S NEWEST 
BOARD MEMBERS
IOWA WESLEYAN ELECTS TWO NEW MEMBERS TO OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Trustee Jason Bender ’98

Trustee Bob Sarver

Trustee Jason Bender ’98, earned his bachelor’s degree in Sports Management from Iowa 
Wesleyan, then earned his MBA from the University of Phoenix in 2005. As President of 
Lomont Molding, LLC, he maintains a number of professional certifications. He also brings 
considerable prowess in balancing internal management with external leadership, consistent 
demonstration of fiscal responsibility, and strong skills in business development to the table. 

Bender has served with a number of notable professional organizations, including the Iowa 
State University College of Engineering, the Society of Plastic Engineers, the American 
Society of Safety Engineers and the Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce. He 
continues to serve as a Board Member of the Mount Pleasant Community School Athletics 
Booster Club as well as on the Southeast Iowa SECTORS Manufacturing Partnership 
Board of Directors and the Iowa Wesleyan University President’s Advisory Council. 

Iowa Wesleyan Trustee and Walmart Logistics’ Senior Director and General Manager  
Bob Sarver has chaired numerous company-wide projects and initiatives, on top of overseeing 
day-to-day operations through a staff of over 50 managers. His academic qualifications 
include a BS in Engineering Management from the College of Engineering, University of 
Illinois at Chicago; an MBA from Saint Ambrose University; and he is also expecting to 
receive his DBA from Wilmington University.

Sarver has extensive expertise with management, training and being responsible for all 
financial and operating metrics concerning a $2 billion per year distribution facility that 
employs over 650 Associates and serves 102 stores. His experience serving professional 
organizations includes the Institute of Industrial Engineers, the Henry County Health 
Center President’s Advisory Council, and the Iowa Wesleyan University President’s  
Advisory Council. 
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FACULTY NOTES

LISA KONGABLE AWARDED 
HIGHEST HONOR
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF NURSING LISA KONGABLE IS SHINING 
PROOF OF WHAT CAN HAPPEN WHEN YOU IGNITE YOUR PASSIONS  
AT IOWA WESLEYAN. 

Some who know her well tease Lisa that she’s here because purple has been her favorite color since she was two years old. But in truth, Iowa 
Wesleyan has been a cherished influence all her life. In early memories, Kongable ’86, frequently attended events here with her family. 

After high school, Lisa returned to campus as a student, majoring in psychology and nursing with a minor in religion. Realizing a newfound 
love of teaching, Lisa went on to earn a master’s degree and began a highly decorated career as a staff nurse at the University of Iowa 
Hospitals and Clinics (UIHC), an advanced practice nurse at a mental health clinic, and an educator—all positions she has continuously held 
to some degree for the past three decades.

Recently, Lisa’s propensity for going above and beyond was recognized by UHIC with the Gold Level of the Professional Recognition 
Program for Nurses. She is the only recipient of this highest tier of achievement out of more than 2,000 applicants. 

When asked why she literally eats, sleeps and breathes her career, Lisa responded earnestly, “I just view it as my type of ministry. God works 
through me to help serve others, and I do have a passion for psychiatric mental health nursing and teaching, which keeps me fueled.” 

Find out more about Iowa Wesleyan’s Nursing Programs by visiting: www.iw.edu/nursing.

VALERIE UNKRICH, M.S. ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION, EXERCISE SCIENCE AND WELLNESS, RECEIVED THE 
HIGHEST AWARD THE IOWA ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH, PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION, RECREATION AND DANCE (IAHPERD) BESTOWS UPON 
RECIPIENTS: THE HONOR AWARD.

The Honor Award is given to members who have made outstanding contributions to the field of health, physical education, recreation or 
dance in the state of Iowa. The recipient must be an IAHPERD member and have at least 10 years of experience as a teacher, supervisor, 
administrator or combination of the same in the field of health, physical education, recreation, and/or dance. They must have provided at 
least 10 years of contributions to IAHPERD through distinctive leadership and meritorious service. This is only the third Honor Award to 
be granted to a member.  The first award honored Dr. Rip Marston of University of Northern Iowa and the second award was given to Deb 
Stephenson of Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Find out more about Iowa Wesleyan’s Exercise Science and Wellness Programs by visiting: www.iw.edu/exercise-science-wellness.

VALERIE UNKRICH RECEIVES 
HONOR AWARD
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30s
Harold ‘Tack’ Tackleson ’31, was 
posthumously inducted into the Iowa 
Wesleyan University Athletic Hall of Fame 
on April 15, 2016.

Waunita Wick Uffelman ’32, celebrated 
her 105th birthday on April 6, 2016.

Lucille Smith Nichols ’33, celebrated 
her 105th birthday on April 22, 2016.

Charles Dyall ’39, celebrated his 99th 
birthday on April 5, 2016.

40s
Max Stein ’40, celebrated his 97th birthday 
on May 30, 2016.

Mary Helen Cammack Curtis ’42, 
celebrated her 96th birthday on April 16, 
2016.

Bill Severt ’43, celebrated his 94th birthday 
on July 4, 2016.

Ronald Crocker ’44, celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on March 11, 2016.

Josephine DiMarco ’45, celebrated her 
94th birthday on June 8, 2016.

Frank Wagner ’45, celebrated his 95th 
birthday on April 11, 2016.

Elizabeth Dix Willard ’45, celebrated her 
91st birthday on February 1, 2016.

Mary Wells Dooley ’46, celebrated her 
92nd birthday May 4, 2016.

Waunita Hobbie ’46, celebrated her 91st 
birthday on July 5, 2016.

Fran Michael ’46, celebrated her 92nd 
birthday on July 30, 2016.

Shirley Neill Kormondy ’46, celebrated 
her 93rd birthday on July 18, 2016. Bruce Buswell ’60, Guy Buswell ’62, Bob Shaw ’63

CLASS NOTES

Mary Wright Russell ’46, celebrated her 
92nd birthday on March 23, 2016.

Paul Stineman ’46, celebrated his 91st 
birthday on March 1, 2016.

Walter Franz ’47, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on June 24, 2016.

Joyce Keefer Murdock ’47, celebrated her 
91st birthday on January 12, 2016.

Max Smith ’48, celebrated his 91st birthday 
on January 24, 2016.

Gerald Beavers ’49, celebrated his 92nd 
birthday on February 18, 2016.

Peter Roberts’49, celebrated his 91st 
birthday on April 14, 2016.

50s
Cleta Baker ’50, celebrated her 95th 
birthday on July 13, 2016.

Don Booz ’50, celebrated his 90th birthday 
on July 4, 2016.

Bob Lawrence ’50, celebrated his 91st 
birthday on January 12, 2016.

Dick Van Vranken ’50, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on June 25, 2016.

William Burch ’51, celebrated his 94th 
birthday on March 5, 2016.

Donald Kellar ’51 and his wife Vivian 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on 
June 16, 2016.

Bill Kohlmorgen ’51, celebrated his 90th 
birthday on June 24, 2016.

Don Grensing ’52, was inducted into the 
Iowa Wesleyan University Athletic Hall of 
Fame on April 15, 2016. Don is a member 
of the following organizations: Quad-City 
Sport, Iowa High School Basketball Coaches, 
Iowa High School Administrators, Iowa 
Athletic Directors, Muscatine High School, 
and the National Semi-Pro Baseball Hall of 

Fame. Davenport Central High School in 
Davenport, IA, named their auxiliary gyms in 
honor of Don in December 2015.

Robert Potter ’52, celebrated his 88th 
birthday this year.

Richard Jensen ’55 and Oneta Dinges 
Jensen ’55, celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary on June 10, 2016.

Fred Strothman ’56 and Marilyn Davis 
‘59 Strothman, celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on July 20, 2016, in 
Texas with family.

Dick Elefson ’57 and Beverley Mills 
Elefson ’59, moved from Lake of the 
Ozarks to Jackson, MO, in May 2016. Dick is 
still working in real estate and is licensed both 
at the Lake and Cape Girardeau. Their son 
and family live in Jackson. MO.

George Ensminger Jr. ’59, and his wife, 
Donna, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on June 15, 2016.

60s
Bruce Buswell ’60, his wife Anne, and Guy 
Buswell ’62, and his wife Sharon, have been 
guests of Bob ’63 and Judy Spicer Shaw 
’64 for their July 4th celebration and pool 
party. They have been attending the annual 
celebration for over 20 years. 
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Mary Louise Abshire Greene ’60, 
celebrated her 94th birthday on March 15, 
2016.

Etta Landrum Owen ’60, celebrated her 
94th birthday March 17, 2016

Char Strause Thompson ’60, is the curator 
of a children’s museum at her home in 
Fruitland, IA. Her museum was featured on 
KWQC news on June 1, 2016.

Iowa Wesleyan Ole Biddies Class 
of ’61 held their annual gathering at Big 
Muddies in Burlington, IA on Saturday, July 
23, 2016. Those in attendance were Fonda 
Jones Carris ’61, Lilas Fett Ross ’64, 
Norene Wood McGhiey ’61, Leola Lane 
Brechtel ’61, and Kay Walker Wilson ’61.
Marcia Gordon Stiefel ’61, was named 
Business Person of the Year for 2015 by 
the Greater Burlington Partnership in 
Burlington, IA. Marcia has owned her health 
food business, Nature’s Corner, for 37 years.

MGySgt Larry Meagher USMC (ret) 
’62, received a handmade quilt from The 
Quilts of Valor Foundation in July 2016. 
The Quilts of Valor Foundation recognizes 
veterans for their service and courage. Larry 
served in the Marine Corps for 27 years. 

Dennis Nicholson ’62 and Linda Laird 
Nicholson ’62, have moved from their 
retirement home of 17 years in Indianola, IA, 
to The Village, a Wesley Life Community, 
also in Indiana. Dennis has become, by 
default, the official photographer of events 
at The Village and creates 11x17 collages of 
the events that are posted in the main dining 
area and on the in-house TV channel. Both 
Linda and Dennis retired this year from their 
volunteer positions at The National Balloon 
Museum.

CDR Jim Onorato USN (ret) ’62, received 
a handmade quilt from The Quilts of Valor 
Foundation in July 2016. The Quilts of Valor 
Foundation recognizes veterans for their 
service and courage. Jim served in the U.S. 
Army for four years and the U.S. Navy for  
24 years.

Marguerite Pickard Pefferman ’62, 
celebrated her 94th birthday on May 13, 
2016.

Irene Eck Smith ’62, celebrated her 92nd 
birthday January 28, 2016.

Bernice Commers ’63, celebrated her 102nd 
birthday on July 13, 2016.

Melba Henkle Therme-Steinhilber 
’62, celebrated her 99th birthday on May 12, 
2016.

Bob Huegel ’63 and his wife, Enid, 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on March 
4, 2016. Both are retired and volunteer at 
elementary schools in Littleton, CO.

Michael Berman ’64, completed his term 
in office as Chair of the New Jersey Bar 
Association’s Military Law and Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee. During his term, the 
committee made great strides in drafting  
a proposal to create a Veterans’ Court in  
New Jersey.

Sandra Buckman Cornish ’64, celebrated 
her 60th year of teaching, 40 years in 
elementary and college. She volunteers to 
teach seniors how to use all the “techie” 
devices at a congregate meal site. Sandra 
enjoys traveling to see her 12 grandchildren 
and great grandchildren that she has been 
blessed with.

Robert Callis ’65 wrote a new book titled 
“The Horse Holder”. The book is historical 
fiction and set during the American Civil 
War. This is Robert’s fifth novel. The book 
is available through Amazon and Barnes and 
Noble. 

Elva Gibbs DeYarman ’65, celebrated her 
98th birthday on April 7, 2016.

Virginia Schwartz McCartney ’65, 
celebrated her 96th birthday on July 21, 2016.

Myrtle Meyerholz Laughlin ’65, 
celebrated her 90th birthday on July 3, 2016.

Vernene Rodgers Lenz ’65, celebrated 
her 10th anniversary as the Music Director 
at Epiphany Lutheran, the second largest 
church in Baltimore. She and her husband, 
Gary, have owned their business, Travel and 
Unique Ventures, for 30 years. In June 2016, 
they traveled to seven Eastern European 
countries on a three week tour. In August 
2016, they lead a group of 17 relatives and 
friends thoughout Ireland and Scotland. 
The trip culminated in a visit to their family 
castle, circa 1380, and time with family in 
Edinburgh. 

Alfred Savage ’65, was voted “2015 Best 
Doctor in Henry County” in a Mt. Pleasant 
News reader’s survey. He has been a physician 
in Henry County, IA, since 1976, specializing 
in cardiology, with his wife, Debra, as his 
nurse and office manager.

David Lull ’66 and Karen Cloyed Lull 
’66, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
in June 2016, in Claremont, CA, where they 
currently reside. David recently completed 
special editing on the book “God and The 
History of The Universe” written by Jarvis 
Streeter, his former student at Yale University.

Dick McFaul ’66, is a retired pediatric 
cardiologist in Maine. He helped establish 
the first pediatric open heart program in Baja 
Sur, Mexico. In January 2015, he was the first 
American to receive the “Pioneer Award” 
(Forjador del Ano) after 20 years offering 
free cardiac care to infants and children with 
congenital defects. Dick, his wife, Suzanne, 
two rescued dogs and one cat, winter in Cabo 
San Lucas, Mexico. Dick is an avid rower and 
racquetball player.

Fred Volkmann ’66 and Barb Drackley 
’69 Volkmann, moved from their home of 36 
years to The Academy Village, a community 
of active adult learners located on the eastern 
edge of Tucson, Arizona. They have a lovely 
large southwestern style home with views of 
the mountains and Saguaro National Park 
East. 
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Dr. Doug Ferguson ’68 and Major Eric Morin USAF (RET) ’76, 
shared lunch in Scottsdale, AZ, on April 12, 2016. Eric played basketball for 
Dr. Ferguson while he was an assistant coach at Iowa Wesleyan in 1972. Dr. 
Ferguson resides in Scottsdale, while Eric spends his time between Queen 
Creek, AZ, Palmas, Tocantins, Brazil, and Munich, Germany.

Roberta Foley Howes ’71, celebrated her 
90th birthday on January 13, 2016.

Rick Hulcha ’71, welcomed his first 
grandchild, Rory Kunath, in October 15, 
2015.

Howard Locke ’72, is a retired airline pilot. 
Howard resides in Las Vegas, NV. 

Bob Scarpino ’72, retired from Wheeling 
High School in Wheeling, IL, in June 2016, 
after 44 years in education. Bob was inducted 
into the Illinois High School Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2012. 
Bob has a career coaching record in high 
school basketball of 595-486.

Bonnie Briscoe Shanley ’72, has retired 
form Macy’s after 20 years. She and her 
husband, Bart, have moved to their cabin in 
Hayward, WI.

Larry Watson ’72, has retired and enjoys 
living in Sun City Hilton Head, SC and is 
loving every minute of it.

Maureen Quigley ’73, has been busy since 
retirement, working as a massage therapist 
at Spunk Fitness in Newark, NY. She also 

worked at the Renaissance Faire in Sterling, 
NY during the summer of 2016 This fall, 
after completing a course in “The Language 
of Trauma” thought the Assisi Institute in 
Mystic, CT, she will be taking a trip in her 
Vardo along Route 66.

Dave Bell ’74 and Denise Brinkmeyer 
Bell ’74, both retired in the past year, Dave 
from the Iowa Department of Corrections, 
and Denise from banking. Dave remains 
active teaching and serving on boards at their 
church. They are both enjoying traveling, 
visiting grandchildren, and winters in 
Arizona.

Mary Vollmer Hohmbraker ’74, 
celebrated her 92nd birthday on May 12, 
2016.

Bishop James Montgomery LHD ’74, 
celebrated his 95th birthday on May 29, 2016

Joan Shepard ’75, celebrated her 90th 
birthday on June 29, 2016.

Mark Frels ’76, retired as Executive 
Director of Member Services and Public 
Relations for the Illinois Farm Bureau in 
2013 after 36 years of service. Mark has 

CLASS NOTES

Dr. Doug Ferfuson ’68 and Major Eric Morin ’76

Venita Pierce Teal ’68, celebrated her 93rd 
birthday on March 23, 2016.

Anita Sands Liggett ’69, is a member 
of the Camas Garden Club and part of the 
Senior Tappers, at Vega Dance in Camas, 
WA. Robert Liggett ’69, is the Senior 
Volunteer Coach for Camas High ladies 
basketball, in Camas, WA.

Craig Paul ’69, is a retired Methodist Pastor. 
He is the Chaplin for a local fire department 
in Hixon, TN, ministering to 65 firefighters 
and the community they serve. He is a 
member of the Tennessee Federation of Fire 
Chaplains and of the Southeastern Critical 
Incident Stress Management Team. He 
spends most of his time with a ministry called 
Transformation Project that counsels men 
in jails and prisons. Upon release, they are 
required to go through a year-long program 
of rehabilitation. Craig also serves as Senior 
Adult Pastor at a local church in Hixon.

70s
Locke Bailey ’70, received a Master of 
Science degree from Northwestern University 
in June 2015.

Randon Eddy ’70, was juried into the First Coast Plein Air Painters’ summer show. 
Two of her paintings were entered and accepted into the show. She was also the 
Featured Artist at Professional Artist of St. Augustine Gallery in St. Augustine, FL 
with a show themed “Boat Life”. More of Randon’s work may be seen on her website, 
www.randonteddy.com
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moved closer to his parents to assist with 
the family farm. He is currently involved in 
several independent contractor management 
projects for different associations. He is 
also writing a book under contract with 
a publishing house titled “Just Common 
Sense”. The book will be a training piece 
designed to assist new association staff. 

Judy Tomkins ’75, celebrated her 92nd 
birthday on May 19, 2016.

Debbie Dittner Hatteberg ’76, her 
husband, Roger, and friends from Burlington 
took a two-week cruise to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina through the Straits of Magellan 
to Santiago, Chile in February, 2016. The 
Hattebergs are retired music teachers from 
Burlington, IA.

Jane La More ’76, celebrated her 92nd 
birthday on June 4, 2016.

John Simmons ’76 and Laurie Helmick 
Simmons ’76, both retired June 1, 2016. John, 
spent 31 years in public education, twenty 
two years of service at Van Buren Community 
Schools in Keosauqua, IA, where he taught 
secondary Social Science and coached Cross 
Country, Basketball, and Girls Track. John 
also served nine years as an Iowa State Patrol 
trooper in the Davenport, IA, area before 
moving to Van Buren County. Laurie spent 
22 years at Hill Phoenix Co. The two plan 
on staying in the Keosauqua area to be close 
to their two children and five grandchildren. 
John and Laurie also celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary in July 2016.

Joann Leatherby ’77, was elected Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the Pacific 
Symphony, in Orange County, CA. 

Boetje Foods, owned by Will Kropp ’78, 
took home the top prize at the 2016 World 
Wide Mustard Competition. Boteje Mustard 
received first place in the Coarse- Grained 
Category and was name Grand Champion of 
the competition.

Stan Howe ’78, chairman emeritus of the 
Board of Directors at HNI Corporation, 
celebrated his 92nd birthday on February 5, 
2016.

Jeff Heland ’79, serves as the representative 
of  Burlington, Iowa on the Southeastern 
Community College Board of Trustees. He 
was recently appointed to the National Policy 
and Advocacy Committee of the Association 
of Community College Trustees.

Marty Hills ’79, was recognized by the 
Iowa High School Athletic Association 
at the 22nd Annual Officials’ Awards and 
Recognition Banquet in April 2016 for 35 
years as an active wrestling official.

80s
Michael McClure ’80, was recognized by 
The Ball State University Teachers College 
for his participation in the Best Practices 
in Education Showcase in May 2016. His 
presentation focused on “Fostering Academic 
Accountability in High School Students 
While Improving Communication with 
Parents and Teachers”.

Ken Fustin ’81, retired on June 1, 2015, as 
Fire Chief in Springfield, IL. He began as 
Fire Chief in Port Orange, FL, on June 6, 
2016.

Cecilia Conlon Turoff  ’82, had an article 
published in the January 2016 issue of the 
“Parental Drug Association Letter”.

Melinda Cree-Anthony  ’83¸ has been a 
Staff Chaplain at Unity Point Health – Des 
Moines. June 2016 marked six years of service 
with the organization.

Karen Harshbarger ’83 and her husband, 
Larry, celebrated their 50th anniversary July 
22, 2016.

Colleen Kelly ’83, is the Lead Physician 
Assistant in charge of daily operations for 
the Compensation & Pension Clinic at the 
Zablocki VA Medical Center in Milwaukee, 
WI. In June 2016, Colleen received her 
25-year service pin from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

Barry Pence ’83, is the Director of Human 
Resources at Great River Health Systems in 
West Burlington, IA.

Marty Peterson Parry ’83, was selected as 
one of Iowa’s 100 great nurses for 2016.

Connor Clements, the son of Cam 
Clements ’85 and Jacque Reuck 
Clements ’86 won his 3rd consecutive 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Tennis National Championship 
with Georgia Gwinnett College in May 2016. 
Connor was also named First Team All-
American by the NAIA and to the Academic 
Dean’s List at Georgia Gwinnett.

CLASS NOTES

Connor Clements, son of Cam Clements ’85 
and Jacque Reuck Clements ’86 

Scott Blazak ’86, is the Complex Safety 
Manager of the Butterball Processing Plant 
in Raeford. North Carolina.

Cathy Borck Frahm ’86, was inducted into 
the Iowa Wesleyan University Athletic Hall 
of Fame on April 15, 2016.

Dan Brown ’87, after 30 years in 
management, has changed jobs and careers. 
He transitioned into law enforcement as a 
Correctional Officer for the Jefferson County 
Sheriff ’s Department in Fairfield, IA. 

Jannette Darm Strabala ’87 and Jeff 
Strabala ’88, celebrated their 28th wedding 
anniversary on September 3, 2016. Janette is 
the administrator of a 130 bed skilled nursing 
facility. Jeff is a machine repair journeyman. 
Their son Jacob will be married on May 
20, 2017, son Jeremy has a Masters degree 
in architecture, and son Jared just started 
driving.

Stephen Brayton ’88, is an Assistant 
Graphic Designer at Gannett.
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90s
Jackie Hanna Reszetar ’91, is the Director 
of Environmental Health at Southern 
Nevada Health District in the state of 
Nevada. 

Laura Aldrich Rollefson ’91, joins her 
husband, Jon, at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Ellsworth, IA, where Jon received a call as 
pastor.

Joy Wilson ’91 and Steve Wilson ’10, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
July 9, 2016. 

Kevin Aird ’93, is a Regional Manager at 
Columbia Sportswear Company USA. Kevin 
is an avid hiker in the mountains of Utah 
and volunteers as a Facilitator/Staff for ‘The 
Training’, which is a Large Group Awareness 
Training committed to assisting people 
in getting the most out of key personal 
relationships and career satisfaction.

Rodger Bowers ’94, was appointed to 
Senior Warden of the Walker Sayle Unit for 
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice in 
Breckenridge, TX.

Jean Anguish Moehlman ’96, was 
promoted to Accountant Generalist while 
working for La Posada at Park Centre in 
Green Valley, AZ.

Tony Timm ’96, was named Director, 
Community Relations and Member Outreach 
at AmeriHealth Caritas–Iowa in October 2015.
Shari Woodbury ’96, completed a Master 
of Divinity degree from Meadville Lombard 
Theological School in Chicago in May 
2015. She was ordained in April 2016 at her 
home congregation in Bloomington, IN. In 
August 2016, Rev. Woodbury began serving 
as the settled minister at Westside Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Fort Worth, TX. 

Jason Younce ’96 and Michelle 
Chenoweth Younce ’96, moved from St. 
Louis, MO, to Bonney Lake, WA to pursue 
a new career for Jason as the Regional Vice 
President of the Pacific Northwest Region 

with PSAV Presentation Services. After 18 
years as a dental hygienist, Michelle plans 
to enhance her dental hygienist degree and 
continue to work in the dental field. When 
they aren’t working, Jason and Michelle keep 
busy with their 13 year old daughter and 10 
year old son’s activities; guitar, basketball, 
softball, and 11U select baseball, which Jason 
coaches.

Jim Folker’98 and Erin Bullinger Folker 
’00, celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary 
on June 29, 2016 in the Lake of the Ozarks 
and attended a Guns N’ Roses concert.

00s
John Shirley ’00 and Katrina Ulrich 
Shirley ‘01, have recently completed 3 years 
living and teaching with Quality Schools 
International in Atyrau, Kazakhstan. This 
fall, John and Katrina, along with their two 
boys, will begin a new adventure with the 
same school system, with John as director and 
Katrina, teaching, in Brindisi, Italy. They are 
thankful to God for his many blessings as He 
allows them to explore the world in this way.

Steve Williamson ’00, was named the 
United States Collegiate Athletic Association 
Women’s DI Coach of the Year for the 
2016 women’s basketball season. He has 
lead the Iowa Wesleyan University Tigers 
Women’s Basketball program to the national 
tournament three years in a row.

Michelle Drake ’01, moved from 
Riverside, IA to Concord, NC with her 
husband, Casey, and three children, Hannah 
(7), and Kahne (4), Talan (1). Michelle is a 
Financial Planning Assistant with C.F. Parks 
and Company.

Tanya Speed Stamper ’03,  graduated with 
her Doctorate of Nursing Practice from 
Maryville University in St. Louis, MO. Tanya 
is a family medicine nurse practitioner with 
Blessing Physician Services and recently 
joined the Belling Palmyra Clinic in Palmyra, 
MO.

Candy Weston Berquam ’04, was named 
the Carousel Preschool Director and  
Teacher for the 2016-17 school year in  
Fort Madison, IA.

Brian DePriest ’04, graduated from the 
259th Session of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation National Academy in March 
2015. He and his wife, Michelle, also 
welcomed a son, Nolan.

Nathan Lange ’06, after teaching for the 
Mount Pleasant Community School District, 
in Mount Pleasant, IA for 10 years, will 
begin serving as the Mount Pleasant Middle 
School Principal in the fall of 2016.

Ashlee Winner Coyle ’09, and husband, 
Michael Coyle, welcomed their daughter, 
Avery Lauryn Coyle, into the world in 
March 2016.

Michelle Boyer Fedler ’09, married Jared 
Fedler on June 4, 2016.

Andrew Frost ’09, is teaching 4th grade at 
Viola Gibson Elementary School in Cedar 
Rapids, IA. 

Brooke Newton Lafrenz ’09 and Matt 
Lafrenz ’10, welcomed their third child, 
daughter, Emersyn Lynn Lafrenz, on May 
16, 2016.

10s

CLASS NOTES

Cayden and Corbin Herbert, sons of Katie Herbert ’10
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Carlee Jensen ’11, is in her second year 
as a preschool/prekindergarten teacher at 
Community Childcare Center and Preschool 
in Fairfield, IA.

Katie Jammer Sloane ’11, married Ted 
Sloane on July 10, 2016. The couple resides 
in North Liberty, IA.

Brittney Nave Spiegel ’12, married 
Allen Spiegel on August 15, 2015. The two 
just bought their first house in Raytown, 
MO. 

Jill Sulcer Sporrer ’12, graduated with a 
degree in Registered Nursing from Lincoln 
Land Community College on May 13, 2016. 
She has taken a position as an RN in the 
Outpatient Surgery Department at St. John’s 
Hospital in Springfield, IL. Jill also married 
Todd Sporrer on June 3, 2016, in Nayarit, 
Mexico. 

Jamie Lippert Byerly ’13, married Mike 
Byerly in September 2015. The couple 
resides in Cedar Rapids, IA, where Mike 
is an accountant, and Jamie is pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Library and Information 
Science at the University of Iowa.
Megan McVey ’13, was engaged to Travis 
Linder on July 31, 2016. Megan resides in 
Bellevue, NE.

Brian Johnston ’14, received his MBA 
with an emphasis in Corporate Finance from 
Upper Iowa University on May 7th, 2016.

CLASS NOTES

Brooks Philip Frederick Smith, 
son of Blake Smith ’12 and Ashley 

Mysliwiec Smith ’14 

Jill Sulcer Sporrer ’12 and Todd Sporrer 

Jordan Padgett ’13 and Jenny Camarata Padgett ’13

Brynn Marie, daughter of Mary Henrich ’15

Erin Noon ’12, had four articles published 
by TheMighty.com. Her first, “When 
People Tell ME I’m ‘Lucky’ to Have a 
Fiancé Who’s ‘Normal”, in February 2016; 
the second “A Disabled Diva’s Thoughts 
on Beauty and Self-Acceptance”  in March 
of 2016; and the third and fourth, “To My 
Mom – The Best Disability Advocate I 
Could Have Asked For” and “What I Wish 
People Would Do When They See Me at 
the Gym With My Walker” in May 2016.

Justin Peterson ’12 and Melissa 
Petersen Peterson ’12, were married on 
July 11, 2015 and are expecting a child in 
August 2016.

Blake Smith ’12 and Ashley Mysliwiec 
Smith ’14, welcomed their first child, son, 
Brooks Philip Frederick Smith, on April 
13, 2016. The family resides in New South 
Wales, Australia.

Jordan Padgett ’13 and Jenny 
Camarata Padgett ’13, were 
joined in marriage on July 2, 2016. 

Chris Madigan ’13 and Kristen Lutz 
Madigan ’14, welcomed their daughter, 
Clare Elizabeth Madigan, in April, 2016.

Jamarco Clark ’14, has taken the 
position of Area Coordinator of Residence 
Life at Mount Mercy University in Cedar 
Rapids, IA.

Haleigh Cowan ’15, is a corrections officer 
for King County, WA.

Mary Henrich ’15, 
welcomed a daughter, Brynn 
Marie, on April 29, 2016.

Madeline Sloat Thomas ’12, is the 
middle school Vocal Music Teacher for 
Mount Pleasant Community School 
District, in Mount Pleasant, IA.
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CLASS NOTES

In Memoriam
Jon Kneen ’49,  January 26, 2016, Naples, 
FL. Jon is survived by his wife Nita, and two 
sons, Kendig and Tim Kneen.

Dr. Patricia Parris Knopp ’69, January 
26, 2016, Wooster, OH. Patricia is survived 
by her three children, Lisa Knopp ’81, James 
Knopp, and John Knopp.

Peggy Nelson Ell ’79, February 16, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. Peggy is survived by her 
husband, Bill Ell, mother, Dorothy Nelson, 
daughter, Tina Wahlert, and sons, Bill Jr., 
Tony, Bennett, and Tracy Ell.  

Don Nelson ’80, February 18, 2016, 
Mediapolis, IA. Don is survived by his wife, 
Kathy, stepson, Bradley Parsons, stepdaughter, 
Brook Walker, and sister, Meredith Hinson.

Julie Weithorn ’71, February 22, 2016, 
Percy, IL. Julie is survived by her mother, 
Virginia Weithorn, and brother, Bernie 
Weithorn Jr.

Jack Finney ’49, February 23, 2016, 
Ottumwa, IA. Jack is survived by his wife, 
Sheryl, and five children, Jean Burkert, Anne 
Fawley, Dennis Finney, David Finney, and 
Andrew Finney.

Doris Rockwell Conner ’55, February 
24, 2016, Sigourney, IA. Doris is survived by 
her husband Darrell Rockwell ’53, and 
children, Dirk and Dustin Conner, and Darci 
Farnum.

John Pettis ’52, February 24, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. John is survived by his 
daughter, Becky Pettis, and a sister, Mary 
Ellen Mazola.

Phyllis Stiefel ’78, February 25, 2016, 
Iowa City, IA. Phyllis is survived by her sister, 
Jan Chesher.

Jean Wick Murphy ’38, March 2, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. Jean is survived by her 
daughters, Nancy Surland and Jane 
Strittmater. 

Mary Bruggemeyer Leyden ’51, March 3, 
2016, Mount Pleasant, IA. Mary is survived 
by her three daughters, Sheila Kerr-Hunter, 
Sandy Leyden ’92, and Jane Lorber.

Chuck Fellers ’47,  March 9, 2016, 
Shreveport, LA. Chuck is survived by his wife 
Ann, son, Paul Feller, stepdaughter, Caroline 
Jenkins, and stepson, Charles West. 

Carolyn Blosser Wright ’75, March 
7, 2016, Mount Pleasant, IA. Carolyn is 
survived by her husband, Robert Wright, son, 
Doug Billingsley, daughter Susan Gill, and 
stepson Ronald Wright.

CDR Bill Barnum ’45, March 8, 2016, 
Clearwater, FL. Bill is survived by his son, 
Jerry, daughter, Vicki, and granddaughter 
Kasey Merrey.

Wayne Verling ’61, March 13, 2016, 
Mountain Home AR. Wayne is survived 
by his wife, Kay, two sons, Matt and Mike 
Verling, and sister, Virginia Verling 
Miller ’57.

John Lohmann ’64, March 17th, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. John is survived by his wife, 
Rosie, and daughter, Kim Lohmann

Ed White ’82, March 22,2016, Burlington, 
IA. Ed is survived by his daughter, Tami 
Gerber.

Betsey Timpe Hasenclever ’47, March 
25, 2016, Denmark, IA. Betsey is survived by 
her three daughters, Fancis Smith, Miriam 
Hasenclever, and Rebecca Hasenclever-Saice, 
and one sister Wealthy Timpe Mueller 
’51.

Bob Greene ’47, March 31, 2016, 
Springfield, IL. Bob was preceded in death by 
his wife, Vi Sanders Greene ’49.

John R Peterson ’49, April 9, 2016, 
Burlington, IA. John is survived by his wife, 
Roberta, and two daughters, Maia Ingle and 
Nena Flatt.

Jan Smith Meyer ’64, April 10, 2016, 
Meeker, CO. Jan is survived by her husband, 
Richard Meyer ’62 and daughter, Annette 
Kowal.

Mare Missavage Driskill ’76, April 16, 
2016, Woodland Park, CO. Mare is survived 
by her daughter, Jennifer Driskill, siblings, 
Joseph Missavage, JoAnn Waddell, John 
Missavage, Jim Missavage, Jane Mitchell, 
Tom Missavage, and Paul Missavage, and 
partner Robert Romanitch ’75. 

Walter Donahue ’53, April 20, 2016, 
Webster City, IA. Walter was a 2007 inductee 
into the Iowa Wesleyan University Athletic 
Hall of Fame as a member of the 1952 
football team. Walter is proceeded in death 
by his wife Dorothy Welp Donahue ’55, 
daughter Dr. Deb Donahue Riehle, and 
brothers, Michael and Conrad Donahue 
’56.

Bob Eppard ’83, April 25, 2016, Ankeny, IA. 
Bob is survived by his wife, Jeanne Klaver 
Eppard ’73, and children, Duncan, Eric, and 
Jill Eppard.

Kay Carlson Wagner ’47, April 26, 2016, 
Danville, IA. Kay was on the first Women’s 
Basketball team at Iowa Wesleyan, a member 
of P.E.O. and Alpha Xi Delta. She is survived 
by her husband of 70 years, Holly Wagner 
’45, son Mark Wagner ’73, and two 
daughters, Pam Day and Jill Bowers.

Darrell Conner ’53, April 29, 2016, 
Sigourney, IA. Darrell was preceded in death 
by his wife, Doris Rockwell Conner ’53. 
He is survived by his children, Dirk Conner, 
Dustin Conner, and Darci Farnum.
Kenneth Hatch ’49, May 14, 2016, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Kenneth is survived by his son, 
Mike Hatch, and daughter Diane Hatch 
Klimstra ’80. He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Louis Schuerman Hatch ’46.

Bill Caris ’47, May 19, 2016, Eden Prairie, 
MN. Bill is survived by his wife, Ruth 
Lawrence Caris ’44, and children, Michael 
Caris, Connie Boyd, and Timothy Caris. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, Merle 
Caris ’17 and Anna Stewart Caris ’19, 
and sister, Virginia Caris Van Tuyl ’38 and 
brother, Stewart Shaw. 

Fred Marlett ’50, May 19, 2016, 
Bettendorf, IA. Fred is survived by his wife, 
Ardeen Marlett, and two daughters, Connie 
Gray and Bonnie Fuller.
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Ted Godfrey ’53, May 23, 2016, Park 
Rapids, MN. Ted was preceded in death by 
his parents, Fred and Ethel Godfrey, one 
sister, Freda Keller, and first wife, Mardelle 
Hedemann Godfrey ’53. He is survived by 
his second wife Patricia Godfrey, and three 
children, Gary Godfrey, Bruce Godfrey, and 
Cindy Lindquist. 

Roberta Vierow Warner ’63, May 24, 
2016, Oelwein, IA. Roberta is survived by her 
son, R. Craig Warner, two brothers, Earl and 
Clifford Vierow, and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Claude Loring ’56, June 6, 2016, Keokuk, 
IA. Claude is survived by his wife, Phyllis, 
two sons, Rick and George Loring, and a 
brother Roger Loring.

Karen Petersen Darnell ’79, June 20, 
2016, Davenport, IA. Karen is survived by 
her husband, Michael Darnell, six daughters, 
Ashely Grove, Annie Perez, Deanne Saddoris, 
Nickole Beggs, and Jasmine Moore, and three 
sons, Braden Darnell, Brenton Darnell, and 
Garnett Propst. 

Linda Cox-Townsend ’76, June, 23, 2016, 
Rochester, MN. Linda is survived by her 
husband, Dennis, daughters, Blair and Beth 
Townsend, and her two sisters, Carol Lawson 
and Debra Lind.

Ronald Fuller ’56,  June 25, 2016, Quincy, 
IL. Ronald is survived by his wife, Martha, 
two daughters, Jolene Ferguson, and Janelle 
Fuller.

John Henss ’54,  June 29, 2016, West Des 
Moines, IA. John is survived by his children, 
Julie Henss, Kris Palmer, Virginia Clark, 
Patty Garrett, and Joe Henss.

Marguerite Morrison Barton ’47, July 
4, 2016, Mount Pleasant, IA. Marguerite 
is survived by her three daughters, Nancy 
Krieger, Patty Borman, and Diane Ledbetter.

Rosalind Kruempel Engel ’56, July 4, 
2016, Des Moines, IA. Rosalind is survived 
by her husband, Dr. Ross Engel, children, 
Vaughn, Rick, Debra, and Kevin Engel, and 
one sister, Katherine Ridenour.

Jerry Frese ’60,  July 7, 2016, Carmel, IN. 
Jerry is survived by his wife,  Joyce Frese, son, 
Joel Frese, stepdaughters, Cynthia Lunsford, 
Marta Elliott, and Marianne Brophy, his 
sister Judy Woolsey, and a brother, Joe Frese.

Rev. Murray Krabill ’41, July 15, 2016, 
Lexington, KY. Murray is survived by his 
children, Dr. Ruby Payne, Chet Krabill, 
Sharon Swarzendruber, John Krabill, Wesley 
Krabill, and Ruth Weirch.

Jackie Harper Winton ’56, July 16, 2016, 
Edmond, OK. Jacki is survived by her 
children, Harper Winton, Mitch Winton, 
Vince Winton, and Wendy de la Garza, and 
sister Diane Harper.

Jami Loeffler ’79, July 21, 2016, Muscatine, 
IA. Jami is survived by her son, Jamie Hayes.

Faculty and Staff
Susan Potter Snyder, July 29, 2016 was 
a secretary for 20 years at Iowa Wesley 
University. Susan is survived by her children 
Michael and Billi Jo Earp, brother, Kent Earp, 
and stepbrother, Rick Potter.

WESLEYAN PALOOZA
Wesleyan-Palooza, a reunion of 1980’s era IW graduates and former students, was held on June 25, 2016 at the rural Norwalk, IA home of 
Tim ’87 and Deb Mineart. 

The Planning Committee consisted of Tim ’87 & Deb Mineart, Chuck Sengstock ’87, & Tom Arras ’84. Wesleyan Palooza was planned via 
text and Facebook messages. Approximately 30 alumni or former students and their spouses attended the event, traveling from as far away as 
New York and Texas. 

Attendees enjoyed food and Andy Bentley ’87 also featured his delicious pulled pork. Attendees were invited to bring their camping gear and 
pitch a tent on the Mineart’s spacious property. Alumni enjoyed a campfire socializing, eating delicious food, and enjoying a cold beverage 
with friends from IW that they had not seen in over 30 years.  

These alums determined that a Wesleyan-Palooza King & Queen should be named.  Those selected were King Gerard Duff ’84 and Queen 
Misty Bartleson ’87. The highlight of the event was Des Moines singer/songwriter Dan Trilk on a stage crafted on top of the Mineart’s pool 
deck that had the crowd singing and dancing the night away. The Planning Committee joined Dan on stage for a rousing version of AC/
DC’s classic song TNT. The event was so much fun that attendees are asking the Planning Committee to host a Wesleyan-Palooza II next 
summer. Be watching Facebook for more information or connect to one of the planning committee members online.
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HOMECOMING 2016

ALUMNI

Iowa Wesleyan alumni from across the nation gathered for 
Homecoming, September 30-October 1, 2016. This year, the 
weekend centered around celebrating 175 years of Iowa Wesleyan 
alumni. The annual Alumni Banquet, which traditionally honors 
select alumni award recipients, instead celebrated all 175 years 
of alumni. Throughout the banquet, speakers highlighted the 
many achievements of Iowa Wesleyan alumni throughout the rich 
history of the institution and the impacts they have made. Special 
acknowledgements of the Class of 1966, celebrating their 50th class 
reunion, and Golden Alumni with milestone anniversaries were 
also made. The evening culminated a video presentation,which 
served as a visual ref lection of 175 years of Iowa Wesleyan alumni. 
Immediately following the Alumni Banquet on Friday evening, 
Boom Night festivities got the record crowd in the Homecoming 
Spirit with Coronation of the Homecoming King, Queen, Prince 
and Princess. 

Rainy weather on Saturday didn’t dampen the spirit of Homecoming 
attendees. The Homecoming Parade kicked off festivities on 
Saturday with Rich ’66 and Liz (Davenport ’67) Garrels, Honorary 
Co-Chairs for the 175th Anniversary Celebration, serving as Parade 
Marshals. The remainder of Saturday was busy with Tiger Football, 
The Homecoming Bash, featuring music by Kenn DeBont ’66, and 
alumni gatherings around Mount Pleasant. 

Homecoming 2016 was a wonderful celebration and plans for the 
Homecoming 2017 are already underway. Look for your save the 
date postcard in the mail this fall!
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